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Profile:  Senior  Class  President  Lucia  Colombaro 


By  Michelle  Von  Euw 


The  most  striking 
thing  about  Lucia 
Colombaro,  whether  she’s 
delivering  a  speech  during 
a  class  assembly,  or  just 
chatting  over  sal  tines  in  the 
cafeteria,  is  her  boundless 
amount  of  energy.  And 
for  the  next  several  months, 
this  energy  will  be  focused 
upon  uniting  the  efforts  of 
several  groups  and  indi¬ 
viduals  that  exist  through¬ 
out  Boston  Latin  School  in 
Lucia’s  role  as  Senior 
Class  President. 


“Our  goal  is  to 
have  no  one  saying  next 
June, ’I  didn’t  know  about 
this,”’  Lucia  states.  “We 
want  everyone  to  be  in¬ 
formed.” 

And  informed  we 
will  be.  With  the  class 
committee  and  the  three 
other  elected  officials, 
Lucia  will  strive  to  present 
to  the  student  body  —  in 
particular  the  senior  class 
—  all  the  projects,  schol¬ 
arships,  and  study  groups 
that  are  available.  There 
are  three  bulletin  boards 
on  the  first  floor  and  a  bi¬ 
monthly  senior  newsletter 
just  for  this  purpose. 

“What  we  really 
need  at  Boston  Latin  is  a 
greater  sense  of  school 
spirit,”  Lucia  continues. 
"Not  just  the  rah-rah  type, 


but  a  recognition  of  the 
diversity  that  exists  here. . 
.we  need  to  use  our  hope, 
our  ambition,  our  ideals, 
our  elation  and  our  youth 
to  discover  what  we  col¬ 
lectively  have  to  offer.” 

Lucia’s  voice  be¬ 
comes  more  vibrant  as  she 
talks  about  her  ideals.  “I 
look  into  classrooms  and  I 
see  so  many  challenged 
minds  —  there’s  enough 
electrical  energy  from  our 
brains  to  run  the  school!” 

And  what  specifi¬ 
cally  does  Lucia  plan  to 
use  this  energy  for?  “Dur¬ 
ing  June  and  July,  the  class 
officers  met  every  week, 
and  we  planned  our  major 
evenis.”  The  Valentine’s 
Day  Dance,  a  Senior  Prom 
fundraiser,  will  be  the  main 
dance/party  of  the  year. 


And  the  International  Fair, 
to  be  held  in  the  spring, 

would  “involve  everyone 
—  school  clubs,  the  ad¬ 
ministration,  the  Alumni 
Association,  the  BLS 
Foundation,  the  Parents’ 
Association,  and  outside 
sources.” 

There  are  several 
more  ideas  not  yet  final¬ 
ized.  One  is  to  place  a  tree 
in  the  foyer  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  December —  but  it 
wouldn’t  be  a  Christmas 
tree.  “The  idea  of  setting 
up  a  tree  came  from  the 
early  Romans,  who  used  it 
to  symbolize  life,  and  the 
harvest.  Ours  would  be  a 
Saturnalia  tree,  and  each 
club  and  senior  home  room 
would  create  an  ornament 
to  decorate  it.” 

After  talking  with 


Lucia  about  her  goals  and 
expectations,  I  am  enthu¬ 
siastic  about  our  senior 
year.  And  hopefully  the 
excitement  will  carry  on  to 
the  senior  classes  of  the 
future.  “Any  juniors  who 
are  interested  in  running 
for  class  office  next  year, 
please  contact  me.”  Lucia 
is  eager  to  pass  on  con¬ 
crete  information  to  the 
grades  that  follow  us,  and 
to  give  them  an  “edge” 
before  their  senior  year. 

“This  is  going  to 
sound  cliched,  but  I’m 
looking  forward  to  re¬ 
claiming  our  innocence,” 
Lucia  concludes  with  a 
smile.  “We  are  young,  and 
this  is  the  time  to  experi¬ 
ence  our  youth." 


New  Hypermedia  in  Room  322 


By  Jennifer  Roberts 


As  of  this  fall,  there  has  been  a  change 
in  room  322.  Thanks  to  a  grant  from  Apple 
Computers  Inc.,  Boston  Latin  School  has  been 
provided  with  new,  state-of-the-art  computer 
hardware  and  software.  The  room  contains  a 
laser  printer,  a  scanner,  a  compact  disc  player, 
and  nine  terminals,  each  of  which  contains  a 
Macintosh  Ilci  computer,  a  Pioneer  Laserdisc 
player,  and  two  Panasonic  monitors. 

This  computer  equipment  utilizes 
hypermedia,  which  organizes  many  mediums 
such  as  text, pictures, video,  and  sound  into  a 
non-linear  learning  experience.  For  example, 
a  student  researching  a  particular  subject  can 
use  a  videodisc  to  follow  the  path  of  informa¬ 
tion  that  he  or  she  is  specifically  interested  in, 
instead  of  plodding  through  all  of  the  related 
information  in  an  encyclopedia.  Hypermedia 
is  a  valuable  research  tool  that  allows  students 
to  learn  to  use  all  of  their  sensory  capabilities. 

So  far  in  this  school,  the  system  has 
been  introduced  to  the  seventh  grade  Earth 
Science  classes  as  a  pilot  program  for  teaching 
math  and  geography.  Students  learn  to  use 
videodisc  for  electronic  reports  in  print.  Even¬ 
tually,  as  the  videodisc  library  expands,  its 
uses  will  spread  to  all  departments  to  enrich 


many  aspects  of  learning.  Videodiscs  will 
become  an  important  research  tool  for  both 
teachers  and  students;  assignments  may  be 
given  for  reports  or  projects  ideal  for  practice 
on  this  complex  but  informative  system. 

Mr.  Gwiazda,  the  teacher  in  charge  of 
room  322,  hopes  that  sign-out  procedures  will 
soon  be  opened  up  for  students  to  use  the 
computers  during  utility  periods  and  study 
halls,  and  that  after  school  training  will  be 
provided  for  students  wishing  to  learn  more 
about  the  computers.  There  is  an  introductory 
videodisc  perfect  for  showing  beginning  teach¬ 
ers  and  students  the  variety  of  information 
available  with  this  hypermedia  system. 

Overall,  this  computer  room  is  de¬ 
signed  for  use  by  three  major  groups:  whole 
classes  led  by  their  teachers,  individual  stu¬ 
dents  and  teachers,  and  possibly  in  the  Satur¬ 
day  School  program.  At  sometime  teachers 
may  even  use  portable  units  in  their  class¬ 
rooms.  The  Argo  itself  will  use  this  equipment 
for  its  typing  and  layout. 

Seeing  these  new  arrivals  in  their  early 
stages  may  at  first  seem  complicated  and  even 
confusing,  but  as  the  videodisc  library  grows 
and  the  faculty  and  student  body  become 
educated,  these  computers  should  lead  to  a 
new  era  of  advanced  instructional  methods  at 
Boston  Latin  School. 


The  New  School 
Committee 

By  Hilary  Krieger 

For  the  first  time  in  the  150  year  his¬ 
tory  of  the  Boston  School  Committee,  mem¬ 
bers  are  going  to  be  appointed  by  the  mayor 
instead  of  being  elected  by  the  people.  This 
switch  is  required  by  the  statute  passed  by  the 
Boston  and  Massachusetts  legislatures  earlier 
this  year.  A  committee  of  13  people  by  law 
will  nominate  at  least  21  people,  7  of  whom 
the  mayor  will  appoint  to  the  school  board.  To 
insure  a  diverse  panel,  4  of  the  1 3  were  chosen 
by  the  mayor,  and  9  other  groups — parents, 
teachers,  etc. — each  chose  one  member. 
People  on  the  nominating  panel  can  live 
anywhere,  with  no  requirements  in  terms  of 
racial  ethnic  groups;  however,  6  of  the  13 
members  are  people  of  color. 

Anyone  can  be  on  the  new  School 
Committee  as  long  as  he  or  she  lives  in  Bos¬ 
ton.  There  are  no  other  quotas  or  regulations, 
but  if  there  are  enough  applicants,  the  mayor 
will  try  to  have  a  representative  committee. 
People  who  want  to  be  considered  are  required 
to  fill  out  an  application  and  return  it  tot  he 
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Creative 
Writing  Course 

By  Lisa  Reynolds 

During  the  days  of  July  8- 
11,1  spent  time  at  a  creative  writing 
course  at  the  Copley  Library.  For 
four  days,  people  learned  the  tricks 
of  the  writing  trade  from  the 
published  young  adult  author 
Rona  S.  Zable  of  nearby  New 
Bedford.  I  first  heard  about  the 
program  through  the  Summer 
Stuff  newspaper  distributed  in 
April.  After  speaking  to  the  li¬ 
brarian  and  sending  in  an  appli¬ 
cation,  I  was  one  of  the  twelve 
lucky  people  chosen  to  participate 
in  the  program.  Kids  ranging  in 
ages  from  thirteen  to  eighteen, 
living  in  many  different  areas  of 
Boston,  as  well  as  places  such  as 
Framingham  and  Cranston,  RI, 
first  came  to  the  library  at  ten 
o’clock  on  Monday,  July  8.  We 
read  our  writing  samples  aloud 
and  offered  constructive  criticism 
to  each  other.  We  did  homework 
assignments  each  night  based  on 
what  we  had  learned  during  that 
day’s  class.  We  also  did  free 
writing  for  twenty  minutes  spon¬ 
taneously  and  even  learned  how 
to  get  it  published. 

Since  the  only  things  I  had 
written  in  the  past  year  were  ar¬ 
ticles  for  the  Argo,  I  had  to  dredge 
up  all  of  the  old  creativity  that  I 
had  not  actively  used  since  the 
seventh  grade.  Although  my 
original  goal  was  to  become  a 
young-adult  author  like  Ms.  Zable, 

I  discovered  that  my  talents  no 
longer  seemed  to  lie  there,  so  it 
wasn’t  as  useful  as  it  may  have 
been  for  others.  Nevertheless,  I 
would  recommend  this  program 
to  anyone  who  has  an  interest  in 
writing  and  wants  to  pursue  it  as  a 
career.  I  had  a  lot  of  fun  at  Copley, 
and  I  would  do  it  again  if  given  the 
chance. 


By  Sarah  Whipple 


Fall  is  passing  quickly  and 
upcoming  events  are  filling  our 
schedules  all  too  quickly.  Classes 
III,  II,  and  I  are  particularly  busy. 

Juniors  and  seniors  have 
both  recently  received  their  ranks. 

Seniors  are  in  the  middle 
of  the  struggle  to  meet  application 
deadlines  where  Regular  decision 
applications  are  due  between 
January  1  and  the  middle  of  that 
month. 

The  yearbook  staff  is 
working  hard  to  produce  a  terrific 
1992  yearbook!  They  are  meeting 
with  photographers  and  publish¬ 


ing  companies.  The  yearbook  is 
running  a  dance  on  November  1 5th 
from  7:30  to  10:45  for  the  entire 
school. 

The  Key  Club  is  sponsor¬ 
ing  the  first  blood  drive  of  the  year 
on  Nov.  15;  and  is  running  an 
Oxfam  America  collection.  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  students  have  always 
contributed  their  time  and  money 
to  both  organizations .  Help  them 
continue  to  do  so! 

Two  new  programs,  run 
by  the  senior  class,  have  been 
reinstituted.  The  Buddy  System, 
which  is  a  program  where  sixies 
are  paired  up  with  seniors,  is  one 
of  them.  If  that  interests  you,  you 


can  see  Sarah  Morrison  in 
homeroom  120.  If,  however, 
you  are  interested  in  the  Tutor¬ 
ing  Program,  see  Melissa  Brooks 
in  homeroom  115. 

Here  are  a  few  dates  to 
keep  in  mind: 

Thanksgiving  Day  (The  Big 
Football  Game!)  Nov.  28 

Sophomore  Semi- 


Formal 
Junior  Prom 
Senior  Prom 
Prize  Night 
Graduation!! 


April  10 
May  21 
June  2 
June  5 
June  7 
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proper  address  by  November  9. 
The  list  of  the  21  nominees  has  to 
be  sent  to  the  mayor  by  December 
1 ,  and  the  7  final  appointees  will 
take  office  on  January  1  of  next 
year.  The  committee  members 
will  serve  four  year  terms,  as  op¬ 
posed  to  the  two-year  terms  of 
present  members.  The  terms  will 
be  staggered  so  that  there  will  not 
be  a  total  committee  change  every 
four  years.  When  a  member’s 
term  is  up,  the  process  of  appli¬ 
cations,  nominations,  and  ap¬ 
pointments  will  start  again.  Ac¬ 
cording  tot  he  chairman  of  the 
nominating  panel,  Ted 
Landsmark,  “  This  [process]  is 
especially  hard  because  it  has 
never  been  done  before.” 

Currently  there  are  13 
members  on  the  School  Commit¬ 


tee  who  have  been  elected  ac¬ 
cording  to  city  zones.  The  new 
committee  will  have  only  seven 
members.  Whereas  the  old 
members  all  have  had  the  same 
role  on  the  committee,  the  new 
members  can  have  distinct  jobs. 
One  may  be  a  parent  in  the  Boston 
Public  Schools;  another  involved 
in  finance;  a  third  may  deal  with 
special  needs  students.  Now  if 
someone  with  specific  skills  is 
needed,  he  or  she  can  be  hired. 
As  Ted  Landsmark  said,  “There  is 
no  guarantee  that  School  Com¬ 
mittee  members  are  helping  the 
schools. ..Now  we  can  recruit 
specific  people  with  specific 
qualifications.”  In  the  past,  the 
school  board  has  dealt  with  per¬ 
sonal  issues  and  those  of  their 


constituents.  There  will  now  be  a 
focus  on  policies  for  running  the 
Boston  Public  Schools.  These 
policies  are  what  affect  us. 

The  first  thing  the  new 
School  Committee  will  work  on  is 
the  budget,  which  should  see  some 
major  changes.  “In  the  past  the 
School  Committee  could  pass  any 
budget  they  wanted  and  spend  any 
money  they  wanted,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  they  would  hand 
the  city  a  [bill]  and  say  ‘pay  for 
it.’”  The  new  committee  will  run 
differently  because  it  will  be  more 
focussed  on  the  students  and  their 
needs.  “They  [the  new  school 
board]  will  first  have  to  look  at  the 
classroom  and  see  where  the  pri¬ 
orities  are  and  make  decisions 
based  on  those  priorities.” _ 
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The  HOBY  Experience 


By  Mary  Finn 

H.O.B.Y.  (Hugh  O’Brien 
Youth  Foundation)  is  looking  for 
sophomores  who  feel  they  possess 
leadership  qualities  or  who  have 
already  shown  that  they  are  lead¬ 
ers  in  their  communities.  Each 
year  HOBY,  a  nationwide  organi¬ 
zation,  sponsors  a  four  day  con¬ 
ference  which  one  sophomore 
from  virtually  every  high  school 
in  Massachusetts  attends.  Last 
June  the  Eastern  Massachusetts 
conference  was  held  at  Bentley 
College.  The  ambassadors  slept 
in  the  dorms  and  participated  in 
lectures  held  in  Bentley’s  audito¬ 
rium.  The  weekend  was  hardly  all 
lectures,  though;  we  participated 
in  a  wide  variety  of  activities. 


These  include  helping  “City  Year” 
volunteers  paint  Brighton  High 
School,  participating  in  a  Busi¬ 
ness  Simulation  game  at  the 
Hancock  Building,  explaining  the 
Museum  of  Science,  and  joining 
in  countless  other  activities.  All 
expenses,  including  transporta¬ 
tion,  food,  and  admissions  are  paid 
for  by  generous  sponsors.  As  the 
ambassador  from  BLS  last  year,  I 
had  the  time  of  my  life.  I  made 
many  friends  with  whom  I  have 
stayed  in  touch,  not  to  mention  the 
knowledge  and  experience  I 
gained  from  the  four  day  confer¬ 
ence.  If  you  are  an  interested 
sophomore,  watch  the  bulletin  for 
more  details,  or  contact  your 
guidance  counselor  for  more  in¬ 
formation. 


T 
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To  Pledge  or  Not  to  Pledge  ? 


by  Lisa  Reynolds 

A  typical  scene:  it  is  8:00 
AM  -  a  voice  comes  over  the 
intercom  which  asks  us  to  rise  for 
the  Pledge  of  Allegiance. 

People  slowly  and  reluctantly 
shuffle  to  their  feet  and  turn  to 
face  the  flag.  Voice  recites  the 
Pledge  while  people  either  talk  to 
others  around  them  ,  stand  si¬ 
lently,  or  say  the  Pledge  with  about 
as  much  enthusiasm  as  they  would 
have  announced  that  they  had 
failed  an  exam. 

We  first  started  saying  the 
Pledge  of  Allegiance  during  the 
Persian  Gulf  War.  It  was  at  this 
time  that  having  spirit  for  your 
country  began  to  get  a  little  out  of 
hand.  (e.g.  a  parade  every  day, 
yellow  ribbons  for  $0.25  each, 
billions  of  T-shirts,  etc.)  Sup¬ 
porting  your  country  is  all  well 
and  good,  but  the  abundance  of 
hoopla  is  ridiculous!  It  is  also 
very  sad  to  think  that  people  who 
are  being  killed  because  some 
leaders  have  problems  with  each 
other  suddenly  makes  us  want  to 
pledge  allegiance  to  America. 
What  about  people  who  did  not 
support  the  war  effort?  How  it 
must  have  annoyed  them  when 
they  realized  that  a  war  was  the 
reason  we  were  inspired  to  pledge. 

Another  problem  I  have 
concerns  is  the  words  “  one 


nation.. .with  liberty  and  justice 
for  all.”  There  is  liberty  and  jus¬ 
tice  for  all?  The  United  States 
does  not  seem  to  back  that  claim. 
Until  1865,  this  did  not  apply  to 
slaves.  Women  are  still  not  con¬ 
sidered  equal  to  men  in  the  work 
force.  Is  this  justice?  I  think  not. 
We  are  all  restricted  by  various 
rules  that  contradicts  liberty. 
Rape,  incest,  and  abuse  victims 
are  degraded  by  our  own  lawyers 
and  judges;  people  who  are  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  so-called  liberty 
and  justice  in  this  country!  Is  this 
right?! 

Others  have  a  problem 
with  the  phrase  “  under  God”. 
They  feel  that  they  should  not 
have  to  pledge  to  a  nation  that 
claims  one  minute  to  be  under 
God  (in  the  Pledge),  and  the  next 
says  it  does  not  have  a  religion  ( 
see  the  First  Amendment  of  the 
Constitution).  There  are  other 
divine  beings  which  Americans 
worship.  How  do  they  feel  when 
they  recite  the  words  “under 
God”?  Then  there  are  the  non¬ 
religious  people,  who  feel  that  the 
words  “under  God”  are  offensive 
and  force  them  to  be  religious. 

I  hope  to  be  allowed  to 
poll  the  student  body  soon  to  see 
other  people’s  views  on  the  situ¬ 
ation.  Until  then,  I  ask  one  ques¬ 
tion:  WHY  DO  WE  HAVE  TO 
PLEDGE? 


By  Sean  Cronin 

Every  morning  before  we 
leave  homeroom,  a  voice  comes 
over  the  intercom  asking  us  to 
stand  for  the  pledge  of  allegiance. 
Every  morning,  I  get  up  from  my 
seat  and  recite  the  lines  which  I 
have  known  since  kindergarten. 
Every  morning,  I  feel  pride  in  this 
country.  Unfortunately,  I  also  hear 
complaints  that  we  should  not  be 
saying  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance. 

One  of  the  most  common 
arguments  made  against  the 
Pledge  concerns  the  phrase  “un¬ 
der  God.”  It  has  been  said  that  this 
may  offend  atheists  and  agnostics. 
I  am  an  agnostic  myself  and  say¬ 
ing  “under  God”  does  not  offend 
me.  The  founders  of  this  nation 
fought  and  died  with  the  belief 
that  they  were  under  the  protection 
of  God  in  their  efforts  to  establish 
a  free  country.  It  is  in  recognition 


of  the  beliefs  of  these  people  that 
I  gladly  say  “under  God.” 

Others  make  the  claim  that 
those  who  were  not  born  in 
America  need  not  to  say  the 
Pledge.  Regardless  of  one’s  place 
of  birth,  everyone  benefits  from 
the  freedom  and  economic  op¬ 
portunities  found  in  America.  The 
Pledge  of  Allegiance  should  be 
said  in  a  school  funded  by  the 
United  States.  Is  reciting  the 
Pledge  too  much  to  ask  in  return 
for  all  this  and  more? 

I  am  not  suggesting  that 
anyone  should  be  forced  to  say 
the  Pledge.  If  a  person  does  not 
believe  in  it,  he  should  not  say  it. 
Some  of  us  do  want  to  show  our 
patriotism  and  gratitude  toward 
the  United  States.  I  do  not  wish  to 
interfere  with  anyone’s  choice  not 
to  say  the  Pledge;  please  do  not 
interfere  with  my  choice  to  say  it. 


Wrong  Cut,  Wrong  Place 


Traditional  Latin 

by  Karen  Kumpavongsirikul 

Teaching  Latin  has  been  a 
tradition  at  Boston  Latin  School 
since  1635.  This  tradition  is  the 
substance  of  Boston  Latin  School. 
Unfortunately  there  are  very  few 
schools  left  that  have  Latin  as  a 
part  of  their  curriculum.  Aside 
from  Latin  Academy,  Boston 
Latin  School  is  the  only  school  in 
the  Boston  system  that  still  teaches 
Latin  as  a  major  course. 

Latin  has  been  a  subject 
many  students  have  dreaded  year 


after  year.  Admit  it  though,  in 
truth  Latin  is  the  base  of  our  En¬ 
glish  language.  Many  English 
words  are 

derived  from  the  Latin  words  and 
can  be  quite  useful  in  future  ref¬ 
erence.  This  proves  the  point  that 
we  are  not  learning  Latin  in  vain. 

If  you  enter  this  school  in 
the  7th  grade  you  are  required  to 
take  Latin  for  5  years  with  a  choice 
to  continue  in  the  senior  year,  but 
if  you  are  a  9B  this  needs  not  ap¬ 
ply  to  you  because  you  are  required 
to  take  Latin  for  only  three  years 
_ Latin  p.  8 


Turnaround 


By  Lisa  Reynolds 

The  article  on  page  twelve 
of  the  October  12th’s  Boston 
Herald  this  is  the  headline:  Teen 
Shot  During  Halftime  of  High 

School  Football  Game 

Unfortunately,  headlines 
like  that  may  soon  become  all  too 
common.  This  is  not  the  first  time 
in  recent  memory  that  there  has 
been  violence  at  school  or  at  a 
school-related  function.  Students 
are  forever  being  suspended  these 
days  for  bringing  weapons  to 
school.  Last  year,  two  teenagers 
got  into  a  fight  in  the  empty  cor¬ 
ridors  of  Boston  High  School,  and 
one  stabbed  the  other  to  death. 
Despite  these  headlines,  however, 
the  School  Committee  continues 
to  cut  back  on  the  amount  of  secu¬ 
rity  in  the  Boston  Public  Schools. 

It  is  a  sad  fact  of  life  to 
think  that  our  safety  may  be  vio¬ 
lated  at  a  place  where  we  are 
supposed  to  get  an  education.  We 
should  not  have  to  worry  about 
being  victimized  by  weapons  and 
shootings. 


The  School  Board’s  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  shooting  of  Jamal 
Douglas  at  the  Burke-Boston  Tech 
football  game  on  the  1 1th  was  to 
have  six  cops  show  up  for  the 
Madison  Park-Boston  English 
game  the  next  day.  This  will 
probably  not  happen  again, 
though,  leaving  football  games 
vulnerable  for  other  attacks. 

We  need  that  money  for 
better  security.  Metal  detectors 
at  school  entrances  will  not  do 
the  trick.  People  will  have  to 
show  up  an  hour  early  just  to  get 
in,  and  anything  will  set  them 
off.  (This  includes  keys,  ear¬ 
rings,  etc.)  We  need  honest  to 
goodness  police  officers  to 
protect  us.  Ths  School  Commit¬ 
tee  would  rather  spend  money, 
though,  on  something  not  as 
significant. 

What  will  it  take  for  the 
School  Board  to  wake  up  and 
smell  the  coffee?  How  many 
more  shootings  and  fights  will  it 
take  before  they  decide  to  try  to 
regain  control? 


Sean  Cronin 


Almost  one  year  ago,  this 
country  was  on  the  brink  of  war. 
Without  provocation,  Saddam 
Hussein  had  invaded  the  small, 
defenseless  nation  of  Kuwait  for 
his  own  selfish  reasons.  His  troops 
had  then  gone  to  rape  and  plunder 
the  country  with  unheard-of  bru¬ 
tality. 

Outraged  at  these  events, 
our  President,  George  Bush, 
pledged  that  Saddam’s  naked  ag¬ 
gression  would  not  be  tolerated. 
At  that  time,  however,  a  large 
percentage  oftheU.S.  population, 
including  many  students  at  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  School,  opposed  military 
action  by  the  United  States. 

I  never  fully  understood 
why  freeing  an  enslaved  and  tor¬ 
tured  nation  was  not  a  noble 
enough  cause  for  these  people, 
but,  nevertheless,  by  the  end  of 
this  hundred  hour  war,  most  had 
changed  their  minds.  The  over¬ 
whelming  majority  of  Americans 


supported  their  country’s  actions, 
and  George  Bush  became  one  of 
the  most  popular  Presidents  ever. 

As  the  weeks  went  on, 
something  else  happened:  many 
of  the  same  people  and  Senators 
who  had  voted  against  the  Presi¬ 
dent  were  saying  we  had  not  done 
enough.  Those  who  had  said  we 
had  no  business  being  there  in  the 
first  place  wanted  us  to  do  more 
than  the  U.N.  had  authorized. 

Simply  put,  we  were  in 
the  Middle  East  to  get  Iraq  out  of 
Kuwait.  We  were  right  to  stop 
when  we  did.  Now,  as  Saddam  is 
refusing  to  comply  with  the  cease¬ 
fire  agreement  regarding  his 
nuclear  weapons,  we  may  once 
again  be  forced  to  take  military 
action  against  him.  It  appears  that 
Americans  will  support  George 
Bush,  and  I  hope  this  is  indeed  the 
case,  because  we  will  be  justified 
in  taking  these  steps.  I  hope  they 
will  support  military  action  not 
because  it  is  popular,  but  because 
it  is  right. 


Note:  These  articles  do  not  represent  the  opinions  of  the  Argo. 
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NEW  TEACHERS 


Ms.  Roberson 


Ms.  Jacobson 


by  Adrian  Maung 

Among  the  several  new 
additions  to  the  Boston  Latin  staff 
is  Ms.  Rober  son,  a  math  teacher. 
She  started  her  career  in  education 
at  the  University  of  Tampa  and 
continued  on  to  the  University  of 
Massachusetts  at  Amherst  where 
she  received  her  Master’s  Degree 
in  education.  She  taught  at  a  junior 
high  school  in  Springfield  for  a 
year  prior  to  coming  to  BLS. 


When  she  first  arrived 
here,  she  found  the  school  a  little 
too  hectic,  but  she  quickly  ad¬ 
justed.  She  has  found  the  teachers 
here  to  be  well  educated  and  dedi¬ 
cated  to  their  professions.  As  to 
the  students,  she  describes  them 
as  highly  motivated  and  courte¬ 
ous. 

Her  plans  for  the  future 
include  going  back  to  school  to 
receive  her  doctorate  degree  in  an 
undecided  field  and  continuing  to 
teach  here  at  BLS. 


by  Adrian  Maung 

One  of  the  several  new 
faculty  members  at  the  B.L.S.  this 
year  is  Ms.  Jacobson,  a  science 
teacher.  In  addition  to  teaching 
Earth  Science  to  sixies,  she  also 
has  one  senior  Chemistry  I  class. 

Ms.  Jacobson  was  bom  in 
Minneapolis  and  grew  up  in  a 
small  town  in  Michigan.  She  re¬ 
ceived  her  bachelor  degree  from 
Harvard  College  and  was  working 
on  her  Master’s  Of  Science  in 
Geology  at  the  University  of  Ari¬ 


zona  when  she  changed  her  mind 
and  went  back  to  Harvard  College 
to  receive  her  Master’s  in  Educa¬ 
tion. 

When  she  first  came  to 
B.L.S. ,  she  was  overwhelmed  by 
the  size  of  the  school.  Now,  after 
the  first  term,  she  feels  more  at 
ease.  She  likes  both  the  interest¬ 
ing  teachers  and  the  students 
whom  she  considers  bright.  Her 
plans  for  the  future  include  re¬ 
maining  here,  teaching  for  a  while 
and  possibly  going  back  to  school. 


In  order  from  left  to  right: 

Ms.  Roberson 

Ms.  Hou 
Mr.  Seng 


“GO  TO  COLLEGE  IN 
THE  REAL  WORLD... 
AND  GET  REAL  RESULTS.” 


-Beth  Lahr,  Honors  Marketing  Student,  Class  of  ’94. 


At  Northeastern  University  in  Boston,  the  classroom  meets  the  real  world.  Our  rigorous  programs 
challenge  students  to  achieve  academic  excellence  while  applying  the  knowledge  learned  in  the 
classroom  in  a  real  work  environment  The  result  is  a  valuable,  dynamic  college  education.  1 1  to  1 
Student/Faculty  Ratio  A  Although  Northeastern  is  a  large  university,  the  focus  is  on  the  individual 
student  We  have  created  an  excellent  learning  environment  with  an  average  class  size  of  less  than  twenty 
five  students  and  a  student  to  frailty  ratio  of  11  to  I.  Each  of  our  nine  colleges  has  distinguished  faculty 
who  are  deeply  committed  to  undergraduate  teaching.  Honors  Program  A  The  most  outstanding 
students  have  the  opportunity  to  participate  in  the  enriched,  intensive  Honors  Program.  It  is  designed  to 
help  students  expand  special  interests  and  develop  an  understanding  of  new  ones.  Cooperative  Educa¬ 
tion  Program  A  At  Northeastern,  learning  goes  far  beyond  the  classroom.  Through  the  Cooperative 
Education  Program,  students  gain  practical  experience  in  the  workplace,  while  helping  to  finance  their 
education.  Cooperative  education  allows  our  students  to  enhance  their  education  while  building  their 
resumes  The  Northeastern  Student  Profile  A  Northeastern  undergraduates  are  intelligent, 
self-confident,  and  proactive.  They  are  ready  to  tackle  the  classroom  and  the  workplace.  Join  them. 

To  receive  information  about  our  academic  programs  or  Cooperative  Education,  please  call 
617437-2200  or  write  to:  Department  of  Undergraduate  Admissions,  Northeastern  University,  150 
Richards  Hall,  Boston,  MA  02115. 


Northeastern 
University 

“ Welcome  to  the  real  world.” 

A«  t^tnl  cppartuniv/aCrnutrvr  action  cducMioaul  inatibjiaa. 


Ms.  Kim 


Mr.  Corrigan 
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by  Pui  Yee  Ng 

Ms.  Kim  is  one  of  the  sev¬ 
eral  newcomers  who  signed  on 
with  the  faculty  this  year.  She  has 
7th  and  8th  grade  English  classes 
and  teaches  Math  in  the  Saturday 
School  program. 

Ms.  Kim  is  an  Asian- 
American  from  Seattle,  Washing¬ 
ton.  She  was  bom  there  and  re¬ 
ceived  her  elementary  Junior  high 
and  high  school  education  in  Se¬ 
attle.  She  became  an  undergradu¬ 
ate  at  Boston  University  and  ma¬ 
jored  in  English  and  Mathemat¬ 
ics.  Then  she  moved  on  to  Co¬ 
lumbia  University  where  she  is 
currently  studying  educational 
administration. 

Ms.  Kim  spent  eight  weeks 
at  BLS  last  year,  working  with 
Mrs.  Kelley-LaCambria,  the  as¬ 
sistant  headmaster.  But  why  is 
she  teaching  right  now?  “It  is 
important  to  experience  being  a 
teacher  first,”  she  believes.  When 
the  proposition  to  teach  at  BLS 
was  offered,  she  accepted. 

She  was  impressed  by  the 
many  traditions  of  the  school.  One 
of  her  first  impressions  was  of  the 
very  large  size  of  the  student  body 


and  its  extremely  orderly  behav¬ 
ior.  She  finds  the  faculty  “very 
helpful,  generous,  and  eager  to 
share  suggestions.”  When  asked 
if  she  thought  that  the  standards 
set  by  the  faculty  are  too  high,  she 
answered,  “No,  Boston  Latin 
School  is  defined  as  college-prep. 
This  school  graduates  some  of  the 
best  students.  The  teachers  de¬ 
serve  a  lot  more  credit  [because] 
the  demands  of  the  teachers  are 
exactly  what  takes  them  to  the 
prestigious  schools.”  As  for  the 
student  body,  she  has  noticed  in  it 
a  very  competitive  environment. 
On  the  whole,  she  finds  them 
well-behaved  and  well-mannered. 

Currently  teaching  En¬ 
glish  for  Classes  V  and  VI.  Even 
at  their  early  age,  they  seem  to  her 
to  be  very  motivated  and  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  future  and  their 
grades.  However,  she  would  also 
enjoy  the  opportunity  to  teach  the 
upper  classes. 

Because  of  the  support  and 
kindness  of  the  faculty  and  the 
students,  Ms.  Kim  does  wish  to 
stay  for  several  more  years.  She 
wants  to  stay  for  the  stability  and 
hesitates  to  move  without  a  full 
understanding  of  the  school. 


Dr.  Margaret  Yu 


by  Yen  Phi  Mach 

Dr.  Margaret  Yu  has  joined  the  crew  at  BLS.  The  new 
chemistry  teacher  grew  up  in  Hong  Kong  and  received  her  masters 
there.  She  then  came  to  Boston  and  earned  her  doctorate  in  biology 
at  Boston  College. 

During  my  interview  with  her,  I  was  informed  of  what  she  did 
before  she  started  teaching  here,  what  she  thinks  about  her  students, 
etc. 


by  Cindy  Poon 

There  are  a  few  new 
teachers  added  to  the  1991-1992 
BLS  faculty.  Among  them  is  Mr. 
Corrigan,  the  homeroom  teacher 
of  room  028  to  some,  and  to  oth¬ 
ers,  their  Spanish  teacher.  Before 
coming  to  Boston  Latin,  Mr. 
Corrigan  had  taught  students  at 
both  West  Roxbury  and 
Roslindale  High  for  25  years.  He 
came  to  Boston  Latin  hoping  to 
find  students  who  would  be  more 
appreciative  of  their  education  and 
of  what  he  had  to  offer. 

Born  in  Cambridge,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  Mr.  Corrigan  gradu¬ 


ated  from  both  Boston  College 
and  Middlesex  College  with  two 
Masters,  a  Bachelors  Degree,  and 
also  a  C  AGS  (Certificate  of  Ad¬ 
vanced  Graduate  Study).  He  de¬ 
scribes  himself  as  an  easy-going 
but  demanding  teacher. 

Apart  from  having  high 
expectations  from  his  students  - 
courtesy,  respect,  and  lots  of  hard 
work  -  Mr.  Corrigan  is  a  very  nice 
down-to-earth  guy.  He’s  friendly, 
pleasant,  and  a  big  sports  fan.  He 
likes  water-skiing,  booting,  and 
even  has  a  vacation  home  in  New 
Hampshire.  So  far,  he’s  very 
happy  at  Boston  Latin  and  plans 
to  teach  here  until  his  retirement. 


Ms.  Fontanez-Paduani 


by  Lisa  McCullough 

The  young  and  energetic 
Ms.  Fontanez-Paduani  has  re¬ 
placed  Mr.  Colbert,  a  long-time 
guidance  counselor  who  has  re¬ 
tired. 

Ms.  Fontanez-Paduani 
earned  her  undergraduate  degree 
at  U  Mass  Boston,  her  Masters  of 
Social  Work  at  Boston  University, 
and  her  Masters  in  Education  at 
Northeastern  University;  she  has 
been  working  in  education  for 
twelve  years.  She  spent  five  years 
at  Cambridge  Ringe  and  Latin 
High  School  working  specifically 
with  the  adolescent  parenting 
program  and  at  Newton  Public 
School  working  with  the  Metco 
program.  Although  Ms.  Fontanez- 
Paduani  has  an  extensive  back¬ 
ground  in  social  work,  she  turned 
to  guidance  because  she  “wanted 
to  be  a  role  model  for  Hispanic 
students.” 

Ms.  Fontanez-Paduani 
says  “the  students  at  Latin  are 
very  nice  and  they  are  excited 
about  education.”  She  also  says 
“they  are  not  clones  of  one  an¬ 


other.”  She  feels  “excited  be¬ 
cause  there  is  so  much  diversity  in 
the  school.” 

She  says  that  it  has  been 
slightly  difficult  handling  the  se¬ 
niors  because  she  can  only  base 
her  letters  of  recommendation  on 
academic  records  and  the  three 
appointments  she  insists  all  her 
seniors  make  to  see  her.  She 
comments,  “This  school  encour¬ 
ages  students  into  many  clubs, 
which  is  good,  but  I  find  that 
students  do  not  have  time  for  ex¬ 
tra  help.”  Ms.  Fontanez-Paduani 
explains  further  that  some  of  her 
seniors  are  so  busy  with  school 
work  and  extra  curricular  activi¬ 
ties  that  they  have  “zero  time.” 

Ms.  Fontanez-Paduani 
does  not  want  students  to  feel  shy 
about  coming  in  to  see  her.  She 
says,  “Just  pop.  in  the  Guidance 
Office  and  introduce  yourself.” 

In  my  opinion,  and  in  the 
opinions  of  many  seniors,  one  of 
whom  is  quoted  as  saying  “She’s 
cool.”  Ms.  Fontanez-Paduani  is  a 
welcome  addition  to  the  Guidance 
Department  Staff. 


Q:  What  did  you  do  before  you  started  teaching  here?  Note .  Articles  on  Mr.  Mendez ,  Ms.  Morelli, 

A:  I  researched  endocrinology  (dealing  with  hormones)  and  and  Mr.  Williamson  will  appear 

prostate  cancer  at  Tufts  University.  I  also  taught  some  classes  in  in  next  issue. 

college. 

Q:  Why  did  you  decide  to  teach  high  school  students? 

A:  I  was  looking  for  a  change  from  research.  Then  I  found  out  that 

there  was  an  opening  in  this  school  for  a  science  teacher,  so  I 
decided  to  give  it  a  try. 

Q:  What  kind  of  courses  were  you  interested  in  when  you  were  in 

school? 

A:  I  liked  history,  geography,  and  math.  I  was  also  interested  in 

music,  but  in  school,  there  weren’t  any  classes  for  it. 

Q:  Can  you  tell  me  how  you  feel  about  teaching  the  students  here? 

A:  It  was  a  bit  easier  to  teach  in  college  because  the  students  were 

very  interested  in  the  course.  That  is  not  a  problem  here  because 
there  are  many  bright  students,  who  work  hard.  I  have  high  expecta¬ 
tions  for  my  students,  and  they  seem  to  be  doing  very  well. 

Q:  How  do  you  feel  about  this  school,  and  do  you  plan  to  stay 

here? 

A:  I  like  this  school  very  much;  I  am  happy  here.  And  yes,  I  plan 

to  stay. 


C2  CB:  er 


HARVARD  SCHOOL  of 
DENTAL  MEDICINE 

is  currently  accepting  patients  who  need 

ORTHODONTIC  TREATMENT 

at  reasonable  fees  for 
children,  adolescents  and  adults 

Call  432-1100 


Tsa]  188  Longwood  Avenue 
^  Boston,  MA  02115  EB 
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Clubs 

Greek  Club  French  Club 


by  Athena  Stamatos 

This  year  the  Greek  Club 
plans  to  promote  Greek  culture 
and  to  learn  more  about  it  while 
having  fun  by  attending  field  trips 
to  museums,  restaurants,  and 
theaters. 

At  the  meetings,  films  will 
be  shown  and  samples  of  Greek 
cuisine  will  be  provided. 
Fundraising  will  soon  begin. 

The  newly  elected  club 
officers  are  Paul  Stamatos 
(President),  Nektaria  Bougas  and 
Maria  Economopoulos  (Co-Vice 
Presidents),  Areti  Stamatos  (Sec¬ 
retary),  and  Athena  Stamatos 
(Treasurer). 

The  meetings  are  held  in 
room  131;  the  advisor  is  Ms. 
Pagos;  membership  fee  is  five 
dollars. 


by  Areti  Stamatos 

The  French  Club  elected 
its  officers:  President  Alexander 
Veguilla,  Vice-President  Areti 
Stamatos,  Secretary  Emmanuelle 
Fleurinor,  and  Treasurer  Theresa 
He.  Topics  that  have  been  dis¬ 
cussed  are  the  annual  Christmas 
Party  at  the 

French  Library,  activities  for  the 
National  Foreign  Language  Week 
in  March,  and  the  student  ex¬ 
change  program  with  Caen  in 
Normandy.  French  students  will 
come  here;  we  will  go  there  to 
learn  more  about  French  culture. 
Anyone  interested  in  joining  the 
French  Club  and/or  going  on  the 
adventurous  exchange  trip,  please 
see  Ms.  Conteh  A.S.A.P. 


Sports 

Girls'  Swim  Team 


by  Cheryl  McMahon 

During  this  season  the 
girl’s  swim  team  has  gone  through 
many  changes. 

They  are  not  in  the  Dual 
county  League  anymore.  Most  of 
the  teams  in  the  DCL  have  moved 
into  the  winter  session  and  com¬ 
bined  with  the  Boy’s  swim  teams. 
BLS,  Acton  BoxBorough  and 
Milford  are  the  only  D.C.L.  teams 
that  have  stayed  in  the  fall  season. 
This  year  there  are  twice  as  many 
meets  as  there  were  last  year; 
therefore,  swimming  will  still  be 
considered  a  varsity  sport. 


However,  this  is  the  only 
existing  team  swim  team  in  the 
city  of  Boston.  The  coaches,  Mr. 
Anley  and  Ms.  Byrd,  have  stayed 
on  even  though  they  are  not  get¬ 
ting  paid.  The  team  has  also  un¬ 
dergone  problems  concerning  the 
use  of  a  pool  and  the  busing  sys¬ 
tem  just  like  every  team. 

Considering  all  these 
drawbacks,  the  team  has  done  very 
well  so  far  for  this  season.  The 
record  is  5-5.  One  of  closest  and 
most  exciting  meets  was  with 
Bellant  High  School.  The  score 
was  93-92,  Latin. 


Girls'  Volleyball  Team 


by  Mable  Mui 

As  of  October  15,  1991, 
the  Boston  Latin’s  Girls’  volley¬ 
ball  team  has  an  overall  record  of 
8-3.  Despite  not  taking  first  place 
in  the  Dual  County  League  this 
year,  the  team  will  still  vie  ardently 
into  the  play-offs.  After  three  of 
the  team’s  good  players  graduated 
last  year,  the  team  has  gained  three 
more  exceptionally  well-rounded 
players  —  Janet  Van,  a  sopho¬ 
more;  See  Yee  Lee,  also  a 
sophomore;  and  Tung  Ping  Lee,  a 
senior. 

Returning  players  are 
Madeline  Pham,  Olympia  Ming, 
and  Mable  Mui,  all  seniors.  Play¬ 
ing  together  for  many  years  now. 


it  will  be  sad  to  have  these  three 
excellent  players  go.  In  addition 
to  the  starting  six  players  are  vig¬ 
orous  Siu  Ming  Lee,  a  sopho¬ 
more;  athletic  Irene  Yao,  a  junior; 
and  Kelly  Gushu,  a  junior  with 
great  potential. 

The  young  and  talented 
junior  varsity  team  remains 
undefeated  once  again  this  year. 
They  also  play  an  important  part 
in  the  varsity  team’s  success  with 
their  many  cheers  and  encour¬ 
agements.  Overall,  the  BLS  vol¬ 
leyball  team’s  success  is  greatly 
owed  to  Coach  Woo,  who  has 
committed  her  time,  energy  and 
patience  in  molding  each  player 
to  the  best  of  her  potential. 


D&D 

by  Andy  Kwong 


D&D  stands  for  Dungeons 
and  Dragons.  The  game  is  about 
having  fun  with  make-believe.  A 
dungeon  master  assumes  the  role 
of  a  story  teller  and  guides  one  to 
another  place,  which  can  be  any¬ 
where  from  one’s  own  backyard 
to  the  gates  of  Camelot.  The 
members  of  this  club  actually  take 
on  the  identity  of  another  person 
(a  warrior,  priest,  mage,  rogue, 
etc.)  in  another  place  and  try  to 
accomplish  a  goal,  whether  it  is 
winning  a  war  or  escaping  the  bad 


guys.  A  warrior  can  range  from 
the  likes  of  Sir  Lancelot  to  Little 
John  to  Conan;  a  priest  can  be 
Friar  Tuck;  a  good  example  of  a 
mage  is  Merlin;  Robin  Hood  and 
Peter  Pan  are  rogues.  The  only 
limit  on  what  happens  and  what 
one  can  be  is  one’s  collective 
imagination.  At  its  best,  it  is  like 
acting.  All  fellow  players  and 
interested  people  are  welcome. 
The  club  meets  in  the  cafeteria  or 
in  Room  209  on  Tuesdays. 


Sailing  Team 


by  Sam  Marti  and 

On  Sunday,  October  27, 
the  B.L.S.  Sailing  Team  raced  in 
the  N.E.S.S.A.  (New  England 
School  Sailing  Association)  Fall 
Fun  Fest  Regatta,  which  was  sailed 
at  Courageous  Sailing  Center  in 
Charlestown  Navy  Y ard.  The  Fall 
Regatta  and  a  few  other  events  let 
schools  compete  during  what  is 
otherwise  a  practice  season. 

Captain  Erik  Egleston 
started  off  the  racing  with  two 
first-place  finishes  in  the  A  Divi¬ 
sion.  The  team  kept  the  lead 


through  twelve  races,  losing  it  in 
the  thirteenth  to  Milton  Academy 
who  won  the  Scott  Ford  Trophy 
for  the  second  consecutive  year. 
B.L.S.  easily  finished  in  second 
place.  In  the  A  Division,  Skipper 
Erik  Egleston  and  Crew  Ian  Hoag 
won  first  place.  In  the  B  Division, 
Skipper  Dexter  Hoag  and  Crew 
Sam  Martland  won  second  place. 
The  team  defeated  sailing  arch¬ 
rival  Brookline  High,  which,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  second  prize  tro¬ 
phy,  made  the  fall  season  a  suc¬ 
cess. 
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Boys'  Soccer  Team 

by  Athena  Stamatos 

The  Boys  Soccer  Team  has  had  a  great  season  in  terms  of  team 
spirit  and  performance.  They  have  had  four  wins,  ten  losses,  and  two 
ties.  BLS  beat  Wayland  4-1,  CM  5-2,  CM  4-3,  and  Weston  2-0.  In  each 
of  the  two  games  against  Catholic  Memorial,  senior  Stephen  Campbell 
scored  three  goals.  The  team  tied  Weston  1-1  and  Newton  2-2. 

The  coach  is  Rick  Sewall.  The  eight  co-captains  are  seniors 
Geoffrey  Morse,  Kevin  Daly,  Dylan  Gallegos,  George  Kamberidis, 
Stephen  Campbell,  Greg  Power,  Sean  Davidson  and  junior  John 
Gorham.  The  team  has  played  exceptionally  well. 

Junior  A1  O’Donovan  (goalie)  had  this  to  say  about  the  team: 
“This  defense  was  the  greatest  I  have  ever  played  behind.  They’re  a 
great  bunch  of  guys.  They  played  their  hearts  out.  Have  a  great  time.” 

John  Gorham  (forward)  said,  “We  had  a  great  season  even 
though  we  lost  a  lot  of  close  games.  We  had  a  lot  of  fun,  and  that’s  the 
only  thing  that  matters.” 

Unfortunately  the  team  will  be  losing  seven  great  soccer 
players  after  they  graduate. 

“One  of  the  reasons  we  were  so  competitive  this  year  [was] 
because  we  have  come  together  not  only  as  a  team,  but  also  as  friends, 
“  said  the  team  “spark  plug”  and  right  defender  Dylan  Gallegos. 

George  Kamberidis  (left  defender),  who  was  overcome  with 
emotion,  commented,  “I  had  a  great  time.  I  love  them.  Now  that  the 
season  is  over,  it  feels  like  a  piece  of  me  has  been  taken  away.” 

Stephen  Campbell  (right  forward)  feels  “they  are  the  greatest 
bunch  of  guys.  I  never  would  have  wanted  to  play  with  anyone  else.” 

Kevin  Daly  (defensive  stopper)  said,  “I  never  worked  so  well 
with  anyone  else.  Sean  and  I  played  together  on  defense.” 

Geoff  Morse  played  left  forward,  Greg  Power  played  center 
forward,  and  Sean  Davidson  was  defensive  sweeper. 

We  say,  “Congratulations,  Wolfpack!  We  are  proud  of 

you!” 


Picture  of  boys'  soccer  team  is  on  page  8. 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


Music  Reviews 

by  Lisa  Reynolds  and  Athena  Stamatos 


Color  Me  Badd 

Color  Me  Badd  is  a  talented  new  group  of  male  singers  from 
Oklahoma.  Their  names  are  Bryan,  Mark,  Kevin,  and  Sam. 

Since  “I  Wanna  Sex  You  Up”  was  released  in  the  spring,  it 
went  to  the  top  of  the  music  charts.  “I  Adore  Mi  Amor”  is  a  great  ballad 
sung  partly  in  English  and  partly  in  Spanish.  C.M.B.’s  latest  release 
“All  4  Love”  is  a  smash  hit.  Other  great  songs  on  the  album  are  “Slow 
Motion”,  “Groove  my  Mind,  “Thinkin’  Back”,  and  “Heartbreaker”. 
“Color  Me  Badd”  is  a  song  which  introduces  the  singers  and  their 
producer,  Dr.  Freeze. 

I  highly  recommend  the  album. 

Boyz  n  the  Hood  Soundtrack 

Bovz  n  the  Hood  is  both  a  recent  surprise  movie  and  a  music  hit. 
While  I  did  not  get  to  see  the  highly  acclaimed  movie,  I  did  hear  the 
equally  well-received  album. 

For  those  of  you  expecting  New  Jack  City  II.  modify  your  opinion. 
Boyz  n  the  Hood  has  a  much  more  rougher  edge  to  it,  i.e.  more  rap,  and 
not  of  the  Top  40  variety,  while  New  Jack  City  had  more  crossover 
appeal. 

Nevertheless,  Bovz  n  the  Hood  is  an  excellent  album.  Fans  of  the 
Yo!  MTV  Raps  will  recognize  the  wonderful  works  of  Ice  Cube, 
Monnie  Love,  and  Yo-Yo,  to  name  a  few  artists.  One  of  the  best  tracks 
is  “Just  a  Friendly  Game  of  Baseball”  by  Main  Source,  which  tells 
about  the  unjustifiable  killings  of  today’s  youth  over  sports  games. 

For  those  of  you  who  are  not  rap  fans,  I  strongly  suggest  the  soulful 
“Me  and  You”  by  Tony!Toni!Tone!  or  “Too  Young”  by  new  teen 
sensation  Hi-Five. 


Spellbound 

Paula  Abdul’s  new  album 
includes  several  great  dance  songs 
and  a  few  good  ballads.  Some  of 
the  best  are  “Rush  Rush,”  “My 
Foolish  Heart,”  “Blowing  Kisses 
In  the  Wind,”  “To  You,”  “Alright 
Tonight,”  and  “Rock  House.” 
Spellbound  is  almost  as  good  as 
Forever  Your  Girl. 

The  Comfort 
Zone 

This  is  a  review  of  the 
very  sassy  Vanessa  Williams 
single  “Running  Back  To  You,” 
which  has  previews  of  other  songs 
on  her  new  album. 

Williams’  rich  voice  fills 
her  tunes  with  emotion.  Except 
for  “Running  Back  To  You,”  the 
best  song  is  the  title  track,  which 
is  vaguely  the  reminiscent  of  last 
year’s  cover  of  “I’ve  You  Under 
My  Skin”  by  Neneh  Cherry. 
“Running  Back  To  You”  seems  to 
be  the  only  fast  song,  which  is  too 
bad,  since  its  funky  beat  is  infec¬ 
tious.  Other  than  that,  listening  to 
this  album  is  like  living  in  “The 
Comfort  Zone.” 

EMF:  Schubert 
Dip 

EMF  is  one  of  many  new 
rock  groups  from  England.  Their 
hit  “Unbelievable”  deserves  an 
A.  Other  notable  songs  are  “Lies” 
and  “Girl  of  an  Age”.  However, 
the  rest  of  the  songs  sound  alike. 

The  music  of  EMF  is  very 
different  from  any  other  group.  It 
has  a  unique  English  sound. 
Schubert  Dip  has  received  high 
reviews  from  several  magazines. 


Mariah  Carey 

Mariah  Carey  co-wrote 
and  co-produced  Emotions.  Miss 
Carey  does  not  disappoint  her  fans 
on  this  follow-up  album.  From 
the  uplifting  title  track  to  mourn¬ 
ful  ballads  such  as  “Can  ’  t  Let  Go,” 
this  album  is  a  delight.  The  songs 
“You’re  So  Cold”  and  “Make  It 
Happen”  have  very  funky  dance 
beats.  “If  It’s  Over”  and  “So 
Blessed”  are  two  beautiful  ballads. 
Carey  expands  her  repertoire  of 
songs  on  this  second  album,  and 
new  writing  partners  help  improve 
her  material.  This  is  a  first-rate 
album.  We  highly  recommend  it. 

D.  J.  Jazzy  Jeff 
and  the  Fresh 
Prince 

This  album  is  exuberat¬ 
ing.  Homebase  has  many  smooth 
raps.  Some  great  ones  are  “Ring 
My  Bell”,  “Summertime”, 
“Caught  In  the  Middle  (Love  & 
Life)  “,  “This  Boy  Is  Smooth”, 
and  “The  Things  That  You  Do”. 
The  raps  are  interesting,  but  the 
rhythm  is  even  better.  Dancing  to 
the  songs  on  this  album  is  very 
easy. 

The  KLF:  The 
White  Room 

The  KLF  uses  a  synthe¬ 
sizer,  an  Atari  computer,  and  a 
sampler  on  this  album.  The  best 
songs  are  “3  A.M.  Eternal”, 
“Church  of  the  KLF”,  “Build  A 
Fire”,  and  “Justified  and  Ancient”. 
There  are  very  few  lyrics  in  the 
songs,  but  the  music  is  powerful. 


Prince  &  the 
New  Power 
Generation 

Prince  has  made  a  new 
album:  "Diamonds  and  Pearls." 
Some  of  the  best  songs  on  this 
album  are  "Cream,"  "Get  Off," 
"Diamonds  and  Pearls,"  and 
"Thunder."  "Push"  and  "Jughead" 
have  good  dance  beats.  With  the 
help  of  The  New  Power  Genera¬ 
tion,  Prince  has  a  good  album  to 
promote. 


Amy  Grant 

Amy  Grant’s  new  album. 
Heart  In  Motion,  is  an  excellent 
change  from  her  earlier  gospel 
singing.  This  album,  which  came 
out  in  the  spring,  has  several 
sensational  hits.  My  favorites 
include  “Good  For  Me”,  “Every 
Heartbeat”,  “Galileo”,  “That’s 
What  Love  Is  For”,  “Hope  Set 
High”,  “Ask  Me”,  and  “Baby 
Baby”.  Amy  wrote  “Baby  Baby” 
for  her  newborn  baby  girl.  “Ask 
Me”  was  written  for  a  friend  who 
was  sexually  abused  in  her  child¬ 
hood.  This  album  is  well  worth 
buying. 


Drama:  The  Snow  Ball 


by  Lisa  Reynolds 

On  Thursday,  October  10, 
fifty  Boston  Latin  sophomores 
attending  a  production  of  The 
Snow  Ball  at  the  Huntington  The¬ 
ater. 

A.R.  Gurney’s  script  is 
told  from  the  point  of  view  of 
Cooper  Jones,  a  WASP  in  his  early 
fifties  who  is  beginning  to  descend 
the  corporate  ladder  while  his  wife, 
Liz,  is  on  her  way  up.  He  meets  an 
old  school  friend,  recently  di¬ 
vorced  Lucy  Dunbar,  who  wants 
to  recreate  a  scene  from  their  past 
-  The  Snow  Ball.  She  also  wants 


to  invite  back  the  stars  of  their 
dancing  school,  Jack  Daley  and 
Kitty  Price,  for  one  final  perfor¬ 
mance.  Even  though  his  wife 
thinks  it  is  a  crazy  idea.  Cooper 
Jones  precedes  with  it.  While  he 
and  Lucy  prepare  for  the  Snow 
Ball,  his  mind  flashes  back  to  the 
past  when  he  took  ballroom 
dancing  lessons.  Meanwhile,  he 
enjoys  a  little  hanky-panky  with 
Lucy.  In  the  end,  Cooper  must 
decide  whether  to  revert  to  his 
past  life  or  forge  on  in  the  present. 

The  story  line  is  a  bit  dull 
at  times,  and  the  second  act  is 


much  too  hurried,  leaving  the  au¬ 
dience  with  little  time  to  collect 
their  thoughts  before  jumping  to 
the  next  scene.  The  acting  was 
excellent,  though,  and  the  dancing 
is  really  entertaining.  One  of  the 
most  beautiful  scenes  is  near  the 
end,  when  an  older  Jack  and  Kitty 
dance  on  stage  with  their  ghosts 
from  the  earlier  days.  It  is  ex¬ 
tremely  interesting  to  see  the  two 
worlds  collide.  Another  excellent 
scene,  superbly  played  out  by  the 
actors,  comes  just  after  the 
younger  Kitty  is  crowned  Snow 
Queen.  She  is  stranded  without  a 


dance  partner  after  Jack  momen¬ 
tarily  disappears,  and  the  head  of 
the  dancing  school  finally  believes 
that  he  would  have  the  chance  to 
dance  with  his  prize  pupil.  Ev¬ 
eryone  freezes  in  place,  hanging 
in  limbo,  while  Cooper  explains 
the  emotions  felt  by  all  while 
waiting  for  Kitty’s  response. 

While  TheSnowBallis  not 
the  best  play  ever,  it  certainly  is 
not  as  bad  as  the  scathing  review 
in  the  Boston  Globe  made  it  out  to 
be.  For  some,  it  is  probably  the 
closest  thing  to  fine  culture  today. 


Movie  Reviews 


"Necessary  Roughness" 

by  Lisa  Reynolds 

“Necessary  Roughness”  is  the  story  of  a  bunch  of  misfits  who 
are  chosen  to  play  on  the  Texas  State  Armadillos,  a  college  football 
team  that  has  lost  all  of  its  previous  players  after  they  broke  rules 
concerning  steroids,  gambling,  and  deliberate  grade  changing.  The 
team,  whose  new  members  include  a  34-year-old  freshman  quarter¬ 
back,  a  female  place-kicker,  a  Samoan  wrestler,  an  ex-military  junkie, 
and  the  college’s  astronomy  teacher,  lose  often  but  leam  that  it’s  not 
whether  they  win  or  lose,  but  how  they  play  the  game.  They  all  stick 
together  and  become  a  real  team. 

“Necessary  Roughness”  is  an  obvious  rip-off  of  the  1989 
movie  “Major  League”,  with  the  difference  being  that  “Major  League” 
was  about  the  Cleveland  Indians  and  was  much  funnier.  The  jokes  are 
flat,  the  movie  drags  on  for  two  long  hours,  and  even  the  dialogue 
seems  eerily  similar  to  the  baseball  flick  of  two  years  ago.  There  are 
many  pointless  scenes,  comments  that  don’t  make  sense,  and  too  man> 
stereotypical  images  of  the  modern-day  jock.  The  only  good  thing 
about  this  film  was  Rob  Schneider’s  (Steve  the  Copy  Man  of  Saturday 
Night  Live  fame)  performance  as  the  announcer.  (“Fumble.  Fumble- 
laya.  Fumble-rooskie.”) 

“Necessary  Roughness”  is  an  unnecessary  movie.  Don’t 
waste  your  money. 


Latin  continued  from  p.  3 

with  a  choice  in  the  senior  year.  In 
the  7th  and  8th  grade  Latin  I  is 
divided  in  half.  This  level  course 
consists  of  basic  grammar  from 
cases,  to  tenses,  to  building  your 
vocabulary  to  prepare  you  for  the 
next  level.  In  the  9th  grade,  Latin 
II  is  focused  on  translations  of 
Caesar,  subjunctives,  clauses  and 
other  grammar  usage.  Next  in  the 
10th  grade,  Latin  III  is  focused  on 


the  translation  of  Cicero  and  some 
grammar  depending  upon  your 
teacher.  Finally  in  the  1 1th  grade, 
Latin  IV  focuses  on  the  grammar 
that  you  acquired  to  translate  the 
AENEID. 

Some  people  feel  that  Latin 
should  be  taken  until  the  sopho¬ 
more  year  and  not  the  junior  year. 
This  would  mean  that  either  the 
Latin  I  grammar  would  have  to  be 
summed  up  entirely  in  the  7th 
grade,  which  I  personally  don’t 


Boys' Soccer  Team  The 


"Dead  Again" 

by  Carolyn  Sosa  and  Kerry 

Millett 

“Dead  Again”  is  a  thriller, 
starring  Emma  Thompson  in  a 
dual  role  as  Grace  and  Margaret 
Strauss,  and  Kenneth  Brannaugh 
in  a  dual  role  as  Mike  Church  and 
Roman  Strauss.  This  movie  is 
about  a  love  that  survives  through 
death  and  time.  As  soon  as  one 
starts  to  watch  it,  one  can’t  stop 
because  of  the  suspense  that  leads 
to  the  exciting  ending.  “Dead 
Again”  is  very  well  directed;  the 
constant  switch  from  color  to  black 
and  white  gives  the  spectator  a 
greater  understanding  of  the  plot. 
The  two  plots  fit  together  per¬ 
fectly  to  make  it  a  very  enjoyable 
movie. 


think  the  sixies  could  handle,  or 
the  Latin  IV  AENEID  would  have 
to  be  completely  obliterated. 

I,  from  a  highly  biased 
point  of  view,  feel  that  there  is 
nothing  wrong  with  taking  Latin 
until  the  1 1th  grade  as  long  as  we 
have  a  choice  for  the  senior  year. 
I  believe  that  Latin  should  be  kept 
alive  in  this  traditional  school  and 
continue  to  be  part  of  the  curricu¬ 
lum  to  the  greatest  potential. 


"Ricochet" 

by  Debra  McCullough 

A  rookie  cop  (Denzel 
Washington)  captures  a  murderer 
(John  Lithgow).  While  in  jail,  the 
murderer  becomes  obsessed  with 
exacting  revenge  upon  the  char¬ 
acter  of  Denzel  Washington  when 
his  career  sky  rockets.  Lithgow 
escapes  from  jail  placing  Wash¬ 
ington  in  embarrassing  situations 
beyond  his  control.  When  Wash¬ 
ington  is  framed  for  murder,  the 
only  one  who  knows  of  his  inno¬ 
cence  is  the  one  who  framed  him. 
Washington  recruits  the  help  of 
his  friend  Ice  T  in  bringing  out  the 
truth.  Ice  T  did  an  excellent  job  in 
his  portrayal  of  a  drug  dealer. 
Lithgow  proves  his  acting  ability 
and  range  in  movies.  You  haven’t 
seen  the  best  of  Washington  until 
you’ve  seen  this  movie.  If  you 
want  to  be  frightened,  excited, 
and  totally  disgusted,  go  see 
"Ricochet." 


BLS 

Scoreboard 

Football 

2-3-1 

Boys’  Soccer 

4-10-2 

Girls'  Soccer 

0-13-1 

Girls’  Volleyball 

10-5 

Girls'  Swimming 

5-5 

Golf 

9-3 

Note:  Scores  might  not  be  up  to  date. 

Rrgo  mould  like  to  thank  Mr.  Gwiazda  for  his  help. 
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Victory  Once  Again!  Show  Choir  Festival 


By  Christine  McCullough 


This  year’s  Latin-English 
game  was  traditionally  held  at 
Nickerson  Field  at  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity.  Unlike  last  year,  it  was  a 
mild  day.  The  weather  might  have 
been  different,  but  the  outcome  of 
the  game  was  still  the  same.. .Latin, 
once  again,  triumphed  over  En¬ 
glish. 

In  the  first  quarter,  En¬ 
glish  had  an  opportunity  to  get  a 
field  goal,  led  three  to  zero,  but 
they  were  greedy  and  tried  for  a 
touchdown,  which  they  did  not 
accomplish.  By  half-time,  nei¬ 
ther  team  had  scored.  In  the  third 
quarter,  Latin  scored  two  touch¬ 
downs.  The  first  was  by  Alan 


Cooper;  the  second,  by  Jeff 
Clough.  Having  failed  to  get  an 
extra  point  after  the  second  touch¬ 
down,  the  Wolfpack  led  thirteen 
to  zero.  In  the  fourth  quarter,  Tom 
Capasso  reached  high  in  the  air 
intercepting  an  English  pass.  In 
the  plays  that  followed,  Jeff 
Clough  went  in  for  another  Latin 
touchdown.  The  extra  point,  how¬ 
ever,  was  not  made.  During  the 
game,  Rick  Newman,  and  Alan 
Cooper  caught  several  passes  from 
Jeff  Clough  helping  the  team  to¬ 
wards  a  Latin  School  victory.  The 
final  score  was  nine-teen  to  zero! 
Congratulations  to  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  team  and  Coach 
Costello. 


by  Lisa  McCullough 


On  Friday,  November 
15^,  while  other  Latin  school  stu¬ 
dents  were  on  their  way  home  to  a 
relaxing  weekend,  the  members 
of  the  Latin  School  Show  Choir 
and  their  director  Mrs.  Fernandez 
were  practicing  the  theme  song 
for  the  Bay  State’s  Eighth  Annual 
Show  Choir  Festival.  This  festi¬ 
val,  held  in  Easton,  Mass.,  was  a 
two-day  rehearsal  ending  with  a 
fantastic  show  that  gives  show 
choirs  from  around  the  Bay  State 
area  a  chance  to  demonstrate  what 
they  can  do. 

Upon  arrival  at  Oliver 
Ames  High  School,  we  were 
brought  into  the  auditorium  and 


began  practicing  the  theme  song 
of  the  festival,  “In  Our  Hands.” 
After  going  over  the  song,  the 
large  group  of  around  three  hun¬ 
dred  was  divided  up  into  two 
groups;  Group  A  learned  “This 
Joint  Is  Jumping,”  while  Group  B 
were  taught  “Hillbilly  Rock.” 
Both  groups  spent  an  intense,  vir¬ 
tually  non-stop  two-day  period 
learning  the  new  songs  and  dances. 

Saturday  night  came  upon 
us  fast,  and  before  we  knew  it,  it 
was  show  time.  Everyone  was 
excited  and  nervous  at  the  same 
time,  but  we  were  having  too  much 
fun  to  worry.  The  first  song  we 
sang  was  our  own  rendition  of  the 

continued  on  p.  2 


The  New  Superintendent 


by  Hilary  Krieger 

This  past  August,  Boston 
appointed  a  new  superintendent. 
Dr.  Lois  Harrison-Jones,  who 
agreed  to  be  interviewed  by  the 
Argo.  She  was  selected  after  be¬ 
ing  contacted  and  interviewed  by 
a  search  committee  and  currently 
has  a  contract  for  the  next  four 
years.  Her  position  is  CEO  of  the 
Boston  School  Department;  her 
duties  include  fiscal,  personnel, 
instructional,  and  parent  coopera¬ 
tion  responsibilities.  Her  average 
fourteen  hour  day  involves  hold¬ 


committee,  and  making  public 
appearances.  Whereas  the  school 
committee  makes  policies,  the 
superintendent  implements  them 
and  decides  how  money  is  going 
to  be  used  to  do  this.  She  has  to 
establish  priorities,  identify  prob¬ 
lems  and  attack  them.  But  what 
are  these  problems? 

Lois  Harrison’s  list  of 
problems  in  this  school  system 
begins  not  with  the  budget  or  de¬ 
pressing  test  scores,  but  with  the 
increasingly  negative  attitude  of 
Boston  parents  toward  the  schools. 
There  have  been  improvements  in 
the  Boston  School  recently; 


though  the  results  are  not  perfect, 
or  even  great,  they  are  rising,  and, 
as  Dr.  Harrison-Jones  said  “you 
need  to  make  sure  it’s  always  go¬ 
ing  in  the  right  direction.” 

We  have  achieved  the  low¬ 
est  drop-out  rate,  10.8%,  in  13 
years,  and  the  number  of  gradu¬ 
ates  going  on  to  higher  education 
has  risen  6.4%  in  the  last  year 
alone.  The  superintendent  stresses 
the  importance  of  a  positive  atti¬ 
tude.  She  is  going  to  tell  Boston 
Citizens  “the  truth”  which  includes 
the  good  as  well  as  the  bad.  As  she 


to  improve  the  school  system,  not 
fighting  it.” 

This  isn’t  to  say  that 
there’s  nothing  wrong  with  the 
Boston  Schools.  She  lists  as  other 
major  difficulties  the  constant 
polarization  of  people  at  every 
level  (race,  neighborhood,  in¬ 
come,  etc.),  the  inadequate  funds 
to  run  the  entire  city  (not  just  the 
schools),  the  low  value  people 
place  on  education,  and  the  lack 
of  knowledge  people  have  about 
running  the  school  system.  She 
plans  to  remedy  these  problems 
by  working  with  the  community 


and  adds  that  she  can’t  do  it  alone. 

Lois  Harrison-Jones  is 
currently  effecting  the  Annual 
School  Plan.  This  means  that  de¬ 
cisions  relative  to  matters  such  as 
the  budget  for  each  school  will  be 
addressed  by  that  school  so  that 
they,  who  know  their  needs  best, 
can  make  a  list  of  priorities,  and 
they  discover  a  means  of  respond¬ 
ing  to  these  costs.  “People  in  the 
schools...  have  to  assume  a  greater 
responsibility.”  This  is  another 
form  of  cooperation  between  the 
schools  and  the  school  department, 
which  is  “a  more  efficient  way  to 
operate.” 

In  addition  to  this  plan, 
she  is  encouraged  by  some  recent 
positive  signs  that  have  been 
shown.  Attitudes  have  begun  to 
change,  and  she  feels  that  the  bud¬ 
get  meetings  with  parents  are  a 
step  in  the  right  direction.  An  ar¬ 
ticle  in  The  Boston  Globe  read, 
“For  the  first  time...  the  Boston 
Public  Schools  will  allow  the  par¬ 
ents  and  other  education  activists 
to  influence  the  creation  of  the 
system’s  budget.”  However  the 
superintendent  does  feel  that  “To 
affect  the  city  in  a  significant  way- 
will  take  a  while.” 

In  the  ends  all  these  plans 


ing  meetings,  working  with  staff, 
talking  to  legislators,  talking  with 
parents,  working  with  the  school 


said,  “Encouragement  will  cause 
you  to  improve  more  than  criti¬ 
cism,”  and  we  should  “take  time 


and  programs  are  “enabling  ob¬ 
jectives.”  As  Dr.  Harrison-Jones 
says,  “My  primary  focus  is  on 
student  performance.”  And  stu¬ 
dent  performance  does  not  simply 
mean  good  grades,  though  that  is 
important.  This  also  refers  to  citi¬ 
zenship,  personal  development, 
student’s  value  systems  and  the 
quality  of  their  decision-making. 
Harrison-Jones  says  that  “Ulti¬ 
mately  I’ll  deal  directly  with  the 
students.”  To  reach  this  objective 
of  student  performance,  she  has 
these  suggestions:  “Basically  I’m 
saying,  parents,  get  involved  in 
your  children’s  education;  em¬ 
ployees,  our  job  is  to  make  sure  all 
students  we  interact  with  are  suc¬ 
cessful;  to  the  students,  believe 
that  you  are  capable  and  find  out 
where  your  strengths  are.  Don’t 
allow  this  opportunity  to  pass  you 
by...  You  will  never  have  this  op¬ 
portunity  again  so  take  advantage 
of  it.  Try!” 
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Condoms  in 
the  Schools? 

by  Dan  Famkoff 

Controversial  movements 
have  arisen  in  several  American 
cities,  including  Boston,  to  make 
condoms  and  other  birth  control 
devices  available  to  public  high 
school  students  through  the 
schools  themselves.  The  various 
propositions  are  fueled  by  the 
ever-growing  concern  about  sex¬ 
ually  transmitted  diseases  affect¬ 
ing  the  youth  of  the  city  as  well  as 
the  rising  rates  of  teenage  preg¬ 
nancy.  Recommendations  about 
how  best  to  accomplish  availabil¬ 
ity  through  the  schools  range 
from  indiscriminate  distribution  to 
making  condoms  available  only 
through  the  school  nurse. 

Neil  Sullivan,  Ray 
Flynn's  chief  policy  adviser, 
whom  I  was  able  to  speak  with 
recently,  has  consistently  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  mayor  that  condom 
vending  machines  be  placed  in  the 
rest  rooms  of  public  high  schools. 
However,  Flynn  still  has  some 
concerns  about  the  sageness  of 
such  an  action,  owing  to  the  ar¬ 
gument  that  to  make  birth  control 
available  to  youths  through  the 
schools  would  be  akin  to  encour¬ 
aging  promiscuity.  Those  who 
take  a  traditionally  moral  perspec¬ 
tive  and  who  see  abstinence  as  the 
only  acceptable  form  of  birth 
control  and  sex  disease  prevention 
oppose,  of  course,  the  availability 
of  condoms  through  the  schools. 
Supporters  of  condoms-in-school 
proposals  point  to  heterosexual 
Magic  Johnson's  recent  HIV  di¬ 
agnosis  as  profound  testament  to 
the  necessity  of  school  based 
AIDS  education  and  prevention 
programs  involving  condom 
availability. 

Both  sides  of  the  dispute 
offer  fairly  convincing  arguments. 
Some  individuals  could  in  fact 
take  the  appearance  of  condom 
venders  in  schools  as  an  invitation 
to  frivolously  indulge.  The  num¬ 
bers  seem  to  indicate,  however, 
that  teenagers  are  by  and  large  al¬ 
ready  engaging  in  sexual  activity, 
and  that  STD's  are  on  the  increase 
among  the  teenage  population.  In 
addition,  because  of  my  personal 
belief  that  teen  pregnancy  is  far 
better  dealt  with  before  conception 
than  afterwards,  I  think  the  mayor 
should  attempt  to  implement  the 
vending  machine  plan.  It  is  true 


that  condoms,  even  when  used 
correctly,  can  sometimes  fail,  but 
there  exists  no  doubt  that  the  use 
of  condoms  significantly  de¬ 
creases  the  probability  of  disease 
contraction  and  insemination.  I 
have  a  feeling  that,  should  the 
vending  machines  appear, 
although  we  might  witness  a 
slight  increase  in  teenage  sexual 
activity,  this  would  be  accompa¬ 
nied  by  a  significant  decrease  in 
teenage  pregnancy,  abortions,  and 
spread  of  sexually  transmitted 
diseases  such  as  AIDS. 


Bury  the  Flag 
Issue 

by  Dan  Farkoll 

Boston  Latin  School,  as 
we  all  know,  is  the  country's  old¬ 
est  educational  institution.  It  of¬ 
fers  students  one  of  the  best  pub¬ 
lic  educations  in  the  nation,  and  it 
has  upheld  its  reputation  for 
excellence  for  three  centuries 
while  most  other  public  schools 


Put  the  Death  Penalty  to  Death 

by  Dan  Famkoff 


Governor  Bill  Weld  has 
recently  filed  a  bill  that  would  re¬ 
instate  the  death  penalty  as  a  pun¬ 
ishment  for  first-degree  murder  in 
Massachusetts.  This  proposal  has 
received,  as  would  be  expected,  a 
great  deal  of  attention  from  all 
sides,  and  has  generated  a  good 
deal  of  controversy.  Groups  such 
as  Amnesty  International  decry 
the  Governor's  bill,  while  many 
citizens  hail  it  as  a  logical  step  to¬ 
ward  the  reduction  of  violent 
crime.  Ray  Flynn,  Mayor  of 
Boston,  has  historically  opposed 
capital  punishment.  Cardinal  Law 
has  been  far  less  vocal  on  this  is¬ 
sue  than  he  characteristically  is  on 
abortion,  but  he  is  known  to  op¬ 
pose  the  death  penalty. 

On  the  surface,  the  insti¬ 
tution  of  the  death  penalty  does 
appear  to  contain  a  good  deal  of 
merit.  It  seems  only  right  that 
some  criminals  should  pay  the  ul¬ 
timate  price  for  their  sins. 
However,  the  death  penalty  has 
historically  failed  to  deter  violent 
crimes  and  is  a  costly  and  inex¬ 


pedient  method  of  dealing  with 
offenders.  Statistics  demonstrate 
that  when  states  have  adopted  the 
death  penalty,  there  usually  fol¬ 
lows  no  significant  reduction  in 
the  number  of  murders  commit¬ 
ted.  In  fact,  some  studies  have 
shown  that  the  institution  of  capi¬ 
tal  punishment  ironically  leads  to 
a  higher  murder  rate.  In  addition, 
due  to  the  extensive  and  drawn 
out  appeal  processes  that  always 
result  from  death  sentences,  it  is 
indeed  more  expensive  to  execute 
a  criminal  than  to  keep  him  in 
prison  for  life.  Our  criminal  jus¬ 
tice  system  is  pure  in  theory  but 
far  from  Utopian  in  practice. 

The  vehemence  that  bums 
within  most  of  us  when  we  hear 
about  the  absolutely  brutal  and  in¬ 
human  crimes  that  occur  all  too 
frequently  tends  to  make  us  mili¬ 
tant  supporters  of  the  death 
penalty.  However,  let  us  not  be 
fooled  by  this  criminal  justice 
ploy,  an  anti-panacea  through 
which  the  state  will  wind  up 
wasting  precious  dollars. 


ARGO  FORUM 


The  Register 

by  Brendan  Hughes 

Everything  is  dark.  The 
world  is  dark.  Blackness  is  ev¬ 
erywhere,  encompassing  all.  Oh, 
wait!  Hold  up!  Light  switch! 
Cat  must  have  unplugged  the 
cord.  Well,  I  feel  a  whole  lot 
better  now.  Amazing  what  a  little 
Sylvania  bulbage  will  do. 
Anyway,  I  am  super-Register 
person,  here  to  tell  you  about  our 
school's  wonderful  literary 
magazine.  In  the  days  of  yor,  our 
little  publication,  which  is  113 


years  old,  has  often  been  heralded 
as  that  magazine  ridden  with  de¬ 
pressing  and  angstful  poetry,  but 
no  longer!  Recently,  as  a  result 
of  a  growing  crescendo  over  the 
past  few  year,  the  Register  has 
completely  broken  out  of  the  old 
mode,  and  into  a  world  where  it  is 
filled  with  the  stuff  of  substance, 
the  stuff  of  laughter,  tears,  and 
the  art  of  being  approachable,  the 
STUFF  of  true  expression. 
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Show  Choir  Festival  (continued) 

tear-jerking  “It’s  So  Hard  To  Say 
Good-bye  To  Yesterday”  by  Boyz 
II  Men,  with  solos  by  Danielle 
Montanez  and  Pascale  Martineau. 
The  second  song  we  performed 
was  “Operator”  with  solos  by 
Serge  Limontas  and  Pascale 
Martineau.  Lastly,  we  sang  “How 
Do  We  Say  Good-bye”  with  sign 
language  taught  by  Sherry  Eskin. 
Group  A  and  Group  B  then 


have  decayed.  However,  it  has 
appeared  in  the  major  print  media 
several  times  in  the  past  three  or 
so  years,  but  none  of  the  refer¬ 
ences  left  the  reader  with  a  happy 
glow  of  purple  and  white  pride. 

I  faintly  recall  a  Mike 
Barnicle  column  in  which  the 
omniscient  skeptic  described  the 
plight  of  a  particularly  good 
teacher  who  was  leaving  the 
school  for  some  reason  and  had 
been  harassed  by  threatening  fel¬ 
low  faculty  members.  Then  last 
year  there  was  an  article  in  the 
Herald  about  the  inflammatory 
incident  in  which  members  of 
some  AIDS  action  group  dis¬ 
tributed  titillating  literature  outside 
the  school.  The  administration 
handled  itself  in  a  professional 
manner  in  both  cases,  but  they 
were  hardly  pretty  occurrences  for 
any  parties  involved.  Finally,  just 
recently,  there  appeared  the  al¬ 
ready  famous  Globe  article  profil¬ 
ing  a  student  who  had  refused  to 
say  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance.  The 
ACLU  became  involved,  and 
there  was  thus  another  negatively 
tinged  media  episode  centered 
around  Latin  School. 

Personally,  I  do  not  be¬ 
lieve  anybody  should  be  made  to 
say  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance,  to 
stand  up,  or  to  do  anything  else, 
simply  because  the  pledge  has 
nothing  to  do  with  education.  We 
spend  six  hours  of  our  precious 
time  within  the  walls  of  this  much 
revered  building  not  to  play  cat- 
and-mouse  games  with  the  admin¬ 
istration  over  trivial  matters,  but 
to  receive  an  education.  Political 
games  and  administration- versus- 
the-world  contests  are  interesting 
for  everybody,  but  I  hope  we  can 
put  this  flag  issue  to  rest  and  let 
bygones  be  bygones.  It  is  only 
natural  for  the  media,  a  commer¬ 
cial  institution,  to  seize  upon  any 
controversy  that  may  exist  and 
exploit  little  problems  in  order  to 
sell  papers.  Thus,  it  is  in  the 
administration's  best  interest  to 
avoid  treading  where  it  has  no 
place,  and  not  to  toy  with  rules 
that  do  not  serve  the  purpose  of 
education.  Patriotism  is  a  won¬ 
derful  thing,  and  freedom  is 
likewise  a  beautiful  thing,  but 
BLS  needs  not  lose  the  former  by 
allowing  the  latter.  We  do  not 
want  BLS  to  appear  a  suppres¬ 
sive,  stifling  place,  for  we  are  all 
aware  that  it  is  not.  It  is  important 
that  such  incidents  be  avoided, 
expecially  now  that  the  Cardinal 
has  decided  to  open  Catholic 
Memorial  to  the  seventh  and 
eighth  grades.  In  order  for  BLS 
to  remain  strong,  people  must 
want  to  send  their  children  here, 
but  they  will  not  if  we  allow  the 
media  to  make  a  martyr  out  of  ev¬ 
ery  sixie  who  breaks  the  rules. 
Those  who  want  to  pledge  should 
be  able  to  do  it,  but  there  is  no 
need  to  waste  time  dealing  with 
|  those  who  do  not. 

performed  the  new  materials  that 

they  had  rehearsed  over  the  past 
two  days.  Given  the  fact  that  the 
groups  only  had  a  short  time  to 
learn  the  new  materials,  they 
performed  extremely  well.  The 
last  song  of  the  evening  was  called 
“In  Our  Hands.”  It  summed  up 
the  theme  of  the  entire  weekend 
— people  coming  together  to  make 
the  world  a  little  brighter  through 
the  powers  of  song  and  dance. 


Cheerleading 

Athena  Stamatos 


To  be  a  cheerleader  at 
BLS  is  great  fun,  but  time  con¬ 
suming.  Practice  begins  in 
August  and  continues  four  times  a 
week  until  December.  Cheer¬ 
leaders  cheer  at  every  game  for 
thirteen  Saturdays  with  two  night 
games. 

It  is  also  costly,  as  cheer¬ 
leaders  must  purchase  their  own 
uniforms.  Sweaters  and  skirts 
were  purchased  by  the  squad 
working  as  hostesses  at  auctions 
for  four  Sundays  in  Back  Bay, 
Boston  and  will  be  turned  in  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Cheerleading  is  also  a 
learning  process  as  the 
coach/advisor  Mrs.  Middleton  is 
very  strict  about  deportment, 
grades,  and  attending  every  prac¬ 
tice  with  a  focused  attitude. 

To  be  a  cheerleader,  one 
tries  out  in  May,  and  several 
coaches  observe  the  candidates, 
selecting  four  or  five  each  year. 
Males  as  well  as  females  can  be 
cheerleaders.  All  students  must 
be  fourteen  years  or  older  to  par¬ 
ticipate. 

Cheerleaders  not  only 
learn  cheers  and  chants,  but  must 
also  learn  dangerous  and  risky 
mounts,  which  include  standing 
or  kneeling  on  the  backs  of  each 
other-sometimes  four  tiers  high. 
To  do  this  safely  means  many 
hours  of  practice  and  a  developed 
trust  of  your  fellow  cheerleader. 
One  cannot  "play"  while  doing 
mounts.  They  look  great  when 
performed;  but  this  is  due  to  many 


attentive  hours  of  serious  practice. 

Another  major  aspect  of 
cheerleading  is  to  foster  "good 
feelings"  among  the  teams,  fans, 
and  squads  from  opposing 
schools.  When  Mrs.  Middleton 
first  began  with  the  cheerleaders 
five  years  ago,  there  were  some 
incidents  of  insults  toward  BLS 
from  the  schools  of  the  Dual 
County  League.  To  combat  this 
negative  regard  toward  Boston, 
our  cheerleaders  purchase  and 
give  a  "spirit  gift"  to  each  girl  on 
the  other  schools'  squad  every 

game.  The  BLS  Cheerleaders 
also  adopt  a  senior  member  of  the 
BLS  football  team  and  all  season 
long  secretly  give  him  "spirit  gift 
bags"  before  each  game,  as  well 
as  special  "surprise  spirit  gifts" 
during  the  week.  On  the  final 
game  at  Thanksgiving,  team 
members  finally  find  out  who 
their  Cheerleader  Spirit  Pal  is,  and 
hugging  and  thank  you's  abound. 

Cheerleaders  have  the 
same  academic  requirements  as  all 
sports  teams  at  BLS.  They  must 
maintain  a  2.8  grade  point  aver¬ 
age;  they  cannot  cheer  or  practice 
on  days  they  are  absent;  and  they 
can  be  benched  for  any  infraction 
of  Mrs.  Middleton's  rules. 

As  you  may  have  noted  in 
the  last  two  seasons,  two  former 
BLS  cheerleaders  have  returned  to 
coach  the  squad  in  mounts  and 
cheering  along  with  Mrs.  M. 
They  are  Melissa  Carr  and  Sandra 
Giordano.  This  year's  co-cap¬ 
tains  are  Ali  O'Cassio  and  Jenn 
Bums. 


The  Critics 
Are  Raving  About 
Stanley  H.  Kaplan! 


“Kaplan  has  helped  me  in  more  ways  than  just  raising 
my  SAT  scores.  I’ve  learned  better  study  habits  and  skills 
for  college  courses.” 

Jesse  Pietarinen,  1330  SAT  score  after  Kaplan 

“My  definite  improvement  on  the  SAT  is  due  to  the  test 
taking  skills  I  learned  with  your  help” 

Jennifer  Joos,  170  SAT  point  increase 

“I  know  I  would  not  have  done  nearly  as  well  without 
your  course” 

Jennifer  Jacobs,  200  SAT  point  increase 

“1  guess  you  can  see  from  my  score  that  Kaplan  helped 
improve  it  a  lot.  I  also  developed  a  better  habit  of  doing 
my  homework  every  day!” 

Andrea  Lin,  210  SAT  point  increase 

To  find  out  how  you  can  score  with  the  nation’s 
leading  SAT  prep  course,  call  Kaplan  today. 

£  STANLEY  H.  KAPLAN 

JL  Take  Kaplan  Or  Take  Your  Chances 

Tor  more  information  &  to  arrange 
for  a  free  computerized  diagnostic 
CALL  l-800-%ftP-fTEST 
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Pep  Squad 

by  Athena  Stama  ^ 


The  Pep  Squad  was 
founded  two  years  ago  by  the 
Headmaster  as  an  answer  to  the 
many  students  who  try  out  for 
Cheerleading  and  do  not  make  it. 
A  student  who  joins  the  Pep 
Squad  and  attends  every  game  re¬ 
ceives  extra  points  toward  being 
selected  as  a  cheerleader  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year. 

It  is  to  be  noted,  however, 
that  with  the  enterprising  spirit  of 
Latin  School,  the  Pep  Squad  soon 
developed  into  its  own  entity,  not 
only  by  cheering  their  hearts  out 
at  all  games  (not  just  football),  but 


also  by  creating  a  "steppin'  team" 
within  the  squad.  This  team 
practices  and  develops  stepping 
cheers  and  routines  which  are  ex¬ 
cellent!  "We  are  so  very  proud  of 
them,"  said  Mrs.  Middleton,  their 
advisor.  This  year  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Mignon  Parker  and 
Nina  Colombaro,  the  Pep  Squad 
and  Steppin'  Team  raised  our 
spirits  high  with  their  rhythmic 
beat  and  colorful  cheers. 

Any  student  can  join  the 
squad.  However,  one  does  have 
to  try  out  for  the  Steppin'  Team. 
Tryouts  are  held  in  September. 
Check  the  school  bulletin. 


pensive 

mien 

coterie 

At  a  loss  for  words? 
forWORDS  is  the  monthly 
newsletter  specifically 
designed  to  help  you 
sharpen  your  vocabulary 
skills  --  Developed  by 
Judith  A.  Lowe,  Ph.D. 

& 

Stephen  M.  Rabasco,  E<LM. 

A  12  month  subscription  is 
now  only 
$12.00 

To  order  your  subscription  send 
name  &  address  with  check  or 
money  order  payable  to:  forWORDS 
14  Anson  St.,  Boston,  MA  02130 
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Ms.  Morelli 


by  Paul  Stamatos 

This  year,  Boston  Latin 
has  a  new  head  of  the  English 
Department,  Ms.  Morelli. 
Recently,  I  had  the  opportunity  to 
interview  her. 

Argo:  How  long  have  you  been 
teaching? 

Ms.  Morelli:  I  have  been  teaching 
since  the  turn  of  the  century  (an 
unnecessary  attempt  to  protect  the 
secret  to  her  youthful  looks). 

Argo:  What  classes  and  grades  are 
you  teaching? 

Ms.  Morelli:  I  am  currently 
teaching  two  Class  VI  English 
classes. 

Argo:  What  do  you  think  of  the 
curriculum? 

Ms.  Morelli:  I  think  that  the  cur¬ 
riculum  is  excellent,  well  struc¬ 
tured  and  comprehensive. 

Argo:  Will  there  be  any  changes? 
Ms.  Morelli:  One  change  that  is 
being  planned  is  to  broaden  the 
curriculum  to  include  lit¬ 

erature  which  is  multi-cultural  and 
relevant  to  all  our  students, 

Argo:  Finally,  what  do  you  think 
of  the  school,  faculty,  students, 
and  the  English  Department? 

Ms.  Morelli:  I  am  very  impressed 
with  BLS,  the  students,  the  out¬ 
standing  teachers  in  the 

English  Department,  and  with  the 
warmth  and  friendliness  of  every¬ 
one  I  have  met. 

From  this  interview,  I 
think  that  this  year  will  be  a  year 
of  change  and  improvement.  I  am 
sure  that  we  all  look  forward  to 
having  Ms.  Morelli  as  the  new 
head  of  the  English  Department. 


This  school  year  a  new 
public  service  club  has  been  in¬ 
troduced  at  Boston  Latin  School. 
Its  name  is  Generations  and  its 
creator  is  also  its  president,  James 
LaRosa.  Although  the  idea  of 
students  performing  community 
service  is  not  new,  the  need  for 
kids  to  establish  that  they  have  a 
social  conscience  still  exists,  ac¬ 
cording  to  LaRosa.  The  club's 
faculty  advisor,  Ms.  Hantout, 
agrees.  "Students  have  a  contri¬ 
bution  to  make,  and  are  willing  to 
give  up  their  time,"  she  says. 

So  far,  Generations'  pro¬ 
jects  have  focused  on  the  resi¬ 
dents  of  Mary  Murphy's  Nursing 
Home  in  Jamaica  Plain.  There, 
the  members  of  the  club  keep  up 
pen-pal  correspondence  with  the 
residents  and  pay  occasional  vis¬ 
its.  Special  plans  have  been  made 
to  brighten  the  holidays  for  resi¬ 
dents  by  sending  cards,  gifts,  and 
decorations.  Not  only  is  the 
club's  participation  in  these  ac¬ 
tivities  greatly  appreciated  by  the 
residents,  but  it  also  brings  satis¬ 
faction  to  the  members,  knowing 
that  they  have  Filled  a  void  in 
other  people’s  lives. 


NEW  TEACHERS 

Raul  Mendez  Mr.  Williamson 


by  Lorraine  Lai 


by  Hilary  Krieger 


Argo  :  What  subjects  do  you  teach  ? 

Mr.  Mendez  :  I  teach  Spanish  I  and  Spanish  III. 

Argo  :  What  colleges  did  you  attend,  and  what  did  you  do  ? 

Mr.  Mendez  :  I  attended  the  University  at  Puerto  Rico  for  my 
degree  in  Economics.  Later  I  went  to  a  catholic  university  at  Puerto 
Rico  to  study  law,  which  I  have  never  practiced.  I  came  to  the  U.S. 
where  I  was  granted  a  scholarship  to  do  a  Masters  in  Urban 
Education  at  the  University  of  Hartford  in  Hartford,  Connecticut. 
After  that,  I  went  back  to  Puerto  Rico  to  study  medicine  [at  the 
University  of  Puerto  Rico]  and  then  I  became  a  physician. 
Afterwards  I  decided  that  I  wanted  to  be  a  pediatrician,  so  I  enrolled 
in  a  program  offered  by  Georgetown  University  at  the  University 
Hospital.  Then  I  realized  I  not  only  wanted  to  study  Pediatrics,  but 
Primary  Care  Pediatrics,  so  I  transferred  to  Hartford,  University  of 
Connecticut,  where  I  did  Primary  Care  Pediatrics.  I  stayed  there  for 
a  while,  and  then  moved  to  Massachusetts,  where  I  went  to  a 
program  offered  by  the  Boston  Children's  Hospital.  I  stayed  there 
for  some  years  and  did  Development  Pediatrics.  After  that,  I  did 
some  Developmental  Child  Psychiatry.  I  worked  there  and  I  just 
now  realized  that  I  would  like  to  come  back  to  teaching,  which  I  like 
very  much. 

Argo  :  Did  you  teach  before  you  came  to  BLS  ? 

Mr.  Mendez  :  Oh  yes.  While  I  was  in  Puerto  Rico,  I  taught  and 
was  also  the  director  of  bilingual  education.  I  made  up  the 
curriculum  in  Puerto  Rico.  I  taught  at  a  public  high  school  and 
elementary  school  in  Hartford  and  a  middle  school  in  Chicago, 
Illinois. 

Argo  :  Why  did  you  come  back  to  teaching  ? 

Mr.  Mendez  :  I  was  a  teacher  before,  and  [my  family  has]  a  very 
strong  history  of  teaching  [dating]  back  to  the  30's.  Most  of  my 
relatives  were  teachers  and  I  have  always  liked  teaching.  Although  I 
studied  Developmental  Pediatrics,  I  would  like  to  take  three  to  five 
years  to  go  back  to  teaching. 

Argo  :  Was  there  a  particular  reason  for  your  teaching  at  BLS  ? 

Mr.  Mendez  :  When  I  was  talking  to  the  people  at  the  Board  of 
Education,  they  asked  me  what  my  different  interests  were.  I 
thought  I  had  an  opportunity  not  only  to  teach,  but  also  to  be  of 
help. 

Argo  :  What  do  you  think  of  Latin  School  students? 

Mr.  Mendez  :  The  first  impression  was  great.  I  came  from  a 
different  background,  where  students’  aptitudes  and  discipline  were 
so  terrible  and  so  low,  it  was  disappointing.  All  the  students  here 
have  an  objective  for  life;  they  try  to  learn  and  appreciate  it.  It's  a 
high  quality  school  and  it  is  much  more  promising  and  rewarding 
than  others. 


Generations 


Mr.  Williamson,  a  seventh  and 
tenth  grade  math  teacher,  is  not 
only  a  newcomer  to  B.L.S.,  but  a 
newcomer  to  teaching.  After  he 
received  under-graduate  and 
graduate  degrees  in  electrical 
engineering  and  computer  science 
at  M.I.T.,  and  then  a  masters  in 
education  at  Harvard,  he  took 
time  afterwards  to  pursue  the 
study  of  theology.  His  decision 
not  to  teach  after  receiving  his 
masters  was  based  on  the  idea  of 
continuing  school  while  he  was 
there,  as  opposed  to  going  back 
later.  This  schooling  consisted  of 
one  year  at  the  Harvard  Devinity 
School  and  one  year  at  Gordon 
Conwell  Theological  Seminars 
was  interrupted  by  a  job  offer  to 
be  the  executive  administrator  of 
The  New  Covenent  Christian 
Center(a  church)  in  Boston.  He 
worked  there  for  three  years, 
during  which  he  was  the  project 
manager  for  the  renovation  of  the 
an  old  supermarket  into  a  com¬ 
munity's  center  for  the  New 
Covenent  Center  to  use.  When 
the  job  was  finished,  he  looked 
for  an  opening  in  teaching. 
Though  B.L.S.  wasn’t  his  first 
choice,  after  interviewing  here,  he 
didn't  apply  to  anywhere  else. 
He  originally  wanted  to  work  in 
other  inner  schools,  such  as  the 
Burke  School  in  Dorchester 
where  he  did  his  student  teaching. 
After  seeing  Boston  Latin  he  said 
that  this  is  "the  best  place  to  start 
teaching  and  gain  experience 
dealing  with  highly  motivated 
kids!"  He  also  liked  the  idea  of 
working  with  these  experienced 
teaching  staff.  "The  environment 
makes  for  better  teaching  condi¬ 
tions." 

His  plans  for  the  future  in¬ 
volve  returning  to  a  job  at  the 
Christian  Center.  He  is  still  very 
much  involved.  There  a  deacon, 


by  Jennifer  Roberts 

Although  Generations  has 
worked  primarily  with  the  elderly 
up  to  this  point,  there  are  other 
aspects  of  community  service  that 
it  does  not  wish  to  neglect.  Older 
members  (sixteen  and  older)  are 
encouraged  to  apply  individually 
for  volunteer  work  at  Children’s 
Hospital.  This  requires  more 
dedication  than  other  projects,  but 
it  also  has  its  rewards.  Also, 
Generations  is  planning  to  begin 
soon  activities  concerning  the 
crack  babies  at  City  Hospital,  yet 
another  way  for  members  to  show 
their  care  for  others.  True  to  its 
name,  Generations  has  been  cre¬ 
ated  to  benefit  society  by  giving 
back  something  to  the  older  gen¬ 
eration  and  by  making  the  future 
brighter  for  the  younger  genera¬ 
tion. 

Generations'  officers, 
President  James  LaRosa,  Vice 
President  Kim  Kumpavong, 
Treasurer  Michael  Quan,  and 
Secretary  Sara  Soohoo,  along 
with  the  group's  other  members, 
share  an  ongoing  commitment  to 
"giving  attention  to  those  who 
need  it."  LaRosa  feels  that  the 
most  important  quality  of  a  mem¬ 


ber  is  "the  willingness  to  help  out 
once  in  a  while." 

As  of  November  26, 
Generations  has  eighty  members. 
More  students  are  still  encouraged 
to  join.  If  you're  interested,  the 
meetings  are  every  other 
Thursday  as  printed  in  the  bul¬ 
letin,  and  dues  are  $3.  If  you 
have  any  questions,  see  Ms. 
Hantout  in  024  or  James  LaRosa 
in  131. 


he  works  closely  with  youths. 
The  center  is  going  to  set  up  their 
own  Christian  K-8  school  at 
which  he  hopes  to  be  a  teacher. 
However,  the  school  will  not  be 
finished  for  another  three  to  five 
years,  and  until  that  time,  he  plans 
to  continue  at  Latin.  "It  is  an 
honor  and  a  privilege  to  be  part  of 
such  a  distinguished  teaching  staff 
and  dedicated  students." 


C3  «3.  22 


HARVARD  SCHOOL  of 
DENTAL  MEDICINE 

is  currently  accepting  patients  who  need 

ORTHODONTIC  TREATMENT 

at  reasonable  fees  for 
children,  adolescents  and  adults 

Call  432-1100 


K5TI 


188  Longwood  Avenue  7~K~ 
Boston.  MA  02115 
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Music  Reviews 


by  Athena  Stamatos 


P.M.  Dawn 

P.M.  Dawn's  Music  is 
called  "the  new  age  of  rap."  It's 
not  exactly  street  rap,  but  it  still  is 
rap  by  definition.  These  songs  do 
have  themes. 

"Reality  Used  To  Be  a 
Friend  Of  Mine"  is  an  interesting 
song  about  living  without  reality. 
"On  A  Clear  Day"  tells  you  to 
open  up  your  mind  and  look 
around  you.  "Set  Adrift  On 
Memory  Bliss"  seems  to  do  a  lot 
of  soul  searching.  While  "Shake" 
sounds  like  it  is  only  for  fun,  if 
you  read  between  the  lines,  you'll 
find  a  message. 

"If  I  Wuz  U"  points  out  people's 
faults  and  mistakes.  Throughout 
this  album  the  message  of  peace  is 
evident. 

This  album  is  not  bad.  If 
you  would  like  to  hear  something 
different  and  new,  try  P.M. 
Dawn. 


Cooleyhigh- 

harmony 

Michael  McCary,  Nathan 
and  Wanya  Morris,  and  Shawn 
Stockman  have  great  harmony  in 
their  music.  There  are  many  nice 
ballads  on  this  album,  for 
example  "Please  Don't  Go," 
"Lonely  Heart,"  and  "It's  So 
Hard  To  Say  Goodbye  To 
Yesterday."  Other  great  songs  are 
"Motownphilly,"  "Uhh  Ahh," 
"Little  Things,"  and  "Your  Love." 
The  music  on  Boys  II  Men's 
album  is  excellent. 


The  young  boys  of  ABC 
have  many  upbeat  songs.  They 
are  "Playground,"  "Iesha," 
"Jealous  Girl,"  "Little  Soldiers," 
"My  World,"  and  "A.B.C." 
Boys  II  Men  provides  back- 


Move  to  This 


Singer  Cathy  Dennis  is 
famous  for  her  dance  hits.  All  of 
the  songs  on  this  album  are  great, 
but  among  my  favorites  are  "All 
Night  Long  (Touch  Me)," 
"Everybody  Move,"  "Move  To 
This,"  and  "Got  To  Get  Your 
Love."  "Too  Many  WAlls,"  "Tell 
Me,"  and  "My  Beating  Heart"  are 
three  sweet  ballads.  Move  To 
This  is  a  great  album. 


ground  vocals  on  "Playground," 
"Little  Soldiers,"  "Iesha,"  "That's 
My  Girl,"  and  "Jealous  Girl." 
Many  young  people  are  sure  to 
like  this  album. 


Music  for  the 
People 

Twenty-year-old  Mark 
Wahlberg  and  his  posse,  The 
Funky  Bunch,  have  a  combina¬ 
tion  of  hip  hop,  house  and  rap 
music.  Their  producer  ia  Donnie 
Wahlberg  of  New  Kids  fame. 

Their  first  hit  from  Music 
For  The  People.  "Good 
Vibrations",  includes  a  sample  of 
Loleatta  Holloway's  '70's  hit 
"Love  Sensation".  "Wildside"  is 
a  commentary  on  living  on  the 
wild  side-among  the  violence  in 
Massachusetts.  It  recognizes  the 
Charles  Stuart  murder  case  and 
several  other  homicides. 


coolin'  at  the  PLAYGROUND 

ya’  know! 


Note:  The  articles  above  do  not  reflect  the  opinions  of  the  Argo. 


“GO  TO  COLLEGE  IN 
THE  REAL  WORLD. . . 
AND  GET  REAL  RESULTS.” 

-Beth  Lahr,  Honors  Marketing  Student,  Class  of  *94. 


At  Northeastern  University  in  Boston,  the  classroom  meets  the  real  world.  Our  rigorous  programs 
challenge  students  to  achieve  academic  excellence  while  applying  the  knowledge  learned  in  the 
classroom  in  a  real  work  environment  The  result  is  a  valuable,  dynamic  college  education.  1 1  to  1 
Student/Faculty  Ratio  A  Although  Northeastern  is  a  large  university,  the  focus  is  on  the  individual 
student  We  have  created  an  excellent  learning  environment  with  an  average  class  sue  of  less  than  twenty 
five  students  and  a  student  to  faculty  ratio  of  11  to  1.  Each  of  our  nine  colleges  has  distinguished  faculty 
who  are  deeply  committed  to  undergraduate  teaching.  Honors  Program  ▲  The  most  outstanding 
students  have  the  opportunity  to  participate  in  the  enriched,  intensive  Honors  Program.  It  is  designed  to 
help  students  expand  special  interests  and  develop  an  understanding  of  new  ones.  Cooperative  Educa¬ 
tion  Program  ▲  At  Northeastern  learning  goes  far  beyond  the  classroom.  Through  the  Cooperative 
Education  Program,  students  gain  nractical  experience  in  the  workplace,  while  helping  to  finance  their 
education.  Cooperative  education  lows  our  students  to  enhance  their  education  while  building  their 
resumes.  The  Northeastern  Student  Profile  A  Northeastern  undergraduates  are  intelligent, 
self  confident,  and  proactive.  They  are  ready  to  tackle  the  classroom  and  the  workplace.  Join  them. 

To  receive  information  about  our  academic  programs  or  Cooperative  Education,  please  call 
617-437-2200  or  write  to:  Department  of  Undergraduate  Admissions,  Northeastern  University,  150 
Richards  Hall,  Boston,  MA  02115. 

©Northeastern 
University 

“ Welcome  to  the  real  world.” 

An  e<;tul  opportunity  /aifirmativr  action  educational  institution. 


CHRISTMAS  MESSAGES 


TO:  Mr.  Stengel  Merry 
Christmas!  from  the 
co-captains 


TO:ARETI*CHRISTINE*BETTY* 
THERESA*SYLVIA*YEN*CINDY* 
DEBRA*  LIS  A*MUI*CHERIS*DI. 
MERRY  CHRISTMAS!  ATHENA 

TO:DIEMANH,HILARY,HARMONY 
SAM, ANDY, AND  MR.  FLYNN - 
THANKS  FOR  YOUR  HELP. 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS!  ATHENA 


TO:Mr.Durant  Thank  You 
For  Everything.  Merry 
Christmas.  P.S.  ????  From 
The  Co-Captain. 

TO:Billy  Baker 
Peace  and  love  from  me 
to  you  in  ’92. 

Love,  Kerry 

TO.THE  GOLF  TEAM: 

WE  DID  IT  AND  NO  ONE  CAN 
TAKE  IT  AWAY!!! 

From:  Coach  Myers 

TO:Athena,  Paul,  Christine, 
Claudia,Kennette&Fabienne 
Merry  Christmas  and  Happy 
New  Year!  Love,  Areti 

TO:Carolina,  Juan,  and  to 
ALL  OF  MY  FRIENDS, 

Merry  Christmas  and  Happy 
New  Year!  Love,  Areti 

TO:Ama,Michele,and  all  of  my 
friends  who  have  graduated. 

Merry  Christmas  &  Happy 
New  Year!  With  love,  Areti 

TO:MY  FRIENDS:MERRY  X-MAS 
STACIE,MONIQUE,TERRI,MEG, 

K  AREN,  YIY  AN,  JENNY, BLOSSOM 
STPHENC.  SHIRLEY&RUSHELL 

TO:YUE  YUAN  ZHANG  THE  #@ 
CRAZY  ONE:  MERRY  X-MAS  & 
HAPPY  NEW  YEAR!  I’LL  BE 
IN  CALIFORNIA  SOON!!! 


TO:Jan  Kel  Lin  Ker  Bri  La 
r  Mon  Rho  Son  Chr  Hil  Joe 
etc:  Are  we  ready  to  end 
season? YES  WE  AREJLoveJen 

TO:HEY  HELEN  C.  I  LIKE 
YOUR  SHOES!  TO  YUET  AND 
JONATHAN-COUSINS  ALWAYS 
LOVE  YAS  PEACE&COOLNESS  Y 

TO:BOBBY,CHERYL,DIEMANH, 
JUDY,MEL,SEAN,TUNG,GUUNY, 
SUNNI, AND  THE  LOST  ONE 
EMMET,  MERRY  XMAS  DEK 

TO:GET  OUTTA  HERE!  Oh  ya, 

I  couldn’t  forget  Larisa 
&  hard-hitting  Huiy. 


TO:HARMONY,ATHENA,HILARY, 
ANDY.SAM.AND  THE  REST  OF 
THE  ARGO  STAFF-MERRY  X-MAS 
AND  HAPPY  NEW  YEAR  DN 

TO:WHAT  ELSE  CAN  I  SAY? 
LESLIE  MADE  ME  BUY  TWO!Jl 
J  HAPPY  VACATION  TO  ALL  MY 
BUDS!  U2  DENISE!  COLEEN 

TO:  MRS.  MIDDLETON 
THANK  YOU  FOR  ALWAYS  HELP 
ING  ME.  MERRY  CHRISTMAS 
LOVE.  ATHENA  S. 

TO: LISA  MCCULLOUGH  AND  KA 
REN  KUMPAVONG- YOU’D  BOTH 
BEST  KEEP  IN  TOUCH  OF  U  K 
NOW  WHAT’S  GOOD  4U!  BRIAN 

TO:  JAN-MAN  LIKE,  HAVE 
AN  AWESOME  XMAS.  DON’T  WO 
RR Y  SANTA  WILL  BE  GOOD  TO 
YA!  BRI-GUY 


TO: HILARY  MERRY  XMAS.HAPP 
Y  BIRTHDAY.HAPPY  CHANUKAH 
.THANKX  FOR  THE  2  BUX!  HAV 
E  A  GROOVY  VACA.  BRIAN 

TO:  KATEJORD  ANN  AKATYLIB  B  YD 
ANNYALEXIJOANNAELENADAMIA 
NLEEPEETEESARAANDEVENBRAD 
MERRY  XMAS!  BRIAN 

TO:  ALL  SENIORS 
YOU  WILL  NEVER  WIN  THE 
STUDENT-TEACHERS  BASKET¬ 
BALL  GAME 

TO:  ALL  STUDENTS!! 

PLEASE  BUY  RAFFLE  TICKETS 
THIS  YEAR-SIX  TICKETS  FOR 
1.00  UNBELIEVABLE!!!! 

TO:LUCIA  AND  KERRYTHANKS 
FOR  HELPING  ME  SEE  THE 
LIGHT!  MERRY  CHRISTMAS! 

LOVE  ALWAYS  M. 

TO:COLEEN,DEREK,LUBA,TUNG 
MELISSA, CYNTHIA, NAT, GUNNY 
SERGE, KERRY, LYN.CINDI;  I 
LOVE  YOU;  HAPPY  HOLIDAYS! 

TO:  ALL  THE  SENIORS 
PLEASE  WIN  THE  SENIORS  VS 
TEACHERS  BASKETBALL  GAME 
FROM:  ARETI 


To:Ino  Iona  Melvin  Julisa 
Tamar  Anita  Manuela  Ana 
Trinia  and  all  of  the 
EBS’  See  Ya! 

TO:NATALIELISALYNDENISERE 
NALYNDONNAKERRYDEREKYIMLE 
SLIESHERRIEBRENDALUBA.... 
HAPPY  HOLIDAYS!  LUVCOLEEN 

TO:BIG  MAMA!  YOU  KNOW  WHO 
YOU  ARE!  HOW’S  ERNIE! 
TUNICIOUS!  DON’T  GET  GROU 
NDED  THIS  CHRISTMAS!  B.M.J. 


To:Mariana,Diemanh,and  to 
all  of  my  good  senior 
friends,  Merry  Christmas  & 

Happy  New  Year!  Love,  Areti 

TO:ALL  MY  HOMEIE2  OUT  THE 
RE  CHILLIN  AT  THE  PLAYGRO 
UND  HAVE  A  SLAMMING  CHRIST 
MAS.  AUDIESOOO  J-SHY 


To:Hiya  Diane!! 

Hope  you  have  a  fabulous 
Christmas  and  great  New 
Year!  T.  He 

TO:  JAMES  CHRISTIN  JOANNE 
JOHN  DAVE  SAM  TRICIA  LEAH 
KARLA  KAITLYN  CATHERINE 
GABRIELA  MERRY  XMAS  DEBRA 


TO.JAMES-WHERE’S  MY  NOTE! 
HAVE  A  VERY  MERRY  X-MAS! 
LOVE  ALWAYS,  DEBBLES 

TO:KATY  AND  LIBBY 
BON  VOYAGE  MES  AMIES!  NO 
NEED  TO  TRANSLATE,  WE 
KNOW  SO  MUCH  FRENCH  -HIL 


TO:MERRY  X-MAS  to  my  pals 
Hui-Ling,  Larissa,  Yanny, 

Amy,  Ayesha.Aggy.Cat,  Anise 
Quaime.CNN,  Sau.Sov.Martha 

TO:  TERRY.  IN  301 
I  LOVE  YOU!!  MERRY  XMAS 
WILL  YOU  GO  WITH  ME 
LOVE  JAZ 

TO:JAZ  ISACA  CURLEE  M  ANNI 
WHASSUP!  HAVE  A  DOPE  XMAS 
OH  YEAH  MARK  TOO! REMEMBER 
T.G.  LOVE  JENNIFER 


To:  Richard  Widom  137 
Have  a  very 


Merry  Christmas 
-  a  friend 

TO:  KAITLYN  LEAHY 
HAPPY  BIRTHDAY 

To:  Charley  Kelly 
I  secretly  love  you  at  this 
point  I  won’t  tell  you  my 
name. 

TO:  THE  SOUTHEAST  ASIAN 
CLUB,  WE  WISH  EVERYONE 
A  MERRY  X-MAS  AND  A  HAPPY 
NEW  YEAR.  VU 

TO:  Everyone  in  Class  IV 
Merry  Christmas 
-Jen  Moore 

TO:JIMMY  ESPOSITO  I  LOVE 
YOU  VERY  MUCH.  I  HOPE  YOU 
WILL  HAVE  A  MERRY  X-MAS. 
SECRET  ADMIRER 

TO:HARMONY,  THERESA,  YUE, 

MIKE,  ALLEN,  PAUL,  YIM, 

LISA,  DEREK,  DAM,  JENNIE 
HAPPY  HOLIDAYS!  DNN 

TO:THE  RICE  KRISPIES  4EVA 
QUE  VIVA  SIEMPRE  LA  SOC. 
HISPANA!  MERRY  X-MAS  TO 
YOU! 

TO:*  GAYUN,  MERRY  XMAS!! 

***  GOOD  LUCK  THESE  NEXT 
*****  YEARS,  SEE  YA  IN  93! 

*  DEREK  LUBA  DONNA 

TO:MY  NEW  FRIEND, 

I’M  GLAD  I  GOT  TO  KNOW 
YOU  BETTER.  I’M  LOOKING 
FORWARD  TO  THE  FUTURE.  D. 

TO'.MICHELLE  WORK  IT  BABY! 

HAVE  YOU  SEEN  THE  PARADE 
LATELY?  ALCELVIA 

TO:APRIL  MERRY  CHRISTMAS 
YOU  WAITED  FOR  ME  TO  DO 
THE  PAPER,  YOU  SHOULD  BEIN 
IT.  THANKS.  LOVE,  PEST-SM 

TO:ALL  EARLYHARVIES:  CON¬ 
GRATS!  HAPPY  18  LUCIAUOE 
#1  :$JOE#2:MERRY  CHRISTMAS! 
“KJNDER&GENTLER”:1 8 13-SM 

TO:MS.FONTANEZ:  IGRACIAS! 
MESSRS.  DURANT, REGAN,  AND 
ROCHE:THANKS!(WHO’S  AHEAD 
NOW?)  SEEGREETSABOVE  SAMM 

TOJANETKRISTJANEJUDYIRENE 
NGA  AND  FRIENDS  HAVE  MERRY 
XMASES  AND  HAPPYNEW YEARS 
FORTHERESTOFYOURLIVES!  SL 

TO:  THE  CLASS  OF  ’92 
GO  SENIORS!  ONLY  A  FEW 
MORE  MONTHS  TO  GO!  CLASS 
OF  ’92  WILL  RULE  BLS  4EVA 

To:  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
SOUTHEAST  ASIAN  CULTURES 
CLUB, HAVE  A  WONDERFUL  CHRIST¬ 
MAS  AND  A  HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 


EVERYONEELSEIFORGOTTOM 
ENTION:MERRYCHRISTMASANDH 
APPYNEWYEARJOHYEAHTHANXFO 
RMAKINGMEBUYTHISHILARY  CW 

To:MY  SHOW  CHOIR  BUDS:  XIO 
DereckYvonneSergeNicoleLiz 
theErkSNatPascaleNormaKC 
Chris  Merry  XMAS  Love  Lisa 

To:My  other  BUDS:DANIELLE 
LUBABILLYCHERYUUDYCOLEEN 
JAMIECLAUDIASEANGRACEBIGA 
RENDIEMANH  MERRY  XMAS  LISA 

To:SUNNY  MARSHA  JANICE  SUI 
MONNARD  PIPI  MIMI  MARIE 
MARIA  MONA  MARTHA  HOUNG 
THIEN  THIEN  LIZ  ALEX  GUY 
MERRY  CHRISTMAS  AND  A 
HAPPY  NEW  YEAR  fr:  Chuck 

To:MY  CHILLIN  DUDE  HOMIES 
DOWN  WITH  THE  MAYAS, 
PALENQUE  AND  TIKAL! !  LATER 
MY  FRIEND  AND  PEACE  OUT! ! 

To:NANCY  MU, 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  AND  A  HAPPY 
NEW  YEARS 

To:AMY  Merry  Christmas 
and  Happy  New  Year!-  DUKE 
#1  LUV  KRIS -DITTO!  LUV  RE 
N  CL  IS  FINE!! 

To-.RENEE, 

DON’T  BE  MAD  IF  I  TEASE 
YOU  ABOUT  YOU-KNOW-WHO!  I 
KNOW  YOU  LOVE  HIM!  DEE 

To:  THIEN  LIEU 
MERRY  CHRISTMAS! 


To:HAYDEEP-  AND  CHRISTINE 
L.  MERRY  CHRISTMAS  LOVE 
CHRISTTNEC. 


To:I  just  want  to  say  hi 
to  all  the  fly  guys  out 
there. 

So  hi! 

To: 

BLS  BOYS  SOCCER  RULES  THE 
DUAL  COUNTY  LEAGUE 


To:MY  FRIENDS, 

Merry  Christmas 
and  a 

HAPPY  NEW  YEAR  CF. 

To:ThE  GiRls  BASKETBALL 
TEAM-THIS  IS  IT!!! 

From  Coach  Myers 

To:ALL  STUDENTS, 

HISTORY  IS  THE  GREATEST 
SUBJECT  IN  THE  WORLD!!! 


To:MARIANA  TODESCO, 

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY!! 

FROM  -COACH  MYERS 


To:  Everyone  that  I  know 
in  this  school.Especially 
the  Fresh  Females,  Merry 
Christmas  and  Happy  New 

To :  Lauren,  Albert,  Nancy , 

Steve.Steve’s  boy.Olympia, 
Howie,Marble,Daren,Keith, 

Donald,  Lisa,MJ,Kevin,  the 
Math  Team,  Seniors,  all 
juniors,  sophomores  that  I 
know... and  the  Freshmen 
Meny  XMAS  -  Allen 

To:AMYBARBARADORISHAZELHI 

LARYJANEJEANJUDYKRISTINAL 

AURENLOLAMIM1MOLLIEMONNET 

TEIRENENANCYSUIWINNIEYIM& 


To.MRS  Middleton 

YOU  WERE  AGREAT  COACH!!! 


From  Coach  Myers 


To:GRACE  +VALERIE: 

O-P-P  YEAH  YOU 

KNOW 


ME!! 


LESTER 


To:RENEE,IF  U  DARE  2  LOOK 
ME  N  DA  EYES  U’LL  C  “I’VE 
BEEN  WAITIN’  SO  LONG  2GET 
CLOSE  2  U,LGIO”..AWSMTWIN 
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Boston  Latin's  Budget  Is  Cut 
Once  Again 


\ 

Student  Transfers  Between  Exam 

Schools 


By  Hilary  Krieger 


As  is  now  usual,  the  city  of 
Boston  must  reduce  its  spending. 
Consequently,  the  schools  of  Bos¬ 
ton  have  to  reduce  their  spending. 
Mr.  Contompasis  granted  th  eArgo 
an  interview  to  explain  the  situa¬ 
tion  regarding  budget  cuts  in  the 
Boston  Public  School  system. 

In  the  past,  the  Boston 
School  Committee  disregarded  the 
guidelines  set  for  the  budget  by  the 
mayor,  resulting  in  a  sixteen  mil- 
lion-dollar  deficit.  The  new  School 
Committee  is  listening  to  and 
agreeing  with  the  mayor,  but  now 
Boston  Latin  School  faces  serious 
budget  cuts.  Already  J.V.  sports, 
swimming,  wrestiing,  all  stipends, 
and  A.P.  books  have  been  re¬ 
moved.  Now  we  may  add  to  the 
list. 

The  Superintendent  has 
given  each  headmaster  a  specific 
number  (which  varies  from  school 


to  school)  of  positions,  not  people, 
to  remove.  These  positions  may 
not  come  from  the  classroom.  For 
B.L.S.  the  positions  lost  will  be 
two  guidance  counselors  and  a 
science  department  head.  How¬ 
ever,  the  present  science  depart¬ 
ment  head  will  remain  as  a 
teacher,  while  the  science  teacher 
with  the  lowest  seniority  will  lose 
his/herplace.  In  addition,  changes 
in  other  schools  affect  us,  too.  If 
teachers  are  layed  off  at  other 
schools  and  have  more  seniority 
than  teachers  here,  they  will  re¬ 
place  our  teachers;  therefore,  we 
may  lose  much  of  our  present 
staff. 

The  other  reduction  in 
funds  is  in  the  amount  of  money 
given  to  Boston  Latin  for  costs 
such  as  textbooks,  paper,  and  utili¬ 
ties.  The  money  has  been  low¬ 
ered  from  approximately  $  1 80,00 

continued  on  p.  5 


By  Athena  Stamatos 


Last  month  students  re¬ 
ceived  a  letter  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Implementation  con¬ 
cerning  the  guidelines  for  trasnsfer 
from  one  exam  school  to  another. 
This  letter  states  that  on  Decem¬ 
ber  10th  the  School  Committee 
approved  this  transfer  process. 
The  order  says  that  any  exam 
school  student  wishing  to  transfer 
to  another  exam  school  must  make 
arequest  by  January  31,1992.  This 
policy  went  into  effect  this  year 
and  will  be  in  effect  until  the 
School  Committee  changes  it. 
Students  will  have  another  op¬ 
portunity  to  request  a  transfer  to 
another  exam  school  in  June  for 
the  school  year  1992-1993. 

Students  at  Latin  School, 
Latin  Academy,  and  Boston  Tech 
must  have  met  the  eligibility  re¬ 
quirements  when  they  first  took 
the  SSAT.  Students  must  show 


“that  they  have  completed  suc¬ 
cessfully  the  appropriate  courses 
at  the  time  the  request  is  made  for 
transfer...”.  Also,  the  Head  Mas¬ 
ters  must  receive  all  transfer  re¬ 
quests  between  January  2nd  and 
January  31st. 

The  letter  states  that  stu¬ 
dents  are  allowed  one  transfer  be¬ 
tween  exam  schools  “during  the 
years  they  attend  an  examination 
school.” 

Approval  will  be  based  on  seat 
availability,  race,  and  eligibility 
criteria.  The  Head  Masters  of  the 
two  schools  will  review  the  trans¬ 
fer  request  and  approve  it  after 
meeting  with  the  student.  If  a 
Head  Master  refuses  to  approve  a 
transfer  request  and  the  student 
still  wants  to  pursue  a  transfer,  the 
student  has  the  right  to  appeal  the 
Head  Master’ s  refusal  to  the  Zone 
Superintendent.  TheDepartmant 
of  Implementation  makes  the  fi¬ 
nal  judgment. 


School  Committee  Member 
Robert  Culver 


By  Sam  Marti  and 


Much  has  been  said  about 
the  new  appointed  Boston  School 
Committee.  Some  observers  have 
predicted  a  subservient  board  of 
mayoral  cronies,  while  others  have 
foretold  a  depoliticized  group  of 
professionals.  Now  that  the  de¬ 
bates  are  moot,  here  is  some  infor¬ 
mation  about  one  of  the  members, 
Mr.  Robert  Culver  of  Jamaica 
Plain.  Mr.  Culver  was  interviewed 
at  the  First  Church  in  Jamaica  Plain, 
Unitarian  Universalist,  of  which 
he  is  an  active  member. 

Northeastern’s  close  ties  to 
the  Boston  Public  Schools  have 
helped  acquaint  him  with  the  sys¬ 
tem.  For  four  months  he  directed 
a  financial  and  organizational 
study,  a  review  of  all  budgetary 
and  organizational  information. 


The  study  involved  over  one  hun¬ 
dred  interviews  with  parents, 
teachers,  administrators,  and  oth¬ 
ers  in  the  schools.  Having  learned 
so  much  about  the  system,  Mr. 
Culver  says  that  it  “seemed  natu¬ 
ral  to  apply”  for  the  new  commit¬ 
tee  position. 

The  seven  members  of  the 
School  Committee  were  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  mayor  from  a  field 
of  twenty-one,  who  were  selected 
from  all  applicants  by  a  committee 
on  the  basis  of  experience  and 
education.  Mr.  Culver’s  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  system’s  finances 
helped  him  get  appointed  and 
helped  him  chair  the  Finance 
Subcommittee. 

According  to  Mr.  Culver, 
the  School  Committee  is  respon¬ 
sible  for  overseeing  the  schools 

continued  on  p.  5 


Where's  our  Garage??? 


By  Michelle  H.  Von  Euw 

The  loudest  complaints 
from  the  winter-weary  seniors 
these  days  are  not  about  SAT 
scores  or  colleges  or  even  the 
dreaded  senior  year  paper,  but 
concern  something  much  more 
pertinent.  “Where  am  I  going  to 
put  my  car?”  Many  seniors — and 
juniors — have  been  accosting 
class  officers  with  similar  ques¬ 
tions.  “Tell  them  that  if  I  can’t  use 
the  garage,  then  I’m  not  coming  to 
school  anymore,”  one  agitated 
driver  demanded  recently,  only 
half-kidding. 

So  what  did  happen  to  that 
wonderful,  safe,  clean,  thirty- 
dollar  parking  that  those  of  us 
privileged  to  possess  vehicles 
enjoyed  from  September  to  Janu¬ 
ary?  Stephen  Campbell,  Class 
Committee  Parking  Commis¬ 
sioner,  is  the  man  with  all  the 


answers. 

“The  garage  was  under 
jurisdiction  of  the  School  Com¬ 
mittee,”  a  frazzled  Campbell  told 
me.  “Over  Christmas  vacation, 
the  former  English  High  build¬ 
ing — including  our  garage — was 
transferred  to  the  city.”  Since  the 
School  Committee  is  not  allowed 
to  sell  property,  it  is  logical  to 
assume  that  this  move  was  made 
in  order  to  sell  the  building. 

continued  on  p.  5 
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It's  Hard  to  say  Goodbye 


By  Karen  Lee 


Our  city  is  in  a  deficit  cri¬ 
sis  and  cannot  afford  to  be  in 
greater  debt.  To  prevent  money 
loss,  the  Boston  School  Commit¬ 
tee  introduced  a  new  plan  that 
allows  only  Boston  residents  to 
attend  city  schools.  Now  any 
Boston  public  high  school  student 
who  moves  from  the  city  of  Bos¬ 
ton  shall  be  permitted  to  remain  in 
his  or  her  school  if  she  or  he  moves 
after  the  start  of  the  twelfth  grade. 
Students  in  all  other  grades  may 
complete  the  school  year  in  their 
current  school  only  if  they  move 
from  the  city  after  April  30th. 
This  order  is  effective  September 
1,  1992.  Perhaps  this  new  pro¬ 
posal  will  save  money;  the  fewer 
students  there  are  enrolled  in  city 
schools,  the  less  the  city  has  to 
pay.  For  the  School  Committee, 
communities,  and  faculties,  it  is  a 


sensible  change  that  deserves 
praise  and  attention.  However, 
the  side  of  the  students  is  an  en¬ 
tirely  different  story. 

To  the  students  who  can¬ 
not  stay,  leaving  will  be  an  ex¬ 
tremely  depressing  experience.  As 
people,  we  bond  with  others  and 
grow  strong  relationships  that  en¬ 
dure.  It  is  hard  to  lose  someone  for 
whom  one  greatly  cares  for.  The 
classmates  and  friends  one  makes 
are  the  people  who  keep  one  go¬ 
ing.  They  not  only  bring  in  chal¬ 
lenges  but  also  help  in  the  struggle. 
Time  in  and  time  out,  the  feelings 
of  loss  will  always  return  deep 
within  the  students  who  have  been 
forced  to  leave.  The  plan  seems  to 
be  efficient,  but  it  is  not  sensitive 
enough  to  the  people  it  will  affect. 
The  satisfaction  and  happiness  in 
life  are  every  bit  more  important 
than  anything  that  will  better  our 
state’s  wealth. 


King  Day  Celebration 


By  Helen  Chan 

January  14,  1992  marked 
the  annual  celebration  of  the  Dr. 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Day  at  the 
Boston  Latin  School.  That  morn¬ 
ing,  the  celebration  brought  to¬ 
gether  a  crowd  of  distinguished 
guests,  including  Superintendent 
Lois  Harrison-Jones  and  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Boston  School  Com¬ 
mittee,  many  of  whom  had  deliv¬ 
ered  inspiring  speeches  in  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  accomplishments  of 
Dr.  Martin  Luther  King. 

In  addition  to  these  guests 
were  talented  performers  from  the 
Curley  Elementary  School, 
Snowden  High  School,  Madison 
Park  High,  English  High  School, 


and,  of  course,  BLS.  Of  all  the 
performances,  which  range  from 
the  singing  of  “Black  or  White,” 
to  a  dramatic  presentation  speak¬ 
ing  of  the  achievements  of  Dr. 
King,  to  a  choral  presentation  of 
“Lift  Every  Voice.”  The  perfor¬ 
mance  which  stood  out  most  was 
the  singing  of  “I  want  to  be  your 
friend”  by  a  group  of  bright  spe¬ 
cial  needs  students.  Listening  to 
the  earnest,  pleading  voices  of 
these  children  brought  tears  to  the 
eyes  of  many. 

Right  then,  it  seemed  as  if 
all  that  Dr.  King  had  tried  so  hard 
to  achieve  was  represented  in  the 
eager,  hopeful  voices  of  these  chil¬ 
dren  as  they  mouthed  the  words  “I 
want  to  be  your  friend.” 
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The  BLS  Argo 

The  Garage  That  Can't  Be 
Parked  in 


The  day  was  Thursday, 
January  23rd.  The  roads  were 
icier  than  they  have  been  in  a  long 
time.  For  this  reason,  there  was  a 
minor  four-car  accident  in  the 
morning  where  CAR  A  slid  down 
the  ramp  leading  into  the  garage, 
with  CAR  B,  C,  and  D  following 
quickly  behind.  It  was  8  o’clock 
by  the  time  any  other  car  could  be 
parked  in  the  garage. 

The  aforementioned  inci¬ 
dent  happened  to  fall  on  the  same 
day  as  an  after  school  meeting,  to 
which  all  of  us  who  use  the  garage 
were  called.  Here  we  learned  that 
we  may  not  have  a  garage  for 
much  longer.  It  seems  that  the 
city  of  Boston  has  graciously  been 
allowing  us  to  use  the  garage, 
once  part  of  the  now  vacant  En¬ 
glish  High  School,  until  the  whole 
piece  of  property  was  sold.  As 
those  students  in  charge  of  man¬ 
aging  the  garage  collected  all  of 
our  money  (rent  FOR  THE 
YEAR),  they  failed  to  mention 
that  “FOR  THE  YEAR”  was  not 
exactly  guaranteed.  To  quote 
Lucia  Columbaro,  class  President 
and  sole  speaker  at  the  meeting, 
“We  all  knew  this  might  happen,” 
referring  to  the  possibility  of  the 
property  being  sold,  leaving  us 
without  a  garage.  It  was  news  to 
me,  also,  according  to  Columbaro, 
it  was  the  fact  that  we  “get  a  day’s 
notice”  to  vacate  the  premises. 

The  situation  is  not  totally 
hopeless.  When,  and  if,  the  prop¬ 
erty  is  sold,  renovations  and/or 


vacancy  may  not  take  place  im¬ 
mediately,  so  our  senior  class 
president  may  be  able  to  convince 
buyers  to  allow  us  to  use  the  ga¬ 
rage  for  the  rest  of  the  year. 

I  sat  there  and  listened  as 
the  meeting  drew  to  a  close.  One 
student  involved  in  this  morning’ s 
fender  bender  gave  the  details  to 
the  speaker.  Her  response  was, 
“but  we  put  so  much  rock  salt  on 
the  ramp...”  (how  could  this  have 
happened?)  Of  course,  the  fact 
that  the  salt  had  been  dispersed 
after  the  accident  did  not  seem  to 
be  an  issue. 

“Those  in  charge”,  as  they 
continued  collecting  our  money, 
also  failed  to  mention  that  many 
times  the  garage  would  be  opened 
in  the  morning  and  reopened  in 
the  afternoon  later  than  the  given 
time. 

Who  pays  for  the  damage 
caused  by  this  morning’ s  mishap? 
If  the  garage  cannot  be  kept,  will 
there  be  refunds?  I  was  not  pre¬ 
pared  for  any  of  the  problems 
which  occurred  this  school  year 
involving  the  garage,  nor  were 
“those  in  charge”  to  answer  one 
question:  What  are  you  prepared 
to  tell  all  of  us  non-loittering,  “out- 
by-2:30”  drivers  who  rely  on  our 
prepaid  parking  space  if  the  ga¬ 
rage  is  made  unavailable  to  us? 

Update:  It  is  January  27th 
and  I  am  parked  on  the  football 
field  because  “the  garage  Has  been 
deemed  unsafe.” 


NHS  INDUCTION 


By  Areti  J.  Stamatos 


On  Friday,  January  24th, 
thirty-five  seniors  and  twenty  nine 
juniors,  were  inducted  into  the 
National  Honor  Society.  The  in¬ 
ductees’  parents  and  relatives,  and 
the  members  of  classes  I  and  II 
attended  the  ceremony  to  see  the 
inductees  receive  recognition  for 
their  achievement.  The  proud 
parents  and  students  were  also 
taking  pictures  on  this  memorable 
day. 

Biree  Andemarian,  the 
president  of  the  NHS,  recited  the 
criteria  for  selection.  George  Joe, 
a  member  of  the  Boston  School 


Committee,  gave  an  address. 
Nektaria  Bougais,  vice  president 
of  the  NHS,  and  Mr.  Page,  the 
advisor,  were  in  charge  of  the 
administrator  of  the  N.H.S.  Pledge 
and  the  awarding  of  the  pins.  The 
entertainment  was  provided  by: 
the  Boston  Latin  String  Orches¬ 
tra-  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Siagel,  and  The  Boston  Latin 
School  Senior  Concert  Band-  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  Mr.  Jackson. 
In  the  end  Mr.  Contompasis  gave 
an  uplifting  speech.  A  collation 
was  served  in  the  cafeteria  after¬ 
wards.  The  newly  inducted  mem¬ 
bers  oftheN.H.S.  were  allowed  to 
take  the  rest  of  the  off. 
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School  News  and  Clubs 


The  Badminton  Club 

By  Karen  Lee  and  Monique  Fung 


Importance  of  Extracurricular 

Activities 


One  of  B.L.S.’s  many 
clubs  is  the  Badminton  Club. 
Although  it  is  fairly  new,  the  club 
has  made  many  significant 
changes  in  the  three  years  of  its 
existence.  With  the  membership 
fee  of  four  dollars,  members  may 
take  part  in  weekly  badminton 
meets.  Recently,  the  club  has 
added  an  introduction  to  volley¬ 
ball  for  members  can  be  involved. 
This  program  gives  members  a 
chance  to  open  up  and  experiment 
with  different  sports. 

The  fee  of  the  member¬ 
ship  is  used  for  field  trips  through¬ 
out  the  year.  It  is  used  to  pay  for 
the  equipment,  allowing  each 
member  to  be  able  to  use  a  racket 


of  his  own  during  the  meets.  As 
with  many  other  clubs,  the  Bad¬ 
minton  Club  has  yearly 
fundraisers,  particularly  around 
Christmas  and  Valentine’s  Day. 
The  money  from  these  events  is 
used  to  benefit  club  activities  and 
projects,  such  as  end-of-the-year 
field  trips.  Last  year.  Badminton 
Club  members  received  a  discount 
at  Riverside  Park  as  a  result  of 
their  fundraisers. 

The  Badminton  Club  is  a 
club  that  works  together.  New 
members  can  join  all  year  long. 
Meetings  are  usually  held  in  room 
335  after  school.  Use  the  daily 
bulletins  as  your  reference  for 
dates  and  times. 


By  Karen  Lee  and  Monique  Fung 

Extracurricular  activities 
are  becoming  one  of  many  impor¬ 
tant  things  regarding  the  qualifi¬ 
cations  for  the  National  Honor 
Society,  part-time  jobs,  and  our 
common  goal  for  farther  educa¬ 
tion,  college.  Everyone  is  encour¬ 
aged  to  participate  in  strengthen¬ 
ing  their  ability  to  balance  time 
between  academic  studies  and  ex¬ 
tracurricular  activities. 

There  is  something  for 
everyone.  Clubs  pertain  to  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  categories  that  serve  pur¬ 
poses  such  as  recreation,  academic 
improvement,  competitions  in  ath¬ 
letic  abilities.  The  variety  of  ex¬ 


tracurricular  activities  includes 
sports,  language,  volunteer  work, 
international  programs,  and  aca¬ 
demic  clubs.  As  the  years  go  by, 
new  clubs  are  formed  and  old  clubs 
are  improved. 

Attending  high  school  is  a 
great  part  of  life  for  many  people, 
getting  involved  with  activities 
offers  relief  from  pressure  in 
school.  However,  one  must  also 
keep  in  mind  that  one  should  not 
force  oneself  to  join  clubs  if  one 
cannot  keep  your  grades  in  con¬ 
trol.  When  looking  at  records, 
grades  come  first.  Extracurricu¬ 
lar  activities  are  bonuses  that  ben¬ 
efit  everyone. 


Semi  Update 

By  Ann  McCarthy 


In  case  you  were  wonder¬ 
ing  about  the  Sophomore  Semi- 
formal,  here  is  what’s  going  on.  It 
is  scheduled  for  April  10  at  the 
Colonnade  Hotel  on  Huntington 
Avenue.  There  will  be  a  buffet; 
music  will  be  provided  by  a  DJ. 
The  cost  has  been  defrayed  to  a 
mere  $35-$40,  thanks  to  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  Semi  Committee  and 
the  faculty  advisor,  Mrs.  Hantout. 
They  have  already  held  a  bake 
sale  and  an  extremely  successful 
Christmas  Dance.  Other  fund¬ 
raising  events  are  scheduled  for 
the  future.  Make  sure  that  you 
support  them.  Remember  -  it’s 
your  Semi! 


Extracurricular  Activities  at  B.  L.  S. 


African  American  Soc. 
Arabic  Cultural  Society 
Argo 

Arts  and  Recreation 
Asian  Cultures  Club 
Badminton  Club 
Blue  Line  Club 
Bos.  Strasbourg  Youth  Org. 
Chess  Club 
Classical  Club 
Costa-Rican  Exchange 
Debating  and  Forensics 
Defarge  Society 
Drama  Club 
Environmental  Club 


Fashion/Talent  Club 
Football  Band 
French  Club 
Generations 
German  Club 
Greek  Cultural  Society 
Hawaiian  Cultural  society 
Hispanic  Society 
Key  Club 

Kuso  Anime  Nippon 

Lampoon 

Math  Team 

Mass  Pep 

Mock  Trial  Team 

National  Honor  Society 


Pep  Squad 
Pre-med  Society 
Public  Declamation 
Register 

Roleplaying  Club 
Ski  Club 
Sophomore  Semi 
Southeast  Asian  Club 

S. A.D.D. 

Senior  Prom 

Table  Tennis  Society 

T. A.G. 

Wings 

Universal  Peer  Discussion 
Yearbook 


A  Visit  from  Taiwan 


By  Nancy  Lee 


Many  students  and  teach¬ 
ers  of  the  math  and  science  de¬ 
partments  received  a  little  sur¬ 
prise  last  week  when  several  visi¬ 
tors  from  T aiwan  walked  into  their 
classrooms.  On  Tuesday,  Janu¬ 
ary  21  st,  twenty  Taiwan  delegates, 
all  educators  in  their  native  land, 
came  to  Boston  Latin,  hoping  to 
learn  more  about  our  curriculum. 
Among  other  guests  were  George 
Joe  of  the  new  Boston  School 
Committee,  Rodgers  Close,  the 
coordinator  of  math  and  science 
at  the  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Education,  Anne  Hamadeh,  the 
program  director  of  science  of 
Boston  Public  Schools,  Nai-Suon 
Chu,  a  specialist  on  occupational 
education,  and  Shuh-Kuen  Chen, 
the  director  of  the  Cultural  Divi¬ 


sion  on  the  Republic  of  China. 

The  delegates  arrived  at 
9:00  in  the  morning.  They  were 
immediately  brought  to  the  audi¬ 
torium  where  they  were  intro¬ 
duced  to  Mr.  Contompasis,  Ms. 
Kelley,  and  Ms.  Edwards.  After 
a  brief  lecture  on  the  history  of  our 
school,  they  spoke  to  various 
members  of  our  guidance  depart¬ 
ment.  Next,  they  were  broken 
down  into  four  groups,  with  four 
of  Mrs.  Chiu’s  third  year  Chinese 
students,  Benjamin  Wong, 
Yvonne  Ng,  Helen  Chan,  and 
Christina  Martin,  as  tour  guides. 
Of  the  two  interpreters,  one  was 
sent  to  the  school  from  the  school 
department  and  the  other  was  only 
a  second  year  Chinese  student, 
Nancy  Lee.  As  delegates  were 
sorted  out,  they  all  headed  to  the 
math,  science,  andcomputer class¬ 


rooms,  the  three  departments  they 
had  come  thousands  of  miles  to 
see. 

With  the  help  of  Mr.  Walsh 
and  Mr.  Lacroix,  the  two  depart¬ 
ment  heads,  the  delegates  were 
allowed  to  taste  a  little  of  all  our 
science  classes  and  math  classes. 
They  entered  Earth  Science, 
Chemistry,  Physics,  and  Biology 
labs,  visited  our  four  computer 
resource  areas,  and  sat  in  on  a  few 
math  classes.  Although  they  were 
not  interested  in  any  of  our  other 
classes,  they  were  brought  to  see 
our  new  foreign  language  lab.  Of 
course,  they  also  sat  in  on  Mrs. 
Chiu’s  Chinese  class. 

At  11:00,  the  delegates, 
who  insisted  on  a  school  lunch, 
dined  with  their  tour  guides  in  the 
teachers’  lounge.  After  lunch, 
tours  of  the  three  departments 


continued  until  sixth  period  when 
everyone  rejoined  in  the  library. 
There  they  were  given  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  meet  a  senior,  Diemanh 
Nguyen,  who  happens  to  excel  in 
math  and  science.  They  remained 
in  the  library,  exchanging  notes 
and  asking  Ms.  Kelley  questions 
about  Latin  School,  a  school  which 
they  had  actually  heard  of  in  Tai¬ 
wan.  By  1:00,  they  were  due  to 
head  off  for  Newton  North.  As 
souvenirs,  they  were  given  Latin 
School  window  stickers,  pens,  and 
pencils.  As  they  headed  out  the 
building,  we  all  wished  them  well 
and  hoped  that  they  enjoyed  the 
day  spent  in  a  school  whose  repu¬ 
tation  has  reached  those  miles 
across  the  seas. 
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Graffiti  in  the  Schools 


The  Death  of  BLS 


By  Vasso  Elefther 


I  am  talking  about  graffiti 
in  this  school.  Not  graffiti  as  an 
art  form.  I  mean  the  kind  of  harsh, 
cold  language  that  is  carved  in 
desks.  I  mean  the  kind  of  peer 
debasement  that  is  sprayed  or 
marked  on  the  bathroom  walls. 
Seriously,  who  really  cares  whom 
you  love  forevah,  anyway? 

What  a  fine  school!  Since 
the  “big  renovations,”  this  place 
has  become  a  little  easier  to  handle. 
We  have  to  spend  1080  days  of 
our  lives  in  this  building,  so  why 
not  keep  it  clean?  This  is  my 
senior  year  at  this  school,  and  I 
when  was  a  sixie  the  building 
actually  looked  like  “the  oldest 
school  in  the  country.” 

The  defacement  of  the 
school  ’  s  chairs  and  desks  hampers 
our  ability  to  concentrate;  some¬ 
times  we  can ’t  even  write  because 
of  the  carving.  Be  honest.  If  there 
is  “Big  Mamma”  plastered  on  your 
seat,  are  you  going  to  want  to  sit 
there?  When  I  went  into  room 
316,1  noticed  that  some  sports  fan 
painted  a  basketball  court  and  a 
big  black  diamond  on  one  of  the 
desks.  On  another  desk  in  that 
same  room,  a  girl,  in  the  spirit  of 
Valentine’s  Day,  colored  red  and 
green  hearts  with  magic  markers. 

All  of  this  is  unnecessary  and  ugly. 

Mr.  Bill  Butler,  a  custo¬ 
dian  in  our  school,  took  the  time  to 
show  me  the  worst  areas  of  graf¬ 
fiti.  The  second  floor  rooms  were 
a  mess!  Mr.  Butler  cleans  these 
rooms  almost  everyday.  “The  gum 
is  our  number  one  hazard,”  he 
says.  “Every  summer  the  custo¬ 


dians  scrape  up  a  wad  of  gum  the 
size  of  a  basketball.”  The  next 
time  you  walk  down  the  halls, 
look  on  the  floor.  You  will  be 
amazed  at  how  much  gum  there  is 
there. 

Mr.  Butler  had  a  great 
many  qualms  about  the  conditions 
of  the  girls  lavatories.  “It’s  the  tax 
dollars  that  are  being  wasted.” 
The  aerosol  sprays  used  to  erase 
the  graffiti  in  the  lavatories  also 
remove  the  paint.  The  third  floor 
lavatory  across  from  the  library 
has  been  locked  for  three  months. 
Mr.  B  utler  will  not  open  it  because 
the  graffiti  mined  the  paint  on  the 
walls  and  he  doesn’t  want  his  work 
to  go  in  vain.  I  propose  that  the 
school  install  dry  boards  so  that 
students  can  use  to  write  notes 
and  news  rather  than  on  the  walls. 

There  should  be  eleven 
janitors  in  the  school,  but  we  have 
nine.  Mr.  Butler  is  one  of  the  three 
custodians  that  will  be  laid  off  in 
February  leaving  us  with  six.  This 
means  that  our  garbage  will  stick 
around  a  little  longer  and  there 
will  be  less  time  to  remove  the 
graffiti.  We  need  to  pitch  in  if  we 
want  to  live  in  a  comfortable  envi¬ 
ronment.  Pick  up  the  papers  on 
the  floor,  put  your  balogna  sand¬ 
wich  in  the  trash,  and  throw  the 
gum  away. 

My  class  and  the  class  ol 
1993  were  the  last  classes  to  see 
the  school  before  the  make-over. 
When  we  leave,  the  responsibility 
of  maintaining  this  beautiful 
luxury  of  a  new  school  will  be  on 
the  heads  of  you  who  follow  us. 
Don’t  throw  billions  of  dollars 
away  —  stop  graffiti! 


By  Sean  Cronin 


Over  the  past  several  years 
there  has  been  an  effort  do  away 
with  the  examination  schools  of 
Boston,  especially  Boston  Latin 
School.  Because  an  attempt  to 
decimate  the  exam  system  was 
not  sucessful,  the  exam  schools 
are  being  chipped  away  piece  by 
piece. 

On  December  10,  the  new 
student  transfer  process  between 
the  exam  schools  was  okayed  by 
the  school  committee.  It  might 
not  seem  like  much,  but,  in  fact, 
Latin  School  is  becoming  less  and 
less  elite.  Many  believe  that  Latin 
should  be  just  another  school  and 
that  we,  the  top  students  in  the 
school  system,  should  be  mixed 
in  with  the  rest  of  the  Boston  Pub¬ 


lic  School  System  population.  If 
we  were  part  of  the  regular  school 
system,  our  scores  on  the  SAT 
and  DRP  would  bring  up  the  aver¬ 
age  in  the  individual  school  and 
the  Boston  School  Department  as 
a  whole  would  look  better. 

We  are  the  best  of  Boston 
Public  School  students.  We  all 
earned  the  right  to  be  here  and  to 
receive  the  best  education  from 
the  best  teachers.  However,  if  we 
do  not  act  now,  we  will  not  have 
that  right  for  long.  We  will 
probably  all  have  graduated  by 
the  time  the  real  damage  is  done  to 
the  school,  but  parents  and  stu¬ 
dents  alike  must  fight  for  Latin 
School  now  or  it  will  not  be  around 
when  it  is  time  for  our  children  to 
go  to  high  school. 


Juvenile  Justice 


By  Sean  Cronin 


Letter  to  the  Editor 


We,  the  captains  of  the 
Pep  Squad,  would  like  to  note 
some  misinformation  presented  in 
the  article  regarding  the  Pep  Squad 
in  the  December  1991  issue  of  the 
Argo. 

The  Pep  Squad  is  indeed 
seen  “cheering  their  hearts  out” 
for  our  mighty  Wolfpack.  This  is 
what  the  Pep  Squad  does.  How¬ 
ever,  the  Step  Squad  p  dims  only 
twice:  at  the  Spaghettis  upper  and 
at  the  Pep  Rally.  Pep  Squad  is 
open  to  everyone  who  wishes  to 
join,  while  Step  Squad  members 


must  try  out. 

The  Pep  Squad  captains 
are  Nina  Colombaro  and  Nicole 
Schubert.  The  dance  captains  for 
the  Step  Squad  are  Karen  Hudson 
and  Melissa  McPherson;  the  se¬ 
nior  advisor  is  Mignon  Parker. 
Our  faculty  advisors  are  Ms.  Kim 
and  Ms.  Acosta;  Mrs.  Middleton 
encouraged  us  to  regroup  in  Sep¬ 
tember  and  has  continually  shown 
us  enthusiastic  support. 

Thank  you  for  the  correc¬ 
tion.  We  apologize  for  any 
inconvince  we  have  caused  you. 


For  years,  the  phrase  “ju¬ 
venile  Justice”  had  been  little  more 
than  a  joke  in  the  State  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  The  law  did  not  recog¬ 
nize  that  juvenile  offenders  were 
criminals  who  were  responsible 
for  their  actions  and  should  be 
punished  accordingly. 

Under  the  Massachusetts 
system,  a  youth  convicted  of  mur¬ 
der  in  juvenile  court  could  be  re¬ 
leased  at  the  age  of  eighteen  and 
had  to  be  released  by  the  age  of 
twenty-one.  An  outrageous  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  sytem  in  action  is  the 
case  of  the  seventeen-year-old 
who  was  convicted  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  “wilding”  attack  and 
murder  of  Kimberly  Rae  Harbour. 
He  will  probably  serve  less  than 
one  year  in  the  custody  of  the 
Division  of  Youth  Services  as 
punishment  for  his  crime. 


Thanks  to  the  new  juve¬ 
nile  justice  law,  however,  youths 
who  commit  crimes  will  be  pun¬ 
ished  like  adults.  The  ideal  law 
would  have  mandated  the  auto¬ 
matic  transfer  of  first  and  second 
degree  murder  cases  from  juve¬ 
nile  to  adult  court.  Although  that 
measure  did  not  pass,  youths  con¬ 
victed  of  second  degree  murder 
can  be  sentenced  up  to  fifteen 
years  past  their  twenty-first  birth¬ 
day,  and  first  degree  murderers  up 
to  twenty  years  after  turning 
twenty-one. 

This  bill  was  long  over¬ 
due,  and  although  many  may  claim 
that  youth  offenders  should  not  be 
held  up  to  some  of  the  same  stan¬ 
dards  as  adult  criminals,  it  is  clear 
that  most  juvenile  killers  have  the 
same  understanding  of  their  crimes 
as  their  adult  counterparts  and  that 
they  should  be  punished  as  such. 
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By  Brendan  Hughes 

Application  of  new 
knowledge  has  scientifically  been 
proven  to  be  the  only  way  to 
successfully  integrate  that 
knowledge  into  a  student’s 
thought  process.  If  the  true  pur¬ 
pose  of  this  instituion  is  still 
learning,  then  I  urge  those  in 
charge  to  listen  to  my  proposi¬ 
tion.  If  it  is  not,  then  disregard 
this,  me,  and  the  rest  of  the  stu¬ 
dent  body. 

My  proposition  may 
sound  strange,  but  it  will  work.  I 
propose  fewer,  longer  classes  with 
much  longer  breaks  in  between 
them.  Under  this  system,  stu¬ 
dents  will  feel  free  to  delve  into 
the  subject  at  hand  without 
knowing  they  must  again  do  the 
same  thing  with  another  subject 
less  than  an  hour  later,  and  then 
another,  and  then  another.  Now 
students  are  constantly  under  the 
gun. 

We  are  the  up  and  coming 
“Sesame  Street”  generation.  We 


•  budget  continued  from  p.  1 

to  $  60,000,  and  it  is  up  to  the 
headmaster  at  each  school  to  de¬ 
termine  how  this  money  will  be 
spent.  Mr.  Contompasis  feels  that 
the  idea  of  giving  the  school  more 
control  of  the  money  is  a  good 
one.  He  says,  “the  more  you  de¬ 
centralize  to  the  school  site,  the 
better  off  you  are.”  Currently  a 
committee  has  been  set  up,  con¬ 
sisting  of  members  from  the  B  .L.  S . 
Parents’  Council,  to  help  Mr. 
Contompasis  make  a  budget.  They 
are  also  considering  asking  a  stu¬ 
dent  to  join  this  panel  and  give 
input.  The  budget  they  propose 
must  be  sent  to  the  zone  superin¬ 
tendent  by  February  7th;  it  should 
include  some  changes,  because 
the  school  has  already  spent  all  of 
its  allotted  money  for  this  year. 

The  cuts  that  have  to  be 
made  in  the  budget  could  be  less¬ 
ened  any  day,  depending  on  how 
much  the  city  feels  it  can  spend, 
and  depending  on  how  many  pro¬ 
grams  can  be  saved  by  alumni 
contribution.  The  alumni  have 
allowed  Latin  to  keep  the  discon¬ 
tinued  expenses  listed  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  article.  Making 
cuts  in  the  middle  of  the  school 
year  is  hard  because  teachers  can¬ 
not  be  layed  off  until  June,  and 
supplies  have  already  been  or¬ 
dered.  Right  now  funding  reduc¬ 
tions  are  scheduled  to  take  place, 
but  how  much  money  needs  to  be 
cut  and  what  will  be  eliminated  is 
very  unclear.  As  Mr.  Contompasis 


A  Proposal 


have  been  taught  since  we  were 
two  years  old  and  entered  pre¬ 
school,  to  interact.  Interaction  is 
now  an  absolutely  integral  part  of 
our  thought  process.  The  amount 
of  technological  advancements  in 
our  lifetime  rival  those  of  the  rest 
of  time  all  together,  and  we  are  the 
first  generation  to  have  grown  up 
around  computers  and  video 
games.  For  a  quarter,  we  can  go 
head  to  head  with  a  machine  which 
responds  to  our  actions,  as  we 
respond  to  its  actions.  This  is  how 
we  have  learned,  and  this  is  how 
we  will  continue  to  learn.  The 
nonsensical  days  of  sitting  in  rows 
of  desks  memorizing  what  the 
teacher  spews  at  us  must  end.  Ripe 
traditions  may  stay;  stale  tradi¬ 
tions  must  go. 

I  say,  let  us  have  longer 
classes  with  teachers  who  care 
about  their  subject,  who  care  about 
their  students.  The  present  meth¬ 
ods  employed  by  the  school  seem 
to  have  made  teachers  almost 


scared  of  making  the  education  in 
their  classes  entertaining,  even 
interesting. 

After  those  classes,  we 
should  have  time  to  converse  (say, 
ten  minutes)  about  the  new  and 
exciting  concepts  our  newly  in¬ 
vigorated  teachers  have  just  in¬ 
troduced  to  us. 

The  enormous  amount  of 
pressure  under  which  Boston 
Latin  School  students  have  tradi¬ 
tionally  tried  to  learn  does  not 
perform  the  task  our  administra¬ 
tion  believes  it  to  perform.  It 
appears  as  though  the  administra¬ 
tion  still  believes  that  through  an 
overly  rigorouis  curriculum  and 
hard  work,  students  will  come 
out  of  this  school  with  atop  drawer 
education.  They  are  unaware  of 
the  fact  that  their  pressure  indeed 
defeats  the  purpose — it  only  man¬ 
ages  to  teach  students  how  to 
work,  and  perhaps  figure  out  ways 
to  cheat  the  system  and  get  as 
much  credit  as  possible,  with  as 


littlework. 

In  their  six-year  career 
here,  students  are  very  rarely 
called  upon  to  think  creatively. 
This  school  has  the  capacity,  and 
even,  dare  I  say,  the  option,  to 
churn  out  some  of  the  most 
knowing,  well-rounded,  brilliant 
students  this  country  has  to  offer, 
yet  it  stagnates  in  its  change-fear¬ 
ing  old  school  mentality  of  the 
hickory  switch  and  the  assembly 
line. 

The  students  of  Boston 
Latin  School  seem  to  be  using 
education  as  a  means  of  hiding 
fear  of  something — perhaps  the 
school’s  various  means  of  pun¬ 
ishment,  or  a  parent’s  wrath  over 
grades,  and  never  have  the  desire 
to  leam  what  they  should,  which 
is  the  point  of  school.  Instead  of 
serving  as  an  overbearing,  in¬ 
timidating  agent  designed  to  strike 
fear  in  the  hearts  of  students,  I 
call  on  the  administration  to  serve 
as  a  catapult,  thrusting  us  into  our 
newly  interesting  learning  pro¬ 
cess,  which  is  why  we  are  all  here 
in  the  first  place. 


concludes,  “what  the  direct  im¬ 
pact  on  Latin  is,  I  can’t  say,  be¬ 
cause  I  really  don’t  know.” 


#  Mr.  Culver  continued  from  p.  1 
and  ensuring  quality  services  and 
fiscal  responsibility.  It  may  need 
to  restructure  the  system  to  do  so. 
Though  educational  objectives 
must  be  realized,  the  new  com¬ 
mittee  does  not  presume  to  inter¬ 
fere  in  the  details  of  school  ad¬ 
ministration.  The  members  will 
vote  to  do  something,  for  example, 
consolidate  special  education  or 
increase  the  teaching  of  languages. 
Just  how  that  happens  is  up  to 
Superintendent  Harrison-Jones 
and  her  colleagues.  Since  the 
members  are  not  politicians,  they 
need  not  deal  with  re-election  and 
constituents’  problems.  Specific 
difficulties  are  now  to  be  addressed 
to  the  system  administrators.  The 
Committee  will  try  to  do  what  it 
thinks  it  needs  to. 

As  for  examination 
schools,  he  accepts  them  as  long 
as  money,  teachers,  and  supplies 
are  distributed  fairly  to  all  schools. 
He  agrees  that  three  exclusive 
schools  need  not  make  all  the  rest 
inferior. 

School  Committee  mem¬ 
ber  Robert  Culver  looks  forward 
to  helping  the  Boston  Public 
Schools  improve. 


•  Garage  continued  from  p.  1 

But  why  can’t  we  park  in 
it  now?  “On  the  night  of  January 
26,  an  alarm  and  flooding  prob¬ 
lem  developed  in  English  High.” 
Campbell  continues  patiently. 
“We  cannot  use  the  garage  until 
someone  fixes  these  inconviences. 
We  can’t  do  anything  without  the 
City.  They  originally  said  it  would 
be  fixed  by  that  Thursday  (Janu¬ 
ary  30),  but  it’s  two  weeks  later, 
and  still  not  fixed.” 

So  the  No  Parking  situa¬ 
tion  may  be  temporary.  Though 
once  the  alarm  is  fixed,  by  no 
means  is  that  the  end  of  the  garage 
problems. 

“The  building  is  up  for 
bid.”  Ahmad  Johnson,  Class 
Committee  Member  added. 
When  the  alarm  is  repaired,  we 
will  have  the  garage  until  it  is 
sold,  and  those  who  park  there 
will  have  one-day  notice. 

“When  English  is  sold,  we 


will  talk  to  its  new  owners  and 
request  use  of  their  garage.” 
Campbell  nobly  stated.  “We  may 
have  to  lease  it,  we  may  get  it 
donated,  we  may  not  get  it  at  all. 
But  we’re  going  to  try.” 

But  what  about  the  park¬ 
ing  fees  paid  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year?  If  we  lose  the  garage 
permanently,  then  our  Class  Of¬ 
ficers  will  discuss  the  possibility 
of  partial  refunds.  Our  treasury, 
however,  is  feeling  the  sting  of  the 
economy  and  is  quite  burdened 
under  prom,  yearbook,  and  other 
expenses.  And  any  refunds  given 
will  raise  the  prices  of  other 
school-sponsored  events. 

“When  I  know,  you’ll 
know.”  Campbell  confidently 
concluded  our  interview.  There 
you  have  it.  Now  stop  bothering 
Steve,  Kate,  and  Lucia,  and  start 
pestering  the  city. 


page  VI 


Sixies  Deserve  Respect 


INTERNATIONAL  FAIR 


By  Nancy  Poon 

Walking  down  the  hall¬ 
way,  you  see  a  pack  of  younger 
students  hurrying  to  class  while 
others  stop  casually  to  chat  and 
then  stroll  down  the  hall.  What  is 
your  first  thought?  Sixies,  right? 
While  many  of  the  upper-classes 
see  sixies  as  not-so-important 
people,  this  view  is  not  true.  We 
may  be  the  youngest,  but  we  are 
here  to  continue  what  you  have 
already  established  and  build  on 
it  for  future  newcomers.  We  are 
here  to  continue  the  tradition  of 
excellence  at  Boston  Latin. 
Members  of  Class  VI  are  the  fu¬ 
ture  of  B.L.S. 

The  members  of  Class  VI 
play  a  very  major  role  in  our 
school,  inside  and  outside  of  the 
classroom.  We  are  all  enthusias¬ 


tic  students  ready  to  contribute  our 
share.  Athletically,  many  mem¬ 
bers  are  on  junior  varsity  sports, 
including  swimming,  track,  and 
basketball.  In  student  government, 
we  go  all  the  way  to  the  top.  “We 
try  our  best  to  live  up  to  the  stan¬ 
dards  of  Boston  Latin,”  quotes 
Kelly  Brent,  a  member  of  Class  VI 
and  also  newly  elected  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  student  council.  Mu¬ 
sically,  we  have  a  very  active 
chorus.  Every  member  of  Class  VI 
is  special  in  one  way  or  another, 
and  we  play  a  major  part  in  the 
making  of  The  Boston  Latin 
School.  Therefore,  upon  request 
of  the  entire  class,  I  would  like  to 
ask  that  the  snickering  and  con¬ 
stant  muttering  of  “sixies”  in  the 
hallway  stop,  and  for  everyone  to 
given  us  a  fair  chance. 


It's  All  Just  an  Illusion 


By  Helen  Chan 

Remember  the  times 
when  we  wished  so  badly  to  be 
seniors?  I  can  recall  the  remark 
“I  wish  I  were  a  senior!”  uttered 
by  so  many  of  my  envious  peers. 
Senior  year  was  idealized  as  the 
easiest,  most  carefree,  happiest, 
and  greatest  year  of  our  high 
school  lives.  There  was  a  certain 
magical  aura  associated  with  each 
of  the  well-dressed,  laughing, 
sophisticated  seniors  seen  stroll¬ 
ing  and  chatting  on  the  first  floor. 
Now  senior  year  has  finally  ar¬ 
rived.  Whatever  happened  to  the 
long  awaited,  joyous,  elated 
feeling  of  being  a  senior? 

Work,  work,  work — that 
is  what  senior  year  revolves 
around.  The  days  now  pass  so 
quickly  and  insignificantly;  each 
day  is  a  routine,  a  never-ending 
cycle:  school,  homework,  sleep(if 
we’re  lucky),  school,  homework, 
sleep...  To  think  senior  year  is 
supposed  to  be  fun!  What  a  dis¬ 
illusion! 

Combining  AP  classes 
with  college  applications  can  be 
at  times  seemingly  lethal.  The 
worries  and  problems  are  inter¬ 
minable:  the  mind-boggling  se¬ 
lection  of  colleges,  the  writing  of 
distinguishing  essays  to  impress 
colleges,  the  whiffing  out  of  rec¬ 
ommendations  to  teachers,  and 
the  troublesome  task  of  taking  all 
those  required  College  Board 
tests.  Just  when  we  can  breathe  a 
sigh  of  relief  with  the  realization 


that  all  the  college  deadlines  are 
met,  we  are  suddenly  aware  that 
the  financial  aid  forms  are  due  next 
week!  On  top  of  all  the  hassle, 
there  is  the  endless  worry  of 
achieving  A ’s  and  B ’s  on  the  report 
card  and  of  obtaining  high  class 
ranks. 

After  the  storm  of  college 
applications  is  over,  we  then  are 
hit  by  tidal  waves  of  work:  the 
senior  paper,  the  science  project, 
the  unleashing  of  loads  of  home¬ 
work  which  teachers  have  so  kindly 
kept  safe  until  our  application 
deadlines  are  over.  Now  I  realize 
that  under  the  facade  of  all  those 
seemingly  carefree  seniors  I  have 
seen  in  the  halls  when  I  was  an 
underclassman  lies  a  terrible  truth: 
most  of  them  are  on  the  verge  of 
nervous  breakdowns. 

The  best  part  about  senior 
year  so  far,  is  the  knowledge  that 
there  are  only  four  months  of  school 
left  and  high  school  will  be  over 
for  good.  The  days  of  the  gradu¬ 
ation  and  the  prom  are  the  only 
motivators  and  stimuli  for  dealing 
with  this  heavy  burden  of  work. 

If  you  are  among  those  who 
are  dying  to  be  seniors,  here  is  a 
word  of  caution:  do  not  be  jealous 
and  do  not  be  deceived  by  our 
happy,  smiling  faces.  Being  a  se¬ 
nior  can  be  the  worst  punishment 
ever  issued.  Above  all,  you  will 
get  your  chance  to  be  seniors.  Be 
content  and  enjoy  high  school  while 
you  can  because  once  senior  year 
comes,  joy  will  not  be  a  part  of 
your  vocabulary  until  J une  arrives. 


by  Lucia  Colombaro 


This  spring  the  backyards  of  Boston  Latin  School  will  undergo 
a  never  seen  before  transformation.  New  and  foreign  sounds,  sights, 
smells,  and  feelings  will  possess  the  side  football  playing  field  and  the 
“helicopter  pad”  in  back.  We  are  having  an  International  Fair. 

Songs  from  places  as  far  away  as  the  Swiss  Alps  and  the  coastal 
towns  of  Jamaica  will  fill  the  air.  The  smells  of  spices  and  savory 
aromas  of  food  from  all  over  the  world  will  fill  our  noses  and  our 
bellies.  A  rainbow  of  colors  and  new  images  will  display  themselves 
in  a  collection  of  traditional  dress.  These  tiny  plots  of  land  in  the 
middle  of  Roxbury,  Massachusetts  will  literally  be  a  living  microcosm 
of  the  world.  We,  the  students  of  Boston  Latin  School,  will  be  creating 
this  world  and  having  FUN  celebrating  together. 

The  opportunity  has  finally  come  for  those  people,  students 
and  teachers  alike,  who  have  great  ideas  brewing  in  minds  about  an 
event  like  this  to  put  their  imagination  to  work  and  bring  this  Fair  to 
life. 

It  is  very  important  that  BLS  have  an  International  Fair  because 
it  is  a  way  of  starting  a  new  and  much  needed  tradition  that  celebrates 
the  tremendous  diversity  of  our  school  community.  A  Fair  of  this 
nature  gives  us  all  a  chance  to  educate  and  learn  about  who  we  are  in 
a  festive  atmosphere.  Producing  a  fair  of  this  type  creates  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  us  to  work  together  with  a  sense  of  community  and  enjoy 
ourselves  at  the  same  time.  The  preparation  time  we  put  into  the  Fair 
is  a  unique  opportunity  that  will  provide  many  unforgettable  moments 
filled  with  tears  of  laughter  and  good  feelings. 

The  major  objective  is  to  eat,  dance,  listen  to  music,  sing,  play 

games,  and  have  FUN!!!! 

The  fair  will  consist  of  many  parts: 

1. )  MUSIC:  There  will  be  live  performances  by  high  school 

bands  or  groups  and  a  variety  of  ethnic  musical  groups,  both  amateur 
and  professional. 

2. )  DANCE:  Performances  by  student  dance  groups,  (or  any 

one  who  wishes  to  perform,  talented  teachers  and  faculty  included**) 
in  both  traditional  and  modem  styles  will  perform.  PLUS,  a  dance 
floor  will  be  open  for  everyone’s  enjoyment 

3. )  FOOD:  There  will  be  an  INTERNATIONAL  CUI¬ 

SINE  BUFFET  contributed  by  the  skilled  and  hidden  chefs  from 
among  the  Boston  Latin  School  Community  of  students,  faculty  and 
their  families 

4. )  GAMES:  Games  will  be  held  on  the  side  playing  field. 

Games  will  range  from  a  dunking  booth  (hopefully-a  special  and  very 
important  person  from  among  BLS’  esteemed  administration 
has  unofficially  volunteered  to  be  a  victim  for  the  dunking,  no  names 
will  be  mentioned),  pie  throwing  contests,  three  legged  races  and 
other  traditional  fair-type  games  will  be  played. 

However,  the  games  don ’tend  here!  Instead,  they  will  broaden 
to  include  games  played  all  over  the  world  at  gatherings  like  our  fair. 
The  hope  is  that  we  can  bring  some  traditional  games  from  around  the 
world  back  to  life  and  teach  them  to  each  other.  It  is  a  way  for  us, 
Americans,  immigrants  from  other  lands,  to  share  and  live  parts  of  our 
own  cultures  that  might  otherwise  die  out  and  be  forgotten.  Games 
and  ways  of  celebration  are  the  most  treasured  parts  of  our  heritages 
and  are  unfortunately,  usually  the  first  parts  we’ve  given  up.  We 
hope  to  include  a  dance  around  the  May  Pole  in  celebration  of  the 
arrival  of  spring. 


continued  on  P.  8 


The  BLS  ARGO 
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SPORTS 


Golf 


The  Boston  Latin  golf 
team  has  had  one  of  its  most  suc¬ 
cessful  seasons  since  the  time  it 
became  a  member  of  the  Dual 
County  League.  After  the  team 
lost  its  first  two  matches,  Coach 
Bennie  Myers  gave  a  few  words 
of  encouragement.  The  golfers 
then  went  on  to  win  nine  matches 
in  a  row,  finishing  the  season  at  9- 
3.  Even  though  Boston  Latin  was 
denied  the  league  membership 
because  of  a  complicated 
U.S.G.A.  ruling,  the  team  did 
qualify  for  the  M.I.I.A.  tourna¬ 
ment.  Mike  Scaccia  became  the 
first  Latin  School  player  since  the 
school  became  a  member  of  the 
D.C.L.  to  qualify  for  the  individual 
M.I.I.A.  tournament  in  June  1992. 
He  finished  the  season  with  the 
best  record  in  the  D.C.L.,  11-1. 

Congratulations  to  the 
whole  team,  and  especially  to 
Mike  Scaccia  and  Mike  Mason 
for  having  the  best  record  (19-2- 
3)  as  the  number  one  and  number 


Sxa^xard 

Girls'  basketball 

13-3 

Boys'  basketball 

9-7 

Wrestling 

4-7 

Hockey 

9-4-3 

Girls'  Swimming 

8-5 

Boys'  Swimming 

1-5 

Boys' 

Swimming 


By  Tung  Chu 

Under  the  superb  coach¬ 
ing  of  Mr.Conley,  this  year’s  new 
boy’s  swim  team  is  a  much  im¬ 
proved  team.  There  are  no  se¬ 
niors  this  year;  however,  led  by 
Captains  Matt  McAuliffe  and 
Chris  Merullo,  the  team  shows 
great  potential.  Returning  swim¬ 
mers,  Brian  Mullin — a  junior, 
Erick  Lopez,  Chris  Dervan,  Tung 
Chu,  Bradford  Johnson — all 
sophomores,  and  freshman  John 
Fitzgerald  greatly  aid  the  team. 
Also  some  rookie  sensations  are 
Myron  Allukian,  Jason  Serino, 
and  Mark  Ford.  The  team’s 
record,  a  little  more  than  half 
way  through  the  season,  is  1-5; 
all  meets  have  been  exciting  and 
the  boys  have  shown  great  team 
effort.  Due  to  Latin’s  lack  of 
divers,  the  opposing  teams  usu¬ 
ally  get  the  thirteen  points  for 
diving.  Since  many  defeats  were 
only  by  single  digits,  the  team 
would  have  won  more  meets  if 
there  were  some  divers.  One  of 
the  closest  meets  was  the  one 
against  Milford;  the  score  was 
86-84,  Latin.  Good  luck  in  fu¬ 
ture  meets,  Wolfpack! 


4^  KAPLAN  SAT  PREP 

We  Sef  The  Standard... You  Set  The  Pace . 


Kaplan  SAT  Prep  is  the  only  Individualized 

course  in  the  country.  To  help  you  achieve  your  highest 
SAT  score,  we  set  the  standard  and  will  work  with  you 
to  customize  a  prep  course  program  to  suit  your 
personal  needs. 


Kaplan  SAT  Prep  begins  with  you/ 

•  Start  your  course  the  day  you  enroll  with 
professionally  structured,  up-to-the-minute  home- 
study  materials 

•  If  you  miss  a  class,  our  TEST-N-TAPE®  Learning  Lab 
lets  you  catch  up 

•  Dynamic  live  classes  with  highly  qualified  instructors 

•  Personal  attention  with  extra,  help  tutorial  sessions 

•  Use  of  150  Kaplan  Centers  nationwide 

•  Special  repeat  policy  (ask  for  details) 

•  Scholarship  assistance,  if  qualified 


Enroll  now / 

Call  your  nearest  Kaplan  Center  today,  or  call  toll-free: 

1 -800-KAP-TEST 

Boston  Class  Begins  Saturday 
March  28 

CALL  FOR  DETAILS 


1 


STANLEY  H.  KAPLAN 

EDUCATIONAL  CENTER  LTD. 

©  1992  Stanley  H.  Kaplan  Educational  Center  l4d. 


Boys'  and  Girls'  Indoor  Winter  Track 


By  Athena  Stamatos 


The  BLS  Track  Team  has 
been  having  a  sensational  season. 
The  boys’  DCL  record  is  5-3,  while 
the  girls’  DCL  record  is  5-2.  The 
overall  record  is  10-3  for  the  boys 
and  9-2  for  the  girls. 

There  are  many  outstand¬ 
ing  runners  on  the  boys’  team. 
Saul  Merejo  had  the  fastest  time 
in  the  league  in  the  300,  and  he 
also  anchored  the  relay  team. 
Strong  contributors  in  the  dis¬ 
tances  are  Bing  Guerin,  Captain 
Tom  Guerrini,  Ian  Hoag,  Demian 
Bigelow,  Joe  Janezic,  and  Kevin 
Daly.  Gerry  Polyhronopoulos  did 
an  outstanding  job  in  the  600. 
Other  notable  performers  are  Tai 
Nguyen  in  the  hurdles,  Captain 
Allen  Cooper  in  the  high  jump, 
Millery  Polyne  in  the  300,  Chung 
Lee  in  the  300  and  the  high  jump, 
Woodley  Auguste  in  the  shot  put, 
James  Kimon  in  the  dash,  and 
Mark  Steams  in  the  600. 


Several  runners  on  the 
boys’  team  have  broken  personal 
records.  Chung  Lee  ran  the  300 
in  37.6  seconds.  Gerry 
Polyhronopoulos  ran  the  600  at 
Way  land  in  122  seconds.  In  the 
two-mile,  Tom  Guerrini  finished 
in  eleven  minutes  and  Ian  Hoag 
in  eleven  minutes  and  12.6  sec¬ 
onds.  Tai  Nguyen  ran  the  hurdles 
in  6.4  seconds.  Woodley  Auguste 
threw  thirty-six  feet  five  inches 
in  the  shot  put. 

At  the  All-Dual  County 
League  Meet  on  January  29^,  the 
boys  placed  fifth  with  thirty-one 
points.  The  relay  team — Chung 
Lee,  Allen  Cooper,  Millery 
Polyne,  Gerry 

Polyhronopoulos — placed  sec¬ 
ond.  In  addition,  Allen  Cooper 
was  fourth  in  the  high  jump;  Joe 
Janezic  was  sixth  in  the  mile; 
Gerry  Polyhronopoulos  was  third 
and  Mark  Steams  was  fourth  in 
the  600,  Ian  Hoag  was  third  and 
Tom  Guerrini  was  fourth  in  the 


two-mile. 

The  girls’  team  is  also  very 
strong.  The  captains  are  Katy 
Dunne  and  Sheila  Vetiac.  Sheila, 
who  runs  the  dash,  returned  to 
compete  in  January  after  recover¬ 
ing  from  a  knee  injury.  Katy  Dunne 
ran  the  mile  at  the  State  Coaches’ 
Meet  in  5  minutes  and  23.6  sec¬ 
onds,  which  is  a  school  record. 
Bedelia  Richards  was  phenomenal 
in  the  300  yard  run  and  the  high 
jump,  plus  she  anchored  the  relay 
team.  The  girls’  mile  relay  team, 
consisting  of  Sunni  Lee,  Tamara 
Allen,  Katy  Dunne,  Bedelia 
Richards,  and  Kim  Howard,  has 
the  fastest  time  in  the  league.  Other 
terrific  runners  are  Lisa  Coyle  in 
the  two  mile,  Tanya  Brooks  and 
Latesha  Alston  in  the  shot  put, 
Erica  Rice  and  Iyeoka  Okoawo  in 
the  dash,  and  Jordanna 
L’Esperance  in  the  600. 

At  the  All-League  Meet, 
the  girls  performed  very  well.  Out 
of  ten  teams,  Latin,  with  fifty- 


eight  points,  came  in  second  to 
Weston,  which  had  ninty-six 
points.  Two  All-League  champi¬ 
ons  are  Katy  Dunne,  who  won  the 
mile  in  5  minutes  and  32.6  sec¬ 
onds,  and  Bedelia  Richards,  who 
won  the  300  in  40.3  seconds.  The 
relay  team — Sunni  Lee,  Tamara 
Allen,  Katy  Dunne,  and  Bedelia 
Richards — won  first  place  in  4 
minutes  and  24.4  seconds.  Shelia 
Vetiac  came  in  second  place  in  the 
dash;  Tamara  Allen  came  in  third 
place  in  the  300.  Other  scorers  at 
the  meet  were  Tanya  Brooks  and 
Latesha  Alston  in  the  shot  put, 
Sunni  Lee  and  Kim  Howard  in  the 
600,  Sonia  Millan  in  the  two-mile, 
and  Iyeoka  Okoawo  in  the  forty 
yard  dash. 

Coach  Evans  and  his  as¬ 
sistants  Mr.  Irons  and  Mr.  Glennon 
have  been  preparing  the  team  for 
the  State  Meet. 
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The  BLS  Argo 


Entertainment 


The  Little  Foxes 


Grease 


by  Lisa  Reynolds 


On  January  16th,  approxi¬ 
mately  sixty  Boston  Latin  students 
attended  a  performance  of  Lillian 
Hellner’s  The  Little  Foxes  at  the 
Huntington  Theatre.  The  play  is 
nowhere  near  as  enjoyable  as  a 
previously  attended  performance, 
The  Snow  Ball. 

The  plot  is  very  poor.  It  is 
slow  to  start,  and  it  goes  out  with 
a  whimper.  The  second  act  is  the 
only  interesting  one.  The  scenes 
drag  on  for  a  long  time;  there 
seems  to  be  many  unimportant 
details.  The  subplot  (Horace’s 
weakening  condition  due  to  heart 
disease)  is  more  interesting  than 
the  major  story-line  (Oscar,  Ben, 
and  Regina’s  fight  for  control  of 
some  finances  and  each  other). 

The  acting  is  only  sub- 
par.  The  actress  who  plays  Regina 
did  not  know  her  lines.  There  is 
no  excuse  for  that,  even  if  she  is  an 
understudy.  Even  in  the  moment 
when  the  character  of  Alexandra 
is  to  appear  strong,  she  is  portrayed 
in  a  somewhat  tentative  fashion. 
She  does  not  seem  to  be  the 
powerful  character  that  she  is 
supposed  to  be.  The  Little  Foxes 
is  saved  only  by  the  performances 
of  two  minor  characters,  servants 
Addie  and  Cal. 

Overall,  The  Little  Foxes 
is  a  disappointment.  Bigger  and 
better  things  are  expected  of  the 
Huntington  Theatre. 


by  Jennifer  Roberts  and  Debra  McCullough 


The  Boston  Latin  School 
Drama  Club’s  production  of 
Grease  was  well-rehearsed^hu- 
morous,  and  entertaining,  despite 
all  the  broken  bones  and  faulty 
sets. 

The  Friday,  December  13, 
performance,  starring  Naveen  K.S 
Sidhu  as  Danny  and  Jennifer  Ross 
as  Sandy,  suffered  several  draw¬ 
backs,  such  as  resonant  music 
drowning  out  the  singers’  voices 
and  sets  collapsing,  or  lacking  al¬ 
together.  Nevertheless,  the  signs 
used  instead  of  props  and  sets 
provided  a  laugh  or  two,  and  the 
song  and  dance  numbers  were 
upbeat  and  professional. 

The  highlights  of  the  play 
included  Brendan  Hughes’ 
guardian  angel  scene,  a  heart- and- 
soul  comedic  performance,  and 
Jessica  Strelec’s  (Rizzo)  solo.  The 
music  throughout  was  fitting,  if 
occasionally  too  loud,  and  in¬ 
cluded  swaying  and  clapping,  both 
during  numbers  and  between 
scenes.  The  background  chorus 
was  also  a  solid  support  through¬ 
out  the  entire  production. 

On  the  second  night,  the 
lead  roles  of  Sandy  and  Danny 
were  portrayed  by  Jamie  Forte 
and  Naveen  Sidhu.  Naveen  and 
Jamie  were  excellent  in  perform¬ 
ing  solos. 

The  T-birds  and  pink  la¬ 
dies  along  with  the  other  members 
of  the  cast  did  a  wonderful  job 
portraying  their  characters.  For 
the  limited  amount  of  time  that 


the  BLS  Drama  Club  had  to  put  on 
this  50’s  rock  ‘n  roll  musical,  they 
did  a  terrific  job.  Credit  has  to  be 
given  to  the  members  on  the  pro¬ 
duction  staff  for  theircleverprops 
as  well. 

Some  of  the  funniest  mo¬ 
ments,  aside  from  falling  props 
like  fenders,  were  the  occasional 
picking  up  of  the  sign  that  fell  on 
the  floor,  the  slow-movement  of 
characters  waiting  for  their  scenes, 
roller  coaster  seating  in  the  rear, 
and  the  pelvic  thrusts  of  the  T- 
birds.  And  when  there  was  no 
action  on  stage,  you  could  listen 
to  the  piano  or  the  electric  guitar. 
So  if  you  missed  the  second  pro¬ 
duction  of  Grease ,  you  missed  out 
on  a  lot  of  talent  and  a  lot  of  fun. 

Overall,  an  astonishing 
star,  a  strong  supporting  cast,  and 
original  humor  made  the  best  of 
an  iffy  situation,  and  allowed 
Drama  club  to  succeed  in  bring¬ 
ing  a  little  of  the  Fifties  to  BLS. 
More  detailed  sets  combined  with 
the  current  cast  and  crew  would 
make  the  Drama  Cub’s  next  pro¬ 
duction  an  absolute  hit. 


"Kuffs" 


By  Debra  McCullough 

Christian  Slater  (from 
“Mobsters”)  stars  as  George 
Kuffs,  the  brother  of  a  cop  mur¬ 
dered  in  a  shooting.  His  perfor¬ 
mance  is  humorous  and  very  con¬ 
vincing. 

George  Surprises  every¬ 
one  when  he  takes  over  his 
brother’ s  job  as  a  police  officer  in 
charge  of  a  district.  While  run¬ 
ning  his  own  district,  he  learns 
that  his  brother’s  assassins  are 
after  him  because  of  his  pursuit  in 
learning  the  truth. 

Actress  Milla  Jovovich 
(from  “Return  to  the  Blue  La¬ 
goon”)  portrays  George’s  girl¬ 
friend.  Another  member  of  the 
supporting  cast,  Tony  Goldwin 
(from  “Ghost”),  plays  George’s 
partner.  The  two  actors  work  well 
together  in  this  movie. 

If  you’re  looking  for  a 
suspenseful,  action-filled  comedy, 
go  see  “Kuffs.” 


#  International  Fair  continued  fran  p.  6 

5. )BOOTHS:  All  clubs,  language  classes,  and  anyone  inter¬ 

ested  will  be  setting  up  booths  at  which  they  have  full  creative  reign 
to  present  anything  ranging  from  a  collection  of  literature,  a  game,  a 
musical  or  dance  performance,  art  objects,  teaching  a  craft,  telling 
fortunes,  to  selling  items  for  the  organizations  own  profit. 

6. )the  TROJAN  WOLF:  This  first  time  ever  to  be  seen  Herculean 
sized  symbol  of  our  school  and  its  classical  tradition  will  be  present  at 
the  fair  to  add  a  new  twist  to  old  forms.  The  ever  famous  Lupa  Latina, 
who  suckled  Romulus  and  Remus,  the  legendary  founders  of  Rome, 
will  undergo  a  metamorphosis  of  sorts.  Her  glorified  belly  will  contain 
surprises  of  all  sorts  to  be  revealed  at  the  end  of  the  fair.  Throughout 
the  fair,  this  massive  golden  wolf  will  offer  her  under  side  to  anyone 
who  fancies  themselves  worthy  of  assuming  the  position  of  Romulus 
and  Remus.  It  will  be  the  perfect  photo  opportunity! 

7. )TIME  CAPSULE:  As  a  special  event,  the  Class  of  1992  would  like 
to  dedicate  a  Time  Capsule  to  the  graduating  Class  of  2017  at  the  Fair. 
This  idea  is  still  pending  until  some  important  details  are  worked  out. 

What  is  going  to  make  this  fair  happen  is  YOU!  If  you  like  any 
of  what  you’ve  heard  about  our  Fair,  if  you  have  any  ideas,  if  you  can 


cook  a  special  dish  or  you  know  someone  who  owns  a  restaurant,  if  you 
like  to  perform,  either  sing,  play  an  instrument,  dance,  or  recite;  if  you 
know  of  a  particular  game  from  anywhere  around  the  world,  if  you  are 
artistically  inclined,  or  you  just  want  to  be  part  of  what’s  going 
on . GET  INVOLVED!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

INTERNATIONAL  FAIR  MEETINGS  ARE  HELD 
WEEKLY.  Join  a  committee  that  suits  you  most- 
Bring  your  ideas  and  know  how,  we  need  you!!!!  If  you  have  any 
questions  or  suggestions  please  see  me,  Lucia  Colombaro  in  room  116 
before  or  after  school.  Teachers  and  Faculty,  if  you  have  any  ideas  or 
skills  you’d  like  to  contribute  towards  the  making  of  the  Fair-  DON’T 
BE  SHY-  get  involved,  even  in  the  smallest  way,  THE  MORE,  THE 
MERRIER! 

THE  FAIR’S  PROSPECTIVE  DATE  IS  EITHER  SATURDAY, 
APRIL  1 1  OR  SATURDAY,  MAY  9  FROM  12-5  p.m. 

BRING  FRIENDS  AND  FAMILY  FOR  THIS 
FIRST  IN  BLS  HISTORY  DAY  OF  FUN!  !  !  !  ! 
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Seniors  Beat  Teachers,  58-51 


Budget  Cuts  and  Their  Effects  on 

Layoffs 


School  Committe  Chairman  Paul 

Parks 


by  Hilary  Krieger 

After  years  of  contract  nego¬ 
tiations,  teachers’  strikes,  budget  cuts, 
petitions,  and  rallies,  the  Boston  School 
Department  has  reduced  its  payroll. 
About  one  hundred-fifty  positions  have 
been  eliminated  throughout  the  schools; 
however,  only  ninety  people  actually 
lost  their  jobs  and  more  people  reinstated 
every  day. 

The  School  Committee  was 
required  to  reduce  its  budget  by  eight 
million  dollars  this  year,  and  cuts  had  to 
take  place  in  personnel.  John  Conly 
from  the  Office  of  Personnel  in  the  Boston 
School  Department  explained  the  situa¬ 
tion. 

There  are  four  zones  in  Boston: 
North,  East,  West,  and  High  School. 
Each  zone  superintendent  conducted  a 
Workforce  Analysis.  This  is  a  study  of 
the  present  jobs  in  each  zone’s  given 
schools,  which  looked  for  those  jobs 
which  were  budgeted  but  vacant,  classes 
that  could  be  consolidated,  and  positions 
that  could  be  removed  with  the  least 
adverse  effect  on  the  students.  After 
calculating  the  total  number  of  jobs  to  be 
removed,  the  zone  superintendent  di¬ 
vided  them  among  the  schools,  each 
school  receiving  a  certain  number  of 
positions  to  eliminate.  The  exact  posi¬ 
tions  were  determineed  by  the  individual 
Headmasters.  But  that’s  not  all. 

There  are  two  types  of  em¬ 
ployment  used  in  our  school  system. 
Permanent  employees  can  not  be  fired 


easily  but  can  be  laid  off  to  save  money. 
Provisionals  are  hired  from  year  to  year 
and  must  be  laid  off  before  permanent 
staff.  The  provisionals  have  job  security 
based  on  seniority,  and  once  again  there 
are  two  types  of  seniority;  seniority  is 
the  total  number  of  years  work  in  a  given 
subject  or  field.  Administrators  and 
teachers  have  different  types  of  seniority 
because  they  are  in  two  different  fields; 
however,  administrators  often  have  some 
teaching  seniority  because  they  taught 
before  they  were  administrators.  Any¬ 
way,  once  the  principals  had  eliminated 
all  the  positions,  the  provisionals  were 
gathered  together  and  proceeded  to 
“bump”  others  with  less  seniority.  This 
is  how  bumping  works:  if  a  science 
teacher  laid  off  in  one  school  has  more 
seniority  than  a  science  teacher  not  laid 
off  in  another  school,  the  laid-off  science 
teachertakes  the  remaining  position,  with 
the  other  teacher  out  of  a  job.  This  has  a 
catch,  too,  because  of  a  federal  court 
order  stating  that  a  certain  percentage  of 
the  employees  of  the  Boston  Public 
School  System  have  to  be  black ‘and 
other  minorities.  Recently,  many  mi¬ 
norities  have  been  hired.  They  have  the 
lowest  seniority.  They  cannot  be  bumped 
because  of  the  order,  so  it  is  the  whites 
with  seniority  who  are  losing  their  jobs. 
Right  now,  due  to  various  circumstances, 
after  all  positions  have  been  eliminated, 
consolidation  effected,  and  vacancies 
filled,  a  grand  total  of  ninety  people  have 
actually  been  laid  off. 

continued  on  p.  3 


by  James  LaRosa 


“I  don ’t  usually  talk  much  about 
the  last  school  committee.  I  don’t  know 
what  problems  they  had.  Not  because  it 
was  so  bad  as  much  as  it  was  that  the 
system  didn’t  make  sense.”  So  says  the 
head  of  the  new  Boston  School  Commit¬ 
tee,  Paul  Parks,  who  also  feels  that  “by 
whether  intention  or  pure  accident,  the 
mayor  appointed  a  very  good  school 
board  in  terms  of  its  balance.. .in  terms  of 
what  it  represents.” 

The  new  school  committee  does 
have  the  reputation  of  the  last  one  to  live 
down;  they  have  to  face  cutting  a  budget 
the  day  they  walked  into  office.  A 
deficit  in  the  budget  is  against  the  law, 
and  “individual  members  can  be  held 
liable  for  it,  so  we  had  to  balance  the 
budget.”  One  step  was  the  laying  off  of 
sixty  faculty  members,  layoffs  which 
Mr.  Parks  considers  minimal  “compared 
to  the  4,500  teachers  in  the  Boston  Pub¬ 
lic  School  system." 

Almost  every  time  members  of 
the  BLS  faculty  are  given  pink  slips, 
students  rally  to  show  their  support.  Mr. 
Parks  feels  this  rallying  for  teachers  is 
exercising  their  First  Amendment  rights 
“as  long  as  it  doesn’t  take  students  from 
the  classroom,”  but  how  effective  it  is  is 
“hard  to  say.  It  really  is.  Otherwise,  it 
depends  on  the  issue.”  Mr.  Parks  ex¬ 
plains,  “Most  of  the  time  when  school 
boards  reach  the  point  of  laying  people 
off,  they  thought  through  very  carefully 
their  actions,  and  the  probability  for  that 
being  reversed  is  very  slim.  Once  in  a 
while,  they’ll  get  a  teacher  where  there 
was  a  mistake  made,  really,  and  that 
happened  this  last  time.  There  was  a 
mistake  made.  There  was  an  assistant 
principal  who  got  a  pink  slip  who  wasn’t 


intended  to  be  laid  off,  so  he  was  re¬ 
placed  but  was  brought  back.  But 
ordinarily,  that  won’t  happen. 

“When  dealing  with  large 
numbers  of  people,  you  cannot  show 
indecisivencss.  You’ve  got  to  make  de¬ 
cisions  and  you’ve  got  to  hold  to  your 
decisions.  Otherwise,  there’s  sheer 
chaos.”  He  went  on  to  add,  “I  doubt  that 
there  will  be  another  deficit.” 

Aside  from  the  reputation  of 
the  former  school  committee,  the  new 
school  board  also  has  to  deal  with  its  own 
members’  reputations  of  being  the 
mayor’s  cronies,  a  title  which  Mr.  Parks 
blames  on  the  mayoral  election  of  last 
year.  “We  got  caught  between  Mayor 
Flynn  and  his  former  political  adversar¬ 
ies  [the  Rev.  Hagler  Ellis  and  Ed 
Doherty].  The  media  had  a  field  day 
with  it.” 

How  does  this  man,  who 
started  out  as  a  civil  engineer,  feel 
about  the  mayor?  “I  don’t  DISLIKE 


wouldn’t  be  sitting  here  right  now  [as 
head  of  the  school  board]  if  I  disliked 
him.  Ray  and  I  have  never  been  close 
allies.  I  think  he  has  some  real  shortcom¬ 
ings,  but  I  think  he’s  done  a  good  job  as 
mayor.” 

While  he  thinks  that 
BLS  has  created  an  environment  “that 
every  school  ought  to  have,”  if  students 
do  not  make  it  into  Latin,  it  doesn’t  mean 
that  there  is  something  wrong  with  their 
ability  to  learn.  “I’ve  said  over  and  over 
again — the  school  system  should  never 
be  judged  on  the  quality  of  its  students.  It 
should  be  judged  on  the  quality  of  its 
teachers,  its  principals,  its  administra¬ 
tors  and  its  policies.” 

A  writer  stated  in  our  February 

continued  on  p.  2 


Jason  Yang  -  first  place  and  Christa  McCauliffe  Award  winner  at  the  City  wide  Science 

Fair  in  the  Junior  Division 


him.  I  don’t  know  Ray  that  well.  1 


Visiting  Historian  Promotes  Multiculturalism 
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By  Jennifer  Roberts 


This  year’s  Black  History 
Month  assembly  featured  a  prestigious 
guest  speaker  who  gave  a  talk  on  early 
Kemet,  or  Egyptian,  history.  Thanks  to 
the  Head  Master,  Mr.  Myers,  and  Ms. 
Craddock,  it  was  possible  for  Dr.  Asa  G. 
Hilliard  III  to  come  to  Boston  Latin 
School.  His  presentation  brought  to  light 
information  long  suppressed  about 
Egyptian  culture  and  background,  and 
enlightened  students  with  a  new  per¬ 
spective  on  the  history  of  the  world. 

“Academically,  not  Politically” 

Dr.  Hilliard,  a  teacher,  psychologist, and 
historian,  came  to  Boston  Latin  School 
with  a  purpose:  to  inform  students,  using 
verbal  and  visual  facts,  that  early  Kemet 
was  a  civilization  of  black  Africans,  not 
a  separate  white  society.  He  supported 
this  message  with  an  extensive  bibliog¬ 
raphy  and  slides  featuring  artifacts  from 
the  Egyptian  Museum  in  Cairo.  He  sim¬ 
ply,  realistically,  and  sometimes 
humorously  proved  that  the  people  of 
Kemet  shared  characteristics  with  other 
black  African  civilizations;  those  that 
arc  most  obvious  include  facial  features, 
hair  styles,  culture  and  society. 

During  his  presentation,  Dr. 
Hilliard  made  another  point.  Knowing 
that  his  presentation  might  seem  degrad¬ 
ing  to  European  History,  he  opened  his 


speech  with  the  statement,  “I  am  speak¬ 
ing  to  you  academically,  not  politically.” 
As  Dr.  Hilliard’s  opening  remark  showed, 
it  is  important  to  remember,  in  any  area 
of  study,  that  the  real  information,  the 
facts,  is  what  counts,  even  when  the 
subject  is  delicate. 

“Challenge  Teachers  Respectfully  to 
Find  the  Truth” 

According  to  both  Mr.  Myers  and  Ms. 
Craddock,  the  student  response  to  Dr. 
Hilliard’s  presentation  was  extremely 
positive.  Mr.  Myers  said,  “Dr.  Hilliard’s 
presentation  was  refreshing  to  the  kids, 
as  a  change  from  European  History” 
which  awakened  curiosity  about 
multicultural  studies.  When  students 
asked  about  the  facts  presented  by  Dr. 
Hilliard,  “Why  didn’t  the  teachers  at 
Boston  Latin  School  tell  us,  because 
they  didn’t  know,  or  because  they  didn’t 
care?”  Mr.  Myers  said  the  only  way  he 
could  respond  honestly  was  to  say,  “You 
have  to  be  the  judge,  since  you’re  the  one 
in  the  classroom.  Challenge  teachers 
respectfully  to  find  the  truth.”  Ms. 
Craddock  also  believes  that  students 
educated  with  a  classical  background 
should  have  access  to  information  about 
all  civilizations  and  cultures.  If 
multiculturalism  is  not  taught  in  a 
multicultural  country,  then  “we’re  not 


Diary  of  a  Declaimer-The  Sequel 


By  Lisa  Reynolds 


Last  year,  I  participated  in 
Foreign  Language  Declamation.  After 
that  nerve-wracking  experience,  I  vowed 
never  to  try  outagain.  I  must  be  a  glutton 
for  punishment,  because,  sure  enough, 
on  March  51*1,  I  was  babbling  on  the 
stage  about  Victor  Hugo’s  life. 

How  did  I  get  there,  you  may 
ask.  The  road  began  back  in  January, 
when  my  ego  won  out  over  my 
intelligence  and  I  signed  up  for  Foreign 
Language  Declamation.  Thinking  try¬ 
outs  would  not  be  until  after  February 
vacation,  I  forgot  about  my  piece — until 
I  read  a  notice  in  the  bulletin  concerning 
the  tryouts  for  French  declaimers  on  the 
following  Monday!  I  spent  the  weekend 
valiantly  cramming  thirty-five  typewrit¬ 
ten  lines  of  text  into  my  head  and  hoped 
that  I  would  gain  some  understanding  of 
what  I  was  saying. 


Monday  after  school,  I  recited 
my  piece  for  the  judges.  I  thought  I  had 
done  all  right:  I  miraculously  did  not 
forget  my  lines;  I  managed  to  stay  stand¬ 
ing,  and  I  even  had  expression.  To  my 
surprise,  I  was  named  one  of  the  final¬ 
ists.  The  week  that  followed  was  a  flurry 
of  rehearsals,  re-memorizations,  attempts 
at  adopting  (or  learning  how  to  fake)  an 
accent,  clothes-shopping,  and  tension¬ 
building. 

At  last,  the  big  day  arrived. 
After  spending  two  periods  practicing 
with  other  panicked  speakers,  the  actual 
performances  began.  Since  I  was  the  last 
speaker  of  Level  III,  I  had  to  wait  a  while 
to  recite  my  portions  of  Hugo’s  obituary . 
My  chance  in  the  spotlight  came  about 
9:50.  I  greeted  master-of-ceremonies 
Mrs.  Cummings,  walked  to  the  center  of 
the  stage,  looked  out  into  a  sea  of  mostly 
familiar,  expecting  faces,  and  plunged 
into  my  introduction.  I  do  not  remember 
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being  all  we  can  be,”  she  said. 

Paul  Tsongas  Involved 

In  addition,  Dr.  Hilliard’s  visit 
correlates  with  the  opening  of  a  new 
gallery  at  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  in 
early  May.  This  new  gallery,  focusing 
on  Ancient  Kemet  and  Nubia,  includes 
artifacts  that  have  been  in  the  museum’s 
collection  for  eighty  years,  but  have  not 
yet  been  displayed.  When  this  was 
brought  to  the  attention  of  former  Sena¬ 
tor  Paul  Tsongas  two  years  ago,  he  began 
to  petition  City  Council,  realizing  that 
young  African  Americans  should  know 
about  their  heritage,  as  should  all 
youngsters.  Tsongas’sefforts.alongwith 
those  of  the  Kush  Club,  an  organization 
of  Boston  Latin  students  in  association 
with  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  have 
made  it  possible  for  ancient  African  civi¬ 
lizations  to  gain  the  attention  they  de¬ 
serve. 

Dr.  Hilliard’s  presentation  and 
the  gallery  opening  are  signals  of 
changing  times.  They  trigger  curiosity 
about  multicultural  heritage  at  a  time 
when  colleges  and  universities  are  be¬ 
ginning  to  require  multicultural  courses 
for  freshmen.  If  nothing  else,  these  two 
events  tell  us  that  the  information  is 
available  only  if  we  are  willing  to  seek  it 
out. 


much  about  my  actual  performance  (most 
people  do  not),  but  I  guess  I  was  loud 
enough.  I  was  expressive  (I  think),  but  I 
knew  I  was  not  a  convincing  enough  an 
actress  to  fake  an  accent.  I  also  remember 
cursing  myself  for  not  buying  a  long- 
enough  dress;  I  was  sure  everyone  could 
see  my  legs  wobbling.  I  did  manage  to 
get  off  the  stage  alive,  though! 

Although  the  results  were  not 
officially  announced  until  a  week  later, 
soon  word  got  out  about  the  victors.  The 
Grand  Prize  winner  was  Claudia  Ortiz. 
Other  prize  speakers  included  Peter  Black 
for  Level  I,  Peter  Colwell  for  Levels  II/ 
III,  and  a  tie  between  Faith  Kakulu  and 
Alex  Toland  for  Level  IV/A.P. 

As  for  yours  truly?  I  actually 
enjoyed  the  whole  experience!  I  don’t 
know  why  my  reaction  changed  so  much 
in  a  year.  Maybe  it  was  that  I  was  more 
confident  about  my  piece,  or  that  I  had 
had  experience  in  declaiming.  I  liked 
everyone  seeing  me,  I  liked  the  attention 
and  admiration,  and  I  especially  loved 
the  compliments  afterwards.  I  want  next 
year  to  come  so  that  I  can  do  it  again. 


Class  VI  Geography 
Program” 

By  Nancy  Poon 


This  year,  a  new  pilot  program 
is  offered  to  the  students  of  Class  VI. 
“The  Whole  Earth  Project”  is  a  program 
which  consists  of  60  seventh-grade  stu¬ 
dents  who  take  geography  as  a  major 
subject.  In  order  to  do  this,  they  must 
miss  three  of  their  six  studies  and  only 
takeeightperiods  of  Reading  and  English 
each  week  instead  of  ten. 

One  of  the  participants’  major 
concerns  is  losing  their  three  studies. 
Out  of  the  twenty-three  students 
interviewed,  ten  of  them  said  that  they 
would  like  it  much  better  if  they  didn’t 
have  to  miss  their  studies.  But,  when  it 
comes  to  whether  or  not  they  like  taking 
geography,  the  answer  is  almost 
unanimous.  Kristyn  Flynn,  a  student  in 
the  Whole  Earth  Project,  says  “I 
understand  the  world  I  live  in  better  than 
I  ever  did  before!”  However,  this  pro¬ 
gram  just  isn’t  a  geography  course.  It 
also  offers  a  different  study  environment 
due  to  the  small  amount  of  students 
involved.  “In  this  program  you  get  to 
know  and  become  better  and  closer 
friends  with  the  people  because  they’re 
in  a  lot  of  your  classes,”  says  Kelly 
Templin,  another  student  involved  with 
the  Whole  Earth  Project. 

From  all  the  information  I  ac¬ 
quired  from  the  students,  the  Whole  Earth 
Project  seems  like  something  they  truly 
enjoy  being  in  and  have  no  regret  of 
joining.  This  program  is  recommended 
by  more  than  75%  of  the  students  pres¬ 
ently  in  it.  We  hope  for  the  best,  that  this 
program  can  continue  on  for  new  stu¬ 
dents. 


Mr.  Parks  from  page  1 

Argo  that  there  was  an  attempt  to  deci¬ 
mate  exam  schools.  Is  this  true?  “I  don’t 
know  [of]  any  attempt  on  anybody’s  part 
to  decimate  the  Latin  School  or  the  exam 
schools.  There’s  no  sense  to  that.  If  we 
wanted  to  change  the  Latin  School,  I 
guess  we’d  come  out  and  say  so.  It 
wouldn’t  happen  behind  closed  doors.” 

Only  time  will  tell  if  the  new 
school  board  will  succeed  where  the  old 
one  failed,  but  before  anyone  judges 
them,  Mr.  Parks  states  that  “they  ought 
to  come  out  and  listen  to  us.  They’d  be 
very  pleased  to  see  seven  people  who  arc 
not  trying  to  respond  to  the  political 
world.” 
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School  News  and  Clubs 


The  Drama  Club:  B.L.S.'s  Problem  Child 


By  Damian  Bartlett 

Sometime  in  late  February,  a 
relatively  small  event  in  the  scheme  of 
things  went  largely  unnoticed.  The  BLS 
Drama  Club  won  something.  Specifi¬ 
cally,  it  won  the  preliminary  round  of  the 
Massachusetts  High  School  Drama  Fes¬ 
tival  at  Brookline  High.  With  flying 
colors.  And  with  imminent  style.  And 
with  all  the  trumpets  of  Heaven  and 
Earth  sounding  their  glory.  All  in  all,  the 
Drama  Club  did  a  pretty  decent  job. 

Performing  “The  Man  in  the 
Bowler  Hat”  by  A.A.  Milne,  the  entire 
cast  was  spectacular.  Three  out  of  the 
seven  cast  members  (Inga  Ellerston,  Lee 
Stewart,  and  Damian  Bartlett)  received 
Outstanding  Actor  Awards,  although  all 
performances  were  great.  This  was  only 
the  second  time  in  thirty  or  so  years  that 
Boston  Latin  has  ever  advanced  beyond 
the  preliminary  round  of  this  annual 
competition.  Hopefully,  this  is  the  start 
of  a  trend. 

After  the  preliminaries,  the 
Club  then  went  on  to  the  next  round  of 


Drama  Club  members  from  left  to  right  Tom  Guiney,  Damian  Bartlett,  P.T.Black 
Adriana  "Methadane"  Cagua,  Lee  Stewart,  Inga  Ellerston,  and  Brendan  Hughes 


competition,  this  time  to  be  held  at 
Brockton  High  School.  Brockton  High 
is  a  huge,  foreboding  institution,  and  at 
first  glance  looks  much  like  a  chemical 
processing  plant  or  penal  institution;  it  is 
somewhat  intimidating,  to  say  the  least. 
However,  once  inside,  the  Drama  Club 
found  a  veritable  treasure  trove  of 
friendly,  helpful,  and  thoroughly  like¬ 
able  people. 

The  performance,  sadly,  did  not 
go  as  well.  It  was  a  respectable  job, 
nothing  to  sneeze  at,  but  it  lacked  the 
vibrancy  of  the  first  performance.  Still, 
two  actors  received  Outstanding  Actor 
Awards  (Lee  Stewart  and  Damian 
Bartlett),  and  Brendan  Hughes  won  an 
Outstanding  Director  Award. 

If  perchance  you  would  like  to 
witness  for  one  last  time  this  milestone  in 
BLS  Drama  Club  history,  it  will  be  per¬ 
formed  for  one  last  time  on  May  8  along 
with  “The  Man  of  Destiny”  by  G.B. 
Shaw:  an  extraordinary  double  bill  well 
worth  the  price  of  admission,  whatever 
that  may  be. 


In  a  Quandry  About  Choirs 


By  Lisa  Reynolds 

With  music  night  approaching, 

inchoiring  minds  are  curious  about  choirs. 
Here  we  quote  the  qualifications  and 
quiet  the  qualms  of  our  quarry  of  choirs. 

1 .  Concert  Choir,  run  by  Mr. 
Brown,  sings  classical,  Latin,  and 
liturgical  pieces.  Currently  being  sung 
are  “The  Hallelujah  Choir,”  “Flying 
Free,”  and  “Ubi  Caritas.” 

2.  TheChamberChoir.aspin- 
off  of  the  Concert  Choir,  is  also  run  by 
Mr.  Brown.  All  members  of  this  group 
are  previous  Concert  Choir  singers.  This 
newest  member  of  the  Boston  Latin  choir 
family  is  working  on  “Love  Songs.” 

3.  Ms.  Fernandes’ Show  Choir 
is  the  complete  opposite  of  the  Concert 
Choir.  They  do  popular,  dance,  and 
show  tunes.  They  dance  and  step,  and 
recently  sang  “It’s  So  Hard  to  Say  Good¬ 
bye  to  Yesterday,”  “Beauty  and  the 
Beast,”  and  “Lullaby  on  Broadway.” 

4.  The  Gospel  Choir  per¬ 
formed  at  the  Black  History  assembly, 
and  is  run  by  Ms.  Fernandes  as  well. 


Gospel  and  church  music  are  its  staples. 
Recent  tunes  crooned  include  “Avail¬ 
able,”  “Get  Right  Church,”  “Lift  Every 
Voice,”  “Oh,  Happy  Day,”  and  “This 
Little  Light  of  Mine.” 

5.  The  Class  IV  Choir,  run  once 
again  by  Ms.  Fernandes,  is  open  to  stu¬ 
dents  in  Class  IV  who  have  previous 
singing  experience.  The  students  learn 
how  to  sing  in  four-part  harmony  and 
study  elementary  formsofchoreography. 
A  recent  number  by  this  group  is 
“Cabaret.” 

6.  The  Class  V  Choir,  run  by 
Mr.  Brown,  is  open  to  anyone  in  Class  V. 
The  students,  rehearsing  at  this  time 
“Sounds  of  Silence”  and  “Love  Is  a 
Song,”  learn  to  sing  properly  and  carry  a 
tune. 

7.  Finally,  there  is  the  Class  VI 
Choir.  This  choral  group  is  open  to 
anyone  in  Class  VI  who  can  carry  a  tune. 
They  learn  how  to  sing  in  parts  and 
currently  how  to  carry  a  tune.  “Beauty 
and  the  Beast”  is  their  current  choice  of 
music.  Ms.  Fernandes  is  in  charge  of  this 
group. 
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Budget  Cuts  continued  fnom  fnont  page... 

intendent  informed  Mr.  Contompasis  that  two  positions  had  to  be  removed  at  BLS.  Mr.  Contompasis  decided  would  be  two  guidance  counselor  posts.  The  counselors 
who  left  as  a  result  were  Mr.  Jackmaugh  and  Mr.  Sheehan.  Thus,  the  remaining  guidance  counselors  each  received  more  students.  By  the  bumping  process,  Mr.  Jackmaugh 

and  Mr.  Sheehan  were  each  reassigned  to  elementary  schools  and  did  not  lose  their  jobs. 

In  addition,  our  school  was  at  the  other  end  of  the  bumping  spectrum.  Our  English  Department  Head  was  replaced  by  a  Head  of  Department  from  another  school 
who  lost  her  job  through  eliminations.  She  replaced  ours  because  she  had  more  English  Department  Head  Administrator  seniority  than  ours  did.  Our  former  Head  of 
Department,  however,  had  previous  teaching  seniority,  so  she  is  able  to  remain  here  as  a  teacher. 

Though  many  types  of  positions  were  reduced  -  teachers,  administrators,  janitors,  etc.  -  the  only  kind  with  major  reductions  in  number  of  staff  is  paraprofessionals. 
Seventy  -five  lost  their  jobs.  All  other  types  of  workers  lost  at  most  six  people  at  in  the  whole  city  of  Boston.  After  all  is  said  and  done,  not  many  people  have  left,  not 
many  classes  have  changed,  and  not  many  students  have  been  hurt;  there  are  longer  lines  at  the  guidance  office,  though.  Boston  Latin  is  in  the  same  position  as  all  the 

other  Boston  Public  Schools.  This  is  the  Boston  Public  School  System.  There  is  always  a  line. 


ARGO  FORUM 


Good-bye  Mr.  Sheehan 


Cash  for  Credit 


By  Linda  Kane 

The  role  of  a  guidance 
counselor  is  to  help  students  match 
their  abilities  and  possibilities  toward 
further  education  and  a  career.  It  is  a 
serious  task,  but  one  that  demands 
caring,  understanding,  insight,  and 
even  humor.  Mr.  Sheehan,  who  has 
these  qualities  and  more  for  the  stu¬ 
dents  at  Latin,  is  a  victim  of  the 
layoffs. 

Since  he  came  here  in  1989, 
he  has  been  a  person  everyone  felt 
they  could  trust  and  go  to  with  their 
problems.  They  could  also  simply 
stop  by  to  say  hello. 

To  what  does  he  owe  his 
popularity  with  the  students?  He 
says  it  is  his  good  looks  and  bald 
head!  A  large  candy  jar  and  a  smile 
greeted  all  who  walked  through  the 
door  on  the  first  floor.  Always  in  the 
halls  getting  in  touch  with  the  stu¬ 
dents,  he  made  his  presence  known 
and  offers  help. 


By  his  own  admission,  he  en¬ 
tered  the  business  of  guidance  because 
he  wanted  to  help  students  on  a  one  to 
one  basis  instead  of  in  a  classroom  set¬ 
ting.  He  views  his  job  not  only  as  guid¬ 
ing  the  students.  He  wants  to  help  teach¬ 
ers  know  what  students  need,  too.  He  is 
proud  of  his  abilities  to  do  what  needs  to 
be  done  and  the  bond  of  trust  that  has 
been  established  between  the  students 
and  himself. 

He  sees  the  students  of  Latin  as 
being  the  victims  of  his  leaving.  He 
believes  that  with  the  students  we  have 
here ,  there  is  so  much  to  gain  from  good 
guidance  and  help.  A  concerned  group 
of  students  from  the  junior  and  senior 
classes  made  a  concerted  effort  to  pre¬ 
vent  his  layoff  by  meeting  with  Mr. 
Contampasis  and  by  going  to  the  School 
Committee  to  express  their  concerns. 
Although  the  group  was  not  able  to  help 
Mr.  Sheehan  to  stay,  he  was  deeply  ap¬ 
preciative  of  their  efforts. 

Mr.  Sheehan’s  departure  will 
leave  a  huge  void  at  Latin  School. 


By  Dan  Famkoff 


Chances  are  that  if  you  are  a 
junior  or  senior  at  Boston  Latin,  you 
have  taken  one  or  more  of  those  infa¬ 
mous  AP  courses  which,  in  effect,  award 
students  who  can  get  through  them  with 
some  5/3  the  amount  of  points  given  for 
a  regular  course.  While  an  A+  in  Gov¬ 
ernment  AP  will  tack  on  an  almost  ab¬ 
surdly  high  60  points  to  your  rank,  an  A+ 
in  Foreign  Policy,  which  some  consider 
to  be  a  more  difficult  course,  will  only 
give  you  40  points. 

What’s  the  catch?  As  all  of  us 
who  are  familiar  with  this  current  opera¬ 
tion  know,  the  catch  is  this:  all  that 
glorious  extra  credit  is  only  granted  to 
those  persons  of  means  who  can  dish  out 
S65  for  the  AP  exam  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  But  wait:  what  if  you  opt  to  take  an 
AP  course,  do  well  in  the  course,  but  find 

Political 

Belbatt© 

By  Samuel  J.  Martland 


I  say  rejoice.  The  last  month 
has  been  good  for  us  all.  We  were 
brought  back  to  reality  and  cured  of  a 
dangerous  naivete. 

We  had  been  watching  the 
Democratic  presidential  race  all  winter, 
thinking  it  very  strange.  Candidates  had 
been  divulging  their  plans  for  health 
care,  economic  recovery, and  taxes.  They 
had  had  specifics.  They  had  been  polite. 
When  one  candidate’s  personal  affairs 
came  to  light,  the  others  had  helped  him 
shove  them  back  into  the  dark.  Negative 
campaigning  was  almost  nonexistent,  and 
what'  little  there  was  was  against  the 
other  party.  It  had  begun  to  look  like  the 
Democratic  party  might  dare  to  choose 
its  nominee  based  on  the  dangerous 
qualities  of  integrity  and  ability. 

Confronted  with  this  unusual 
approach  to  politics  and  deprived  of  solid 
issues  like  The  Pledge  of  Allegiance,  the 
voters  decided  to  vote  with  their  minds. 
That  proved  disastrous  when  they  voted 
for  the  candidate  who  attacked  nobody 
and  promised  no  easy  changes.  Since 
when  had  i  t  been  OK  to  vote  for  someone 
who  failed  to  tell  us  what  the  analysts 
said  we  wanted  to  hear?  This  could  not 
last. 

Fortunately,  the  day  was  saved 
by  that  ruler  of  politics,  the  Great  God 
Dollar.  The  outsider  who  refused  prop¬ 
erly  to  entertain  the  voters  in  his  quest  for 
their  votes  and  their  cash  was  forced  to 
leave.  The  race  has  come  down  to  a 
governor  whose  increasing  lack  of  spe¬ 
cifics  gains  them  the  hopeful  support  of 
the  party  regulars  and  an  ex-governor 
whose  obnoxious,  explicit  comments, 
which  say  nothing,  gain  him  the  support 
of  those  who  hate  the  government.  The 
campaign  has  moved  from  the  library  to 
themudflat.  We  need  think  no  more.  We 
are  saved  from  hard  truth  and  hard  deci¬ 
sions.  Be  thankful.  All  is  as  it  should 
be. 


you  can’t  afford  to  take  the  exam —  do 
you  still  get  the  credit?  After  all,  it’s  still 
the  same  course,  right?  Wrong!  If  ev¬ 
erybody  got  the  big  two  thirds  extra 
credit  without  having  to  come  up  with 
the  cash,  what  kind  of  dunce  would  take 
the  exam?  Money  talks,  boys  and  girls, 
so  let’s  break  open  those  piggy  banks. 
Guess  what  else?  For  the  two-year  US 
History  AP  course,  only  honors  credit 
(4/3  normal  credit)  is  granted  for  the  first 
year,  while  the  second  year  of  the  course 
picks  up  solid  AP  credit.  That  year 
covers  the  period  of  American  history 
from  the  voyage  of  Columbus  to  ap¬ 
proximately  the  end  of  Reconstruction 
in  1 877  Apparently  a  lot  more  happened 
in  the  period  of  American  history  from 
1878  to  the  present  than  occurred  in  the 
former  several  centuries.  Same  goes  for 
Computer  AP. 

Since  a  few  affluent  folks  can 
come  up  with  quite  a  bit  of  cash,  enough 
for  two,  three,  or  even  four  exams,  they 
can,  by  taking  a  lot  of  AP  courses,  essen¬ 
tially  purchase  a  great  class  rank.  Since 
one’s  class  rank  (along  with,  of  course, 
one’s  permanentdisciplinary  record  upon 
which  has  been  immortalized  every  in¬ 
discretion  you  ever  committed  while 
serving  time  at  Boston  Latin  School) 
will  doubtlessly  determine  the  degree  to 
which  one  will  succeed  or  fail  in  life,  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  have  one  or  more 
of  these  AP  courses  to  boost  your  stand¬ 
ing.  Also,  a  high  score  on  the  AP  exam 
will  occasionally  gain  you  some  course 
credit  at  certain  colleges  (if  the  admis¬ 
sions  people  are  in  a  good  mood  and 
provided  that  Saturn  is  aligned  with  Pluto 
on  the  day  the  results  come  in).  It  might 
seem  that  one  should  be  pretty  intelligent 
or  talented  at  the  subject  in  question  in 
order  to  get  into  one  of  these  supposedly 
intensive  and  stressful  AP  courses,  but 
really  it’s  just  a  matter  of  signing  up  and 
producing  the  green.  Sure,  it’s  all  super¬ 
ficial,  perhaps  even  disgraceful,  none  of 
it  is  really  about  education,  but  it’s  fabu¬ 
lous  for  whatever  testing  service  eventu¬ 
ally  gets  to  cash  all  those  lovely  $65, 
$130,  and  $185  checks  pouring  in  from 
students  desperate  for  a  shortcut. 


Write  for  the  ARGO! 


Meetings  for  our 


year-end  issue  will 


be  held  soon.  Check 


the  bulletin! 


A  Change  of  Class 

Some  Healthy  Honorable  Addition 
Advice 


By  Dan  Famkoff 

Being  a  lazy  reporter  but  an 

excellent  complainer,  I  am  going  to 
talk  critical  ly  about  something  I  barely 
know,  but  which  has  been  bugging 
me  all  the  same.  This  concerns  that 
little  interesting  course  which  many 
Latin  school  students  are  expected  to 
take  both  in  the  eighth  and  tenth  grade: 
Health.  For  two  periods  a  week,  for 
about  40  minutes  a  period,  we  sit  in 
the  basement  taking  notes  and  watch¬ 
ing  grim  films,  eventually  emerging 
healthier  individuals.  There’s  cer¬ 
tainly  nothing  wrong  with  being 
forced  to  take  a  course  about  all  the 
hazardous  afflictions  one  might  con¬ 
tract  in  this  vicious  jungle  of  a  soci¬ 
ety,  and  I’m  all  in  favor  of  STD 
prevention  and  drug  education  and 
oral  hygiene  and  the  like.  However, 
the  punch  line  is  that  I  had  the  same 
teacher  twice  for  this  subject,  and  I 
realized  that  in  sophomore  year  the 
notes  I  was  taking  didn’t  seem  much 
different  from  those  that  I  jotted  down 
in  the  eighth  grade.  In  fact,  if  I  didn’t 
know  better.  I’d  say  it  seemed  that  we 
were  being  taught  the  same  course 
twice. 

Now,  I  don’t  know  if  there 
was  once  passed  some  wacky  school 
committee  resolution  which  man¬ 
dated  that  we  take  the  same  Health 
course  twice,  just  in  case  we  missed 
it  the  first  time  or  already  forgot  all 
that  vital  information.  If  there  isn’t 
such  a  thing  in  the  books,  I  would 
suggest  that  the  Latin  School  deci¬ 
sion  makers  think  seriously  about 
either  replacing  the  eighth  grade 
course  with  something  a  little  differ¬ 
ent,  or  expanding  the  art  course  to 
five  days  a  week.  I  realize  that  the 
retention  of  knowledge  for  more  than 
a  year  is  a  rare  thing  nowadays,  but 


By  Nancy  Mui 

In  mid-March,  students  from 
regular  classes  ranging  from  grades 
nine  to  eleven  take  exams  in  almost 
every  subject  trying  to  get  into  honors 
or  Advanced  Placement  classes  here 
at  Boston  Latin.  It  is  pleasing  to  hear 
that  your  subject  teachers  recommend 
you  for  these  exams,  but  not  all  who 
apply  are  accepted.  Getting  into  this 
school  is  already  an  honor,  and  that  is 
why  we  strive  for  excellence.  It  is 
quite  a  challenge  competing  against 
our  peers,  which  is  why  we  try  to 
work  our  best. 

There  are  always  students 
being  rejected  from  these  classes, 
though.  This  year  I  know  that  many 
students  from  Class  IV  tried  out  for 
honors  classes,  and  that  the  number  of 
students  being  accepted  is  limited. 
Mr.  Contampasis  even  said  that  Class 
IV  is  the  largest  class  out  of  all  six 
grades.  If  so,  people  in  charge  of 
organizing  honor  classes  should  add 
one  more  honor  class  for  them.  We 
all  try  very  hard  throughout  the  year, 
and  we  feel  depressed  when  we  hear 
that  we  did  not  get  accepted.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  there  will  be  more 


taking  the  exact  same  course  twice 
seems  a  little  superfluous.  Informa¬ 
tion  about  sex,  disease,  mental  illness, 
drugs,  and  nutrition  must  be  abundant 
enough  for  teachers  to  focus,  at  the 
very  least,  on  certain  aspects  of  health 
the  first  time  around  and  then  discuss 
entirely  different  stuff  in  the  tenth 
grade.  Until  the  current  loony-toons 
arrangement  is  remedied,  I  strongly 
advise  eighth  graders  to  hold  on  to 
their  Health  notebooks  for  a  couple  of 
years.  Those  notes  could  prove  useful 
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Did  you  know. 


Profile:  Track  Star  Katy  Dunne 


1)  Everyday  the  Earth  re¬ 
ceives  enough  solar  energy  to 
heat  every  home  in  the  world 
for  one  year  -  free. 

2)  The  average  American 
throws  out  his  own  weight  in 
packaging  every  month. 

3)  Of  the  billion  pounds  of  pes¬ 
ticides  used  each  year  in  the 
U.S.Jessthan  1%reachesthe 
pests. 

4)  As  much  as  a  fourth  of  the 
world's  reliable  water  supply 
could  be  rendered  unsafe 
for  use  by  the  year  2000. 

5)  Enough  hazardous  waste 
is  generated  in  one  year  to  fill 
the  New  Orleans  Superdome 
1,500  times  over. 

6)  Since  1970,  increased  her¬ 
bicide  use  has  created  a  jungle 
of  at  least  48  super 
weeds  that  are  resistant  to 
chemicals. 

7)  In  1987,  Americans  gener¬ 
ated  almost  enough  trash  to 
fill  a  24-lane  highway  one  foot 
deep  from  Boston  to  Los  An¬ 
geles. 

^  8)  As  much  energy  leaks 
through  American  windows 
every  year  as  flows  through 
the  Alaska  pipeline. 

9)  50  to  100  acres  of  tropical 
rain  forest  -  an  area  the  size  of 
1 0  city  blocks  -  are  destroyed 
every  minute. 

10)  One  quarterof  the  medici¬ 
nal  drugs  prescribed  in  the 
U.S.  today  are  derived  from 
natural  compounds,  many  of 
which  are  solely  found  in  tropi¬ 
cal  rain  forests. 

1 1 )  1 00  species  of  plants  and 
animals  become  extinct  every 
day. 

12)  The  chemicals  released 
by  burning  a  styrofoam  cooler 
would  cause  a  hole  the  size 
of  a  football  field  in  the  ozone 
layer. 

13)  One  ton  of  recycled  office 
paper  saves  17  trees  and 
keeps  60  pounds  of  air  pol¬ 
lution  out  of  the  sky. 

14)  The  4,600-year-old 
Sphinx,  one  of  the  seven  won¬ 
ders  of  the  world,  is  deteriorat¬ 
ing  swiftly  due  to  pollution  from 
the  industrial  chemicals  and 
auto-exhaust  that  blanket 
Cairo. 

15)  What's  in  water  besides 
water? — 2,100  kinds  of 
chemicals.  Gasoline andother 
petroleum  products.  Lawn  and 
agricultural  fertilizer.  Insecti¬ 


cides,  herbicides, 
fungicides,  rodenticides. 
Animal  wastes  from  agricul¬ 
ture,  pets,  and  stray  animals. 
Construction  debris,  paints 
and  solvents,  changed  car 
oil.  Salts  that  de-ice  high¬ 
ways,  sediment,  plastic  six- 
pack  rings.  Plastic  bags, 
fishing  line,  hypodermic 
needles.  Tampons,  indus¬ 
trial  pollutants.... 


All  of  Katy  Dunne’s 
hard  work  these  past  few  years 
has  paid  off,  for  she  now  ranks 
as  the  fastest  female  in  the  one- 
mile  run  in  Massachusetts. 

Katy’s  track  career 
began  in  the  7th  grade  when  she 
participated  in  both  indoor  and 
outdoor  track.  She  performed 
wcl  1  for  her  young  age  and  small 
size.  However,  Katy  turned  to 


dancing  and  devoted  all  of  her 
time  to  it  for  the  next  two  years. 
It  was  hard  for  her  to  get  back 
into  shape  when  she  returned  to 
track  in  the  10th  grade.  Her 
time  in  the  one-mile-run  was  in 
the  six-minute  range,  but 
through  hard  work,  she  brought 
it  down  to  5:40  in  11th  grade. 
Now,  she  is  in  excellent  shape 
and  her  record  time  is  5:14:01. 


Katy  finished  first  in  the  state 
meet  and  2nd  in  the  New  En¬ 
gland  meet  in  the  mile  run.  She 
was  also  part  of  the  relay  team 
that  finished  6th  in  Massachu¬ 
setts,  4th  in  New  England,  and 
2nd  in  the  Eastern  States  meet. 
As  if  being  named  captain  of 
this  year's  indoor  and  outdoor 
track  and  cross-country  teams 
is  not  enough,  shewas  also 
named  to  the  Herald  All- 
Scholastic  andGlobe  All- 
Scholastic  teams  and  an  All- 
Star  in  the  Dual  County  League 
for  indoor  track  and  cross¬ 
country. 

Very  devoted  to  the 
sport  of  running,  Katy  trains 
every  day,  sometimes  with  a 
six-mile  run.  Besides  track,  she 
is  interested  in  swimming  and 
aerobics  and  works  as  a  life¬ 
guard.  Academically,  she  likes 
math,  computer,  biology,  and 
especially  German,  in  which  she 
wants  to  major  in  college.  Right 
now,  shehas  been  accepted  to 
Harvard  and  given  a  full  schol¬ 
arship  to  Yale.  No  matter  where 
she  ends  up,  she  hopes  to  con¬ 
tinue  running  in  college. 
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The  Magic  of  "Beauty  and  the  Beast" 


by  Karen  Kumpavong 

The  animated  Disney’s  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  classic  French  tale  presents 
Beauty  and  the  Beast.  Beauty  and  the 
Beast  is  a  magical,  romantic,  and  en¬ 
chanting  world  classic  entertainment 
for  all.  This  brilliantly  animated  film 
has  been  a  critical  and  box  office  suc¬ 
cess,  earning  six  Academy  Award 
nominations,  including  one  for  Best 
Picture  (a  first  for  an  animated  feature) 
and  grossing  over  120  million  dollars. 

Over  two  hundred  animators 
were  involved  in  the  making  of  this 
exquisite  film.  The  script,  written  by 
Linda  Woolverton,  tells  an  enchanting 
tale  of  a  rude  and  selfish  prince  who  is 
turned  into  the  ugly  beast  his  personal¬ 
ity  reflects,  and  all  his  servants  have 
been  transformed  into  enchanted 
household  objects.  In  order  to  break  the 
spell,  he  not  only  must  learn  to  love 
another  person  but  he  must  win  that 
person’s  love  in  return  by  his  twenty- 
first  birthday  or  he  would  forever  re¬ 
main  a  hideous  beast.  Then  one  day  the 
beautiful  Belle  steps  into  the  castle  and 
into  the  Beast’s  life... 

CAUSE  AND 
EFFECT  OF 
REGGAE 

By  Lakeatha  Lanier 

The  African  Influence  contin¬ 
ues  to  hit  the  Americas;  the  sounds  of 
the  African  drum  can  be  heard  in  reggae, 
calypso  and  Meringue. 

Reggae  has  become  the  most 
popular  of  the  three  types  of  music. 
Originally  from  the  West  Indian  Island 
of  Jamaica,  it  was  brought  over  by  West 
Indian  immigrants  over  350  years  ago 
and  was  then  made  extremely  popular 
by  J amaican  Reggae  singer  Bob  Marley . 

Today,  the  sounds  of  reggae 
can  be  heard  throughout  the  U.S.,  with 
Boston’s  radio  stations  WERX,  WILD, 
WRBB,  and  others,  while  reggae  clubs 
(Kays,  Oasis,  Unity,  Blue  Moon  and  the 
Caribbean  Culture  Club)  are  packed 
with  people.  Sounds  of  reggae  can  also 
be  heard  in  the  Back  Bay  and  even 
suburban  clubs. 

Reggae  artists  are  also  topping 
the  music  charts  with  the  very  popular 
Shabba  Ranks/  KRS-1  hit  record  “The 
Jam”  and  other  artists  such  as  Cutty 
Ranks,  Ninga  and  Tiger  leading  the 
way.  Together  with  Boston’s  own 
Wayney  Ranks,  reggae  is  challenging 
rap  artists  for  the  top  of  the  charts. 
American  artists  are  also  being  influ¬ 
enced  by  reggae.  Queen  Latifah, 
Naughty  by  Nature,  Shanice  and  others 
have  reggae  mixes  in  their  music. 

African  descendants  still  keep 
part  of  their  heritage  with  them.  The 
drum  beat  and  musical  style  of  reggae 
music  is  part  of  this  heritage.  The 
popularity  of  reggae  in  this  country, 
among  people  of  al  1  races,  ill  ustrates  the 
richness  of  African  culture. 


What  makes  this  animated  film 
so  special  is  that  it  provides  adventure, 
laughter,  suspense,  romance,  and  a  cast 
of  never-to-be-forgotten  characters  who 


Here,  2  BLS  students  will  give  their  an¬ 
swers  to  this  BURNING  question  and 
their  reasons  for  them.  Their  names  have 
been  omitted  to  protect  their  WAY  COOL 
reputations. 

It’s  Tuesday  night  at  11:30  and  Brandon 
is  making  out  with  his  girlfriend-of-the- 
week  in  the  living  room  while  Ma  and  Pa 
sleep  blissfully  upstairs.  What’s  wrong 
with  this  picture?  Is  it... 

a)  Ma  and  Pa  go  to  bed  every  night  before 
their  children  even  come  home 

b)  Not  only  is  it  a  school  night,  but  there 
isn’t  a  single  textbook  or  container  of 
Stridex  in  sight 

c)  Brenda  is  being  held  captive  in  the 
basement  and  no  one  can  hear  her  screams 

d)  Emily  Valentine  is  outside  the  bay 
window  looking  in  with  a  tear  in  her  eye 
and  a  blowtorch  in  her  hand 

Okay-It’s  a  toss  up.  Let’s  try  another 
one... 

Brenda  and  her  dad  are  at  the  Peach  Pit 
where  Brandon  is  serving  them  “Nat’s 
Special  Peach  Pie.”  What’s  wrong  with 
this  picture?  Is  it... 

a)  Anyone  on  the  show  even  knows  who 
their  dad  is 

b)  The  same  piece  of  “Nat’s  Special 
Peach  Pie”  has  been  passed  around  from 
customer  to  customer  for  the  past  year 

c)  Brenda’s  not  hysterically  crying 

d)  Mom’s  going  hog-wild  with  the  greasy 
spoon’s  new  sing-along  machine  to  the 
tune  of  “Stand  by  Your  Man?” 

Fine-  Let’s  just  forget  this  quiz.  It’s  about 
as  hard  to  do  as  902 10  is  to  watch.  Dylan 
is  supposed  to  be  hot?  I’d  sooner  date  my 
guidance  counselor.  How  many  juniors 
at  BLS  look  as  good  as  Kelly  or  Brandon? 
How  many  are  as  old?  And  another  thing- 


will  cap’ure  your  heart  and  at  the  same 
time  tickle  your funny  bone.  “A  sure  to  be 
classic  and  a  must  for  couples,”  declares 
Chcris  Wong.  Characters  such  as 


90210 


How  long  can  one  be  a  junior?  Didn’t 
they  take  their  SATs  over  a  year  ago? 

There  are  rarely  minorities  on 
90210  (see  Brandon  s  girlfriend-of-the- 
week )  and  whole  shows  are  devoted  to 
things  like  Brandon’s  dating  an  older 
woman  and  Mrs.  Walsh  being  tempted 
by  another  man  (Yeah-  she’s  a  catch). 
Don  ’  t  ask  her  or  her  husband  “It’ s  1 2:00. 
Do  you  know  where  your  children  are?” 
They  don’t! 

The  Other  Point  of  View... 

Instead  of  asking  what’s  wrong  with  this 
picture,  ask  what’s  right!  The  Walshes 
spend  time  with  each  other,  they  all  eat 
together,  and  they  all  go  on  vacations 
together.  Jim  and  Cindy  try  to  do  the  best 
they  can  as  parents,  and  although  Bran¬ 
don  and  Brenda  aren’t  perfect,  they’re 


Rre  they  TOO  Se«y? 


Above:  Dylan,  Right:  Kelly  from  the  hit 
FOX  series  Beverly  Hills  90210. 


Cogsworth,  Lumiere,  Mrs.  Potts,  Chip, 
Belle,  and  even  the  Beast  have  their  way 
of  winning  your  hearts.  Angela  Lansbury 
supplies  the  voice  of  Mrs.  Potts  as  she 
sings  the  theme  song,  “Beauty  and  the 
Beast.”  The  words  “Tale  as  old  as  time, 
Song  as  old  as  rhyme,”  give  the  song  a 
magical  touch  that  is  dear  to  the  heart.  I 
thought  the  character  of  the  Beast  to  be  a 
classic  by  the  way  his  inner  personality 
was  brought  through  Belle,  so  that  she 
fell  in  love  with  his  inner  kind  self  and 
not  his  physical  appearance.  This  also 
reflects  the  kind  of  character  Belle,  un¬ 
like  the  shallow  character  of  Gaston, 
really  is. 

This  is  definitely  a  must-see 
movie  and,  as  a  BLS  junior  (who  prefers 
to  be  anonymous)  said,  “I  expected  it  to 
be  sort  of  dopey  but  actually  it’s  the  only 
movie  I’ve  seen  lately  that  I’d  pay  to  see 
again.”  And  don’t  let  the  fact  that  it’s  a 
cartoon  dissuade  you  from  seeing  it.  “I 
was  shocked  that  it  was  so  good  for  a 
cartoon, ’’claims JadineSooHoo.  Beauty 
and  the  Beast  is  full  of  laughter  and 
entertainment  for  all  ages.  I  would  defi¬ 
nitely  recommend  it  to  those  whohaven’t 
already  seen  it. 


generally  good  kids. 

Where  else  do  you  see  a  more 
honest  depiction  of  student  life?  There 
are  broken  households  (Kelly  ’ s,  Steve ’ s, 
David’s)  justlike real  life.  Everyone  has 
their  problems.  Dylan’s  an  alcoholic, 
Kelly  was  nearly  date  raped,  Steve  used 
steroids,  and  David’s  friend  Scott  acci¬ 
dentally  killed  himself  while  playing  with 
a  gun. 

It’s  a  fantasy  show,  so  not 
everything  is  going  to  be  absolutely  re¬ 
alistic.  When  you  watch  any  television 
show,  you  want  to  be  ENTERTAINED, 
and  if  that  can  best  be  done  using  great 
looking  actors  (LIKE  LUKE  PERRY), 
great  looking  clothes  and  great  looking 
cars,  so  what?  Just  enjoy  it! 


The  debate  goes  on. 


The  Best  Thing  to  Come  Along  Since  Chocolate  Pop  Tarts  or  a  60 

Minute  Exercise  in  Irritation? 
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Cymbeline 


Latin  School. ..Did  you  know  that 


By  Lisa  Reynolds 

Cvmbeline.  oneof  Shakes¬ 
peare’s  last  and  least-produced  plays, 
recently  opened  at  the  Huntington  The¬ 
ater.  Considering  that  there  are  six  plot 
lines,  twenty-three  resolutions  in  the  last 
scene,  and  many  twists  and  turns,  it  is  no 
wonder  that  the  play  is  not  well-known 
and  understood! 

It  would  be  a  mistake  to  explain 
what  happens  during  the  play,  but  is  it 
worth  your  money,  time,  and  the  risk  of 
losing  your  sanity  to  see  what  happens? 
That  depends  on  the  audience.  Soap 
opera  fans  will  be  thrilled  by  star-crossed 
lovers  Imogen  and  Posthumus,  and  the 
attempts  of  thwarting  their  togetherness. 
Shakespeare  lovers  will  recognize  certain 
plot  twists  such  as  Imogen’s  dressing  up 
as  a  boy,  and  parents  whose  only  purpose 
seems  to  be  to  interfere  with  their 
children’s  love  lives.  If  you  enjoy  chaos, 
then  by  all  means,  go  see  Cvmbeline! 
Others  may  want  to  continue  reading. 

Set  designer  John  Falabella  has 
outdone  himself  with  his  scenery.  The 
opening  scene,  in  which  Druids  chant 
around  a  fire  in  a  dark  forest-like  area, 


sends  chills  up  anyone’s  spine.  The 
music  is  haunting  and  fits  the  play  beau¬ 
tifully.  Actors  who  deserve  special  ac¬ 
claim  include  Gary  Sloan  for  his  role  as 
the  slimy  Italian  seducer  Iachimo  and 
John  Christopher  Jones  as  the  buffoon- 
ish  wannabe-suitorCloten.  Their  perfor¬ 
mances  are  reason  enough  to  see 
Cvmbeline. 

The  production  does  have  its 
weak  points,  though.  The  performance 
is  three  hours  long,  and  the  storyline  gets 
tedious  after  a  while.  Shiela  Allen’s 
portrayal  of  the  Queen,  who  is  supposed 
to  be  a  Jeckyll/Hyde  persona,  is  all  Mr. 
Hyde.  Most  disappointing  is  Lyn  Wright 
as  Imogen.  Shakespeare  meant  for  the 
character  to  be  strong;  after  all,  Imogen 
is  one  of  his  most  beloved  heroines. 
Wright  makes  her  into  a  melodramatic 
whiner,  though.  The  Huntington  seems 
to  have  a  problem  casting  ingenue  hero¬ 
ines;  the  lack  of  a  strong  young  female 
presence  caused  problems  during  The 
Little  Foxes. 

All  in  all,  Cvmbeline  is  worth 
your  time.  Just  do  not  go  see  it  expecting 
to  have  a  clear  understanding  of  what  is 
occuring! 


As  of  April  3,  1992,  there  are  2283  stu¬ 
dents  at  Boston  Latin  School.  Next  year, 
434  students  will  be  sixies  here.  Right 
now,  there  are  325  seniors. 

The  present  school  building  is  actually 
three  buildings,  one  built  in  1922,  one 
built  in  1932,  and  one  built  in  1989.  You 
may  have  wondered  why  337  is  next  to 
302. 

Avenue  Louis  Pasteur  is  the  fifth  location 
forBLS.  The  others:  north  side  of  School 
Street,  south  side  of  School  Street,  Bedford 
Street,  and  Warren  Avenue. 

The  first  master,  Philemon  Pormont,  was 
forced  to  leave  Boston  by  Puritan  au¬ 
thorities. 

Benjamin  Franklin  attended  but  did  not 
graduate. 

Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  found  most 
schoolwork  boring.  He  used  to  keep  an 
interesting  book  with  him,  concealed, 
and  read  it  most  of  the  day  (not  Mad 
Magazine). 

The  late  Mrs.  Ricci  and  Ms.  Ponte  were 
the  first  two  women  on  the  faculty. 


William  Bigelow,  headmaster  from  1805 
to  1814,  had  difficulty  controlling  stu¬ 
dents.  He  used  to  send  boys  out  to  get 
him  a  mug  of  beer. 

Harvard  was  founded  in  1636  to  pro¬ 
vide  Latin  graduates  a  place  to  go. 

Charles  Bulfinch,  the  great  architect 
who  designed  the  State  House  and  other 
beautiful  Beacon  Hill  structures  as  well 
as  the  Capitol  in  Washington,  D.C.,  did 
graduate. 

School  once  ran  from  7:00  (8:00  in 
winter)  to  5:00,  with  a  break  from  1 1 :00 
to  1:00. 

The  BLS  library  has  a  more  extensive 
reference  book  collection  than  any  BPL 
branch. 

The  misdemeanor  mark,  declamation, 
and  the  report  card,  all  of  which  today’s 
students  are  incredibly  grateful  for,  were 
introduced  by  Benjamin  ApthorpGould, 
head  master  at  BLS  from  1814  to  1828. 

Until  1645,  school  was  conducted  in  the 
home  of  the  master. 


TEL.  (617)  325-1891 

025-1702 

325-1826 


MARCEL  A  NICOLAS 

DIRECTOR 
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INTERNATIONAL  FAIR!! 


1992'S  BIGGEST  SCHOOL  EVENT  IS  JUST 

AROUND  THE  CORNER 


on  SATURDAY,  MAY  9 

FROM  NOON  TO  FIVE 

FOREIGN  &  FAMILIAR 


WILL  COLLIDE  HERE  AT  BOSTON  LATIN  SCHOOL 


DON'T  MISS  IT!! 


WE  ARE  LOOKING  FOR . 

ACTS:  DO  YOU  PERFORM  -  SING,  DANCE  OR  ACT?  WERE  LOOKING  FOR  PERFORMANCES  THAT 
CONTRIBUTE  TO  THE  MULTI-CULTURAL  THEME  OF  THE  FAIR. 

FOOD:  DO  YOU  KNOW  HOW  TO  MAKE  A  SPECIAL  DISH  FROM  AN  OTHER  COUNTRY?  DO  YOU  KNOW  OF 
ANY  RESTAURANTS  WHO  WOULD  DONATE  DIFFERENT  FOODS  TO  THE  FAIR?  WE'RE  LOOKING 
FOR  A  PLENTIFUL  VAREITY  OF  INTERNATIONAL  CUISINE. 

GAMES:  DO  YOU  KNOW  HOW  TO  PLAY  A  GAME  FROM  ANOTHER  COUNTRY?  COULD  YOU  TEACH  IT  TO 
US?  WE  WANT  TO  PRESERVE  GAMES  FROM  ALL  OVER  THE  WORLD  BY  PLAYING  THEM  AT  OUR 

FAIR. 

ABLE  HANDS:  DO  YOU  LIKE  TO  BUILD  OR  CREATE?  WE  ARE  LOOKING  FOR  PEOPLE  TO  HELP  BUILD 
OUR  LATIN  WOLF  FLOAT  DURING  APRIL  VACATION.  WE  ARE  LOOKING  FOR  ARTISTS  TO  PAINT 
MURALS  AND  TO  WRAP  THE  FENCE  AROUND  THE  PLAYING  FIELD  IN  COLORS  AND  IMAGES. 

IF  YOU  WANT  TO  GET  INVOLVED  IN  THESE  OR  ANYTHING  ELSE,  PLEASE  SEE  LUCIA  COLOMBARO  (116), 

PETTRICE  JOSEPH  (118),  YVONNE  NG  (121),  AND  NICOLE  SALAMY  (123). 

REMINDER  ALL  CLUBS  AND  LANGUAGE  CLASSES  -  WE  ARE  COUNTING  ON  YOUR  CONTRIBUTIONS 


Congratulations, 
Seniors. . . 

Senior  section  pp.  3-8 


May  Alumni 
Celebration 

by  Nancy  Poon 


Diemanh  would 
kill  us  if  she 
found  out  that 
we  put  her 
picture  on  the 
front  page!!!!!!!! 


S.A.T.  Change 


by  Hilary  Krieger 

The  SAT,  that  mainstay  of  high 
school  life,  is  changing. 

Many  things rcvolvcaround  the 
Scholastic  ApliludcTcsl,  which  strongly 
influences  where  we  go  to  college.  We 
take  special  courses,  buy  study  books, 
and  spend  hours  on  practice  tests.  Now 
we  have  a  new  format  to  adjust  to,  with 
changes  in  reading,  vocabulary, and  math. 
This  formal  is  supposedly  closer  to  our 
current  curriculum  and  style  of  learning. 

Gloria  Weiss,  who  works  with 
the  college  boards,  gave  me  information 
about  the  SAT’s  and  the  field  trials- 
practicc  tests  of  the  new  exam.  Four 
years  ago,  an  interest  in  updating  the 
SAT’s  was  expressed  by  the  College 
Board  -  clients  of  the  testing  company 
which  produces  the  SAT.  Colleges,  high 
schools,  students  and  teachers  were  all 
involved  in  giving  input  on  the  new 
form. 

Practice  tests  and  questions 
from  a  new  formal  were  then  tried  to  sec 
if  it  would  accomplish  what  the  Board 
hoped  it  would.  The  accepted  questions 
were  then  collated  into  the  prototype  that 
BLS  juniors  (among  others)  took  this 
year.  “We  wanted  to  find  out  if  students 
could  deal  with  those  questions  the  way 
they  deal  with  current  questions.” 

In  Math  there  will  be  two  major 
differences.  The  use  of  calculators  will 
be  allowed,  though  the  test  instructions 
state  that  all  questions  may  be  answered 
without  a  calculator,  and  ten  “student 


generated  response”  questions  will 
replace  ten  multiple  choice  questions. 
No  possible  answers  will  be  supplied;  no 
deductions  for  wrong  responses. 

English:  A)  Antonyms  will  be 
replaced  by  synonyms  in  context-vo¬ 
cabulary  words  which  come  from  the 
reading  passages.  This  test  is  for 
memorization,  not  just  understanding. 
B)  Thcapproximatcly  30-minulcTcstof 
Standard  Written  English  will  be 
removed.  The  time  will  be  added  to  the 
reading  comprehension  test.  Passages 
used  for  the  reading  will  be  much  longer; 
one  400-500  words,  one  550-700,  and 
two  others  from  700-850.  The  questions 
will  be  a  test  of  a  person’s  ability,”  and 
an  attempt  will  be  made  to  make  them 
more  interesting.  The  verbal  lest  overall 
will  be  lengthened  to  cither  75  or  80 
minutes  from  the  present  60  so  that  stu¬ 
dents  do  not  feel  as  rushed. 

The  equating  of  the  new  and 
old  SAT’shas  been  statistically  examined 
so  that  even  though  the  tests  arc  different 
the  change  will  not  be  noticed.  The 
grades  will  still  be  out  of  1600,  and  a 
scale  has  been  determined,  largely  by  the 
field  trials  and  practice  tests  that  have 
been  given. 

These  changes  will  occur 
starting  with  the  PSAT  in  October  of 
1993.  This  will  give  the  students  a 
chance  to  get  accustomed  to  the  new 
format,  with  the  first  new  SAT  being 
presented  in  1994.  The  first  class  to  take 
it  will  be  the  class  of  ‘95,  so  freshmen 
have  a  new  reason  to  study. 


On  the  evening  of  May  15,  BLS 
was  bursting  witn  activity:  the  May 
Alumni  Celebration  and  the  induction  of 
the  Class  of  1992  into  the  Boston  Latin 
School  Alumni  Association.  After 
signing  in  and  receiving  name  tags,  the 
alumni  participated  in  many  activities. 

Ms.  Wight  showed  the  classical 
influence  on  Boston  architecture,  Ms. 
Shea  reviewed  first  year  Latin,  and  Dr. 
Desmond  talked  about  teaching  ancient 
Greek  in  the  modern  world.  As  the  jazz 
band  performed,  the  alumni  sang  with 
the  sixie  chorus,  experienced  the  Cogan 
language  lab,  and  explored  the  new 
Macintosh  lab.  They  also  learned  about 
college  searches  from  Mrs.  Burns,  pur¬ 
chased  BLS  items  in  the  book  store  with 
Mr.  Flynn,  and  loured  the  school  with 
seniors. 

The  most  popular  activities 
were  reviewing  Latin  and  singing  in  the 
sixie  chorus.  The  chorus  sang  “Beauty 
and  the  Beast”  and,  as  the  alums  joined 
in,  “Non,  Nobis.”  The  Latin  review  was 
greeted  with  smiles  of  recognition  from 
the  alumni.  They  packed  Ms.  Shea’s 
room  as  she  went  over  the  “amo,  amas. 


Senior  Class  valedic¬ 
torian  Amy  Gwiazda 
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amal”  years. 

After  45  minutes,  the  alumni 
and  their  families  were  ushered  into  the 
auditorium,  where  they  listened  io a  brief 
concert  played  by  Mr.  Sicgal’s  siring 
ensemble.  Then,  Mr.  Contompasis,  Ms. 
Kelley,  and  ’92  class  president  Lucia 
Colombaro  spoke,  giving  tribute  to  the 
alumni  and  this  year’s  class.  After  the 
class’s  induction,  three  special  alumni 
awards  (Benefactor  of  the  Year,  Volun¬ 
teer  of  the  Year,  and  the  Lee  Joseph 
Dunn  Award)  were  presented. 

Then,  a  traditional  portrait  of 
the  headmaster  was  unveiled.  By  tradi¬ 
tion,  all  headmasters  of  five  year’s  ser¬ 
vice  have  their  portrait  painted.  Robert 
D.  Hunter,  a  respected  art  master,  ex¬ 
pertly  crafted  the  painting.  The  detailed 
portrait  will  hang  in  the  auditorium  one 
day. 

Finally,  every  guest  was  invited 
to  a  reception  in  the  courtyard  near  the 
new  gym.  The  alumni  left  happy,  greet¬ 
ing  old  friends  and  making  new  ones. 
Another  Alumni  Celebration  came  suc¬ 
cessfully  to  a  close. 
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The  BLS  Argo 


By  James  LaRosa 


It’s  not  very  often  that  people 
get  paid  for  something  they  love  to  do. 
That’s  the  case,  however,  with  1992 
Hockey  Olympian  and  current  Bruins’ 
rookie  forward  Ted  Donato,  who  was 
thrust  into  the  spotlight  along  with  his 
teammates  as  they  tore  up  the  ice  on  their 
way  to  the  Stanley  Cup  finals. 

“We’re  doing  good. 
Everything’s  going  well  and  hopefully, 
we  can  keep  it  up,”  Ted  said  in  a  recent 
interview. 

Donato  said  that  making  the 
U.S.  Olympic  Hockey  Team  was  “an 
outstanding  opportunity.  Anytime  you 
get  to  represent  your  own  country. ..it’s 
pretty  special.”  Nervous  at  first,  he  had 
plenty  of  support  from  family  in  the 
audienceat  Albertville,  cheering  him  on. 
“It  was  a  nice  chance  to  share  a  moment 
with  the  family,  and  the  U.S.  went  all  out 
for  us.  We  were  treated  very  well.” 

After  the  Olympics,  he  went  on 
to  the  Bruins.  Drafted  by  Boston  in  1987 
in  the  5th  round,  he  started  playing  pro¬ 
fessionally  for  them  this  year.  While 
Donato  isn’t  intimidated  by  anyone  on 
the  ice  today,  he  admits  that  if  he  started 
playing  for  the  Bruins  a  few  years  ago,  he 
might  have  felt  differently.  Now  he  is 


Bruin  Ted  Donato 


primarily  concerned  with  holding  his 
own.  “It’s  a  dream  come  true.  I’ve 
always  wanted  to  be  a  professional  ath¬ 
lete,”  he  says.  That’s  a  pretty  big  dream 
for  someone  who  grew  up  in  a  little  town 
called  Hyde  Park. 

Although  Ted  now  lives  in 
Dedham,  the  Bruins’  recent  playing 
schedule  has  kept  him  away  from  home. 
Mb  doesn’t  get  to  spend  as  much  time 
with  his  friends  as  he  would  like,  and  he 
hasn’t  been  able  to  keep  up  with  the 
recent  developments  on  the  Boston 
Garden.  “It’s  ironic  in  many  ways.  I’m 
glad  to  sec  it  go.  But  from  a  fan’s  point 
of  view,  I’ll  miss  it,”  Donato  notes. 

While  Donato  idolizes  the  likes 
of  Bobby  Orr  and  Rick  Middleton,  he 
offers  some  sane  advice  for  those  who 
may  want  to  follow  in  his  footsteps 
someday-  STUDY.  “When  you  couple 
athletics  and  education,  it  opens  a  lot  of 
doors.  If  you’re  lucky  and  fortunate 
enough  to  make  it  to  the  profcssionals- 
great.  You  have  your  education.  If  you 
don  ’l  make  it  that  far,  you  need  something 
to  fall  back  on. ..something  only  an  edu¬ 
cation  can  provide.” 

Whether  or  not  they  made  it  to 
the  finals,  Donato  and  the  rest  of  the 
Bruins  will  be  valued  for  the  pride  they 
have  instilled  in  us  all. 


Tales  of  a  D.A.D. 
Survivor 


Meet  New  English  De¬ 
partment  Head  Ms. 


By  Lisa  Reynolds 

If  anyone  has  seen  the  Summer 
Stuff  ’92  paper,  he  or  she  may  have  seen 
an  ad  for  something  called  Drama  As 
Discovery.  Some  of  you  may  know  that 
yours  truly  recently  finished  this  pro¬ 
gram,  and  I  have  been  assaulted  with 
questions.  I  am  now  taking  a  break  from 
the  warfare  to  respond  to  the  inqucrics. 

Drama  As  Discovery  (or  DAD, 
as  it  is  affectionately  referred  to)  is  a  ten- 
week,  FREE  scries  run  by  the  Hunting- 
ton  Theater,  that  lil’  ol’  joint  near  the 
Symphony  stop  on  the  Green  Line.  Twice 
a  year,  sixteen  kids  from  the  general  area 
get  together  every  Tuesday  from  3:30- 
6:PM  to  discuss  in  detail  the  current 


about  Shakcspcrcan  life,  picked  apart 
the  play  to  save  sanity,  hurled  Elizabe¬ 
than  insults  at  each  other,  met  with  vari¬ 
ous  people  involved  with  the  produc¬ 
tion,  including  the  scene  designer,  the 
actors,  and  the  producing  director  of  the 
whole  theater,  and  acted  in  our  person¬ 
ally  re-written  scenes  of  Cvmbclinc. 
Overall,  we  had  a  great  time.  There  are 
benefits  galore  to  being  a  DAD  member: 
two  free  tickets  to  a  production  of  every 
Huntington  performance  until  you  turn 
twen  ty-onc,  the  opportun  i  ly  to  meet  some 
really  fascinating  people,  the  chance  to 
apprentice  and  maybe  even  get  a  job  in 
the  future,  and  the  fun  of  volunteering  at 
the  annual  Open  House  in  May. 

Formore  information, call  266- 
7900  or  bother  me  in  027.  A  final  word 


show  (in  my  case,  it  wasCymbcljnc).  In  l0  inquiring  minds  -  let’s  call  a 
conjunction  with  the  play,  we  learned  lrucc  q  K  ? 
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By  James  LaRosa 


There’s  a  new  sheriff  in  town 
and  boy  docs  she  mean  business.  Origi¬ 
nally  from  New  York,  English  Depart¬ 
ment  Head  Ms.  Zimmerman  got  her 
Masters  in  English  and  soon  look  a  job  as 
a  general  interest  writer  for  the  magazine, 
Woman’s  World.  Her  pieces  ranged 
from  interviewing  feminists  to  writing 
television  and  book  reviews  to  writing 
fashion  copy. 

She  began  teaching  in  Boston. 
She  taught  at  East  Boston  High  for  ten 
years  until  she  moved  to  the  Central 
Office  where  she  worked  for  two  and  a 
half  years  designing  the  curriculum  for 
high  school  English  and  editing  the  high 
school  cirriculums  in  other  subject  areas. 

Returning  to  leaching  for  a  year 
at  English  High  (when  it  was  across  the 
street),  she  became  the  English  Dept. 
•Head  there  the  next  year.  After  a  few 


years  with  the  school  when  they  moved 
to  Jamaica  Plain,  her  position  at  the  school 
had  been  eliminated.  She  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  BLS  soon  after. 

While  she  is  “tremendously 
impressed”  with  BLS,  citing  a  support¬ 
ive  staff  and  students’  motivation  for 
success,  she  hopes  to  bring  the  students 
one  step  closer  to  their  futures.  She  is 
currently  working  with  several  colleges 
to  better  prepare  students  for  the  college 
experience.  For  example,  she  lined  up 
rcprcscnlilivcs  from  Simmons  College 
to  instruct  all  eleventh  grade  students  on 
the  proper  way  to  write  "the  perfect 
college  essay".  She  encourages  all  stu¬ 
dents  to  take  college  seriously,  regard¬ 
less  of  what  grade  they  arc  in.  “If  you 
start  early,  it’s  less  work  when  college 
approaches.”  BLS  welcomes  Ms. 
Zimmerman. 
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Forsan  et  haec  olim 
by  Sam  Martland 


Results  of 
the  Argo 
senior  poll: 

Q:  Are  you  glad  you 
came  to  BLS? 

yes  84% 
maybe  2% 
no  14% 

Q:  Were  you  forced  to 
come  to  BLS? 

yes  33% 
no  67% 

Q:  Would  you  come 
back? 

yes  60% 
maybe  2% 
no  38% 


“Look  to  your  left,  look  to 
your  right:  one  of  you  won’t  be 
here  in  six  more  years. ..Hi  Sam, 
it’s  me,  Lee. ..I  am  Dr.  Desmond, 
interim  Headmaster.  Homeroom 
333:  Diane  O’Connor,  Robert 
Doherty,  Anthony  Garofalo,  Amy 
Gwiazda,  Sam  Martland. ..Your 
homeroom  teacher  is  Ms.  Adams. 
Please  meet  her  at  the  front  of  the 
hall. 

“I’m  Mr.  Smith.. .Mrs. 
Middleton.. .Mr.  Hennigan...Amo, 
amas,  amat...Who,  whose,  whom, 
which,  that. ..All  Pens  — 
Down  !...Please  hold  your  applause. 
Now,  from  the  Trojan  Women  by 
...  You  got  Probation?!” 

Back  then,  in  1986,  six 
years  at  Latin  School  sounded  like 
a  lifetime.  Ofcourse.it  was — half 
of  one,  anyway,  if  you  were  twelve. 
Now  it’s  been  a  third. 

The  years  went  by  with 
ever-growing  speed.  We  made 
friends  and  learned  how  (and  when) 
to  follow  the  system. 

In  our  eighth  grade,  the 
Headmaster  returned.  No,  he  did 
not  come  back.  His  type  returns. 
Anyway,  we  were  in  for  it:  “When 
I  came  to  the  Latin  School  in  Au¬ 


gust,  your  hallway  was 
filthy. ..you  were  the  worst  sixie 
class  that  ever  was.”  We  never 
forgot.  Some  never  forgave. 

“Dear  Latin  School  stu¬ 
dent:  You  have  been  assigned  to 
K24  at  the  Mass.  College  of  Art. 
Classes  III,  IV  and  V  will  form 
the  Annex.. .you  may  go  outside 
to  pass  between  the  A  and  the  K 
buildings. ..SenorBerger,  ies  hors 
de  salirL.and  Sailing  has  been 
cancelled  for  today.. .Annex  stu¬ 
dents  will  be  dismissed  at  8:51 
due  to  lack  of  heat.” 

“Who  was  Winkleman?” 
“He  was  an  archaeologist  who 
wrote  Gods  Gravers,  and  Schol¬ 
ars  for  the  National  Geographic 
Society.  We  saw  a  movie  about 
it  in  Mr.  Tedeschi’s  class.” 

Confusion  has  always 
resigned.  One  never  quite  sorted 
out  the  options.  One  grabbed 
something  and  hoped.  Most  of 
us  found  a  place,  or,  at  any  rate, 
an  orbit.  We  must  have  done 
something  right.  Ms.  Kelley  told 
us  that'as  class  IV  we  were  “the 
best  class  in  the  school.” 

“...for  the  best  record  in 


Amy  Gwiazda 
Class  Valedictorian 


/ 


Six  years  always  seemed 
like  a  long  time  to  spend  in  one 
place.  As  a  seventh  grader,  the 
school  was  large  and  confusing, 
but  exciting  also.  The  work  was 
reasonable,  there  were  new  people 
to  meet,  and  the  day  had  not  yet 
become  routine.  By  senior  year, 
most  of  the  novelty  had  worn  off. 
For  the  First  time,  the  schoolwork 
became  unmanageable  and 
overwhelming.  The  seniors  whom 
I  had  looked  upon  with  awe  as  a 
twelve-year-old  were  now 
commonplace  since  1  myself  had 
even  become  one.  As  a  senior,  I 
realized  that  six  years  was  not  a 
long  time  to  spend  in  one  place. 


Somewhere  among  all  the 
homework,  and  violin  playing,  and 
swimming,  and  sleeping,  six  years 
had  quickly  passed. 

I  have  forgotten  many  of 
the  events  which  occurred  as  I 
metamorphosed  from  a  seventh 
grader  to  a  senior.  However,  I  will 
always  distinctly  remembercertain 
things.  I  will  remember  long  bus 
rides  on  the  way  to  swim  meets 
when  the  team  members  cheered 
or  shouted  stupid  things  at  each 
other.  I  will  remember  dressing  in 
black  and  white  and  getting  to  miss 
school  during  six  years  of  violin 
concerts.  I  will  remember  going  to 
bed  exhausted  and  angry  after  be¬ 


ing  able  to  watch  only  a  few 
minutes  of  a  World  Series  game 
or  a  favorite  television  show  be¬ 
cause  of  my  own  time-consuming 
activities,  including  hours  of 
homework.  I  will  especially 
remember  my  friends.  In  sev¬ 
enth  grade  I  had  an  autograph 
book  in  which  much  of  the  class 
pledged  their  everlasting 
friendship.  Since  that  year,  many 
of  these  people  have  become  mere 
acquaintances.  But  in  return  I 
gained  a  small  group  of  good 
friends  who  made  school  more 
than  just  work. 


the  mathematics  oftheclass... Paul 
Li!!!” 

“Tied  for  first  place,  that’s 
right,  Paul  and  Amy” 

“O  Tempora,  O  mores!” 
Sophomore  and  junior  years  were 
so  orderly.  We  knew  what  to  do. 
We  were  the  “big  kids”  after  all 
those  years.  Nomore“-sies.”  We 
could  conquer  the  world!  We 
could  take  over  Mars!  We 
could. ..Suddenly,  college  ap¬ 
peared,  and  back  came  confusion. 
Some  were  certain,  some  were 
uncertain,  and  some  were  having 
nervous  breakdowns. 

Senior  year  was  a  blur  of 
forms  and  letters  (SAT,  CBAT, 
ACT,  FAF,  BLSAA,  and  MM). 
We  did  as  much  as  we  could,  and, 
once  again,  we  grabbed  and  hoped. 

Now  it’s  all  over.  This 
goes  to  press  for  Graduation. 
Confusion  hasn’t  left.  Happy  to 
be  done,  sad  to  leave,  eager  to  be 
free,  scared  to  be  alone,  hopeful, 
cynical — I  write  my  recollections 
in  a  mass  of  contradictions.  The 
years  pass  by  in  even  less  order 
than  here.  All  I  can  say  for  sure  is 
Long  Live  Latin  and  ‘92. 
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The  Lawrence  Prize  winning 

The  Derby 

Translation  of  Horace,  Odes, 

Medal  winning 

Book  I,  no.  IX 

Translation  of 

by  Paul  Li 

Fear  Me  Not, 

Behold — how  white  it  is  with  snow  so  deep. 

Chloe! 

And  how  the  trees  no  longer  in  their  strife 

Against  the  winds  incessant 

(Horace,  Odes, 

Hold  up  their  wintry  burden, 

And  how,  with  frost  too  sharp,  the  streams  stand  still. 

Book  I,  no.  23) 

Dispel  the  chill  by  gath’  ring  ‘round  the  hearth. 

And  from  the  cellar  bring  forth  wines  of  age, 

by  Pyongson  Yim 

Which  you  from  jars  antique  will  pour 

You  evade  me 

Unmix’ d,  with  hand  more  free  than  wont. 

dear  Chloe. 

Like  a  fawn 

Enjoy  festivities  as  well  as  you  can; 

fearful 

i  Leave  all  things  else  to  care  of  gods  above. 

searching  for  its  troubled  mother 

Them  who  can  even  check  the  winds 

through  the  untrodden 

That  struggle  over  stormy  seas 

mountains 

And  shake  the  cypress  and  the  aged  ash. 

through  the  windy  forest. 

Try  not  to  guess  at  what  the  morrow  brings, 

The  arrival  of  Spring 

And  be  content  with  any  sort  of  day 

rustles  the  vulnerable  leaves. 

Which  Fortune  grants.  Spurn  not  sweet  love, 

Brazen  lizards 

Nor  dancing  parties,  boy,  despise. 

penetrate  the  bramble-bush. 

You  tremble 

While  in  your  youth,  so  much  a  springlike  glow 

in  your  very  heart 

Of  greenness,  whiteness  has  not  conquered  you. 

in  all  and  every  bone. 

Go,  seek  the  fields  and  public  squares 

And  tender  whisp’rings,  words  exchang’d 

Fear  me  not,  Chloe! 

The  fleeting  time  when  Venus  shows  herself; 

I  do  not  intend  to  ravish  thee! 
like  a  lustful  lion 

Go,  seek  the  gentle  laughter  that  betrays 

The  girl  who  in  some  secret  corner  hides, 

or  an  African  tiger. 

And,  from  her  snowy-color’d  wrist, 

Sever  your  maternal  ties. 

Go,  take  the  token  which  she’ll  yield 

You  are  ripe. 

!  With  less  reluctance  than  she  wants  to  show. 

For  love. 

"It  was  the  best  of 
times,  it  was  the 
worst  of  times..." 
For  six  years(four 
for  some),  we  have 
awoken  early,  gone 
to  school,  gone  to 
club  meetings  or 
sports  practice, 
watched  a  little  TV 
(if  lucky),  done  tons 
of  homework  (if  not 
more),  gone  to  sleep 
(when  we  could),  and 
repeated  the  same 
cycle  day  after  day. 
It  had  become  a 
routine...  until  now. 
The  flow  of  things  is 
interrupted.  No 
longer  will  the  same 
cycle  repeat.  Things 
will  never  be  the 
same... 

-  D.N. 


Lucia  Colombaro 
Class  President 


When  I  entered  Latin  Sehool 
in  the  seventh  grade,  I  remember  this 
feeling  of  having  started  something 
spccial~“Boston  Latin  School,  WOW, 
you  go  to  Boston  Latin  Sehool,” 
people  would  say  (and  they  still  do).  I 
would  proudly  say  “yes”  without  hav¬ 
ing  the  foggiest  idea  of  what  Boston 
Latin  School  was  all  about— its 
reputation  proceeded  me. 

I  remember  looking  at  the 
older  students  and  getting  a  sensation 
that  they  had  THE  answer,  that  they 
possessed  this  special  power  of 
knowing  why  people  really  “Oh”cd 
and  “Ah”cd  about  Latin  School;  it 
couldn’t  be  just  because  it  was  hard. 
As  my  years  here  wore  on,  I  kept 
searching  for  this  meaning- what  IS 
the  “LATIN  SCHOOL  TRADI¬ 
TION”?  WHAT  IS  IT?  “I  guess  it’s 
old  books,”  I  would  say,  “and  rigid 
teachers,  and  all  those  names  in  the 


auditorium  and  something  about 
those  ‘alumni'  who  reminisce  about 
the  ‘good  old  days’  when  Latin 
School  was  tough.” 

And  so  I  temporarily 
resigned  myself  to  this  idea  and 
became  accustomed  to  the  idea  that 
I  was  a  Latin  School  student.  I  came 
to  be  almost  indifferent;  “what  was 
so  special  about  Latin  School 
anyway?” 

The  image  I  had  of 
“LATIN  SCHOOL  TRADITION” 
stayed  about  the  same  through  the 
years.  I  associated  high  expectation 
with  dusty  old  books  and  spectacles 
on  the  faces  of  white  haired  old 
men.  “Besides,  tradition  and  the 
real  world  don’t  have  anything  to  do 
with  one  another,”  I  would  say.  But 
in  all  honesty  I  was  not  satisfied 
with  this  idea  and  my  question 
remained  unanswered. 


When  I  became  class  presi¬ 
dent  and  started  senior  year  ,  the 
desire  to  understand  what  Latin 
School  Tradition  is  began  to  plague 
me.  Now,  though,  there  was  no  one 
else  in  a  higher  grade  to  know  the 
answer  to  my  question,  and  in  addi¬ 
tion,  I  should  have  been  the  one  who 
could  answer  the  question  for  some¬ 
one  else. 

I  am  at  the  end  of  my  senior 
year  and  I  think  I  have  begun  to 
understand  what  Latin  School  Tra¬ 
dition  is.  Old  men,  no.  Dusty  books, 
no.  Alumni,  they  arc  nice,  but  they 
aren’t  exactly  it  cither.  The  names  on 
the  auditorium  wall,  they’re  related 
to  it,  but  no. 

Of  all  the  myths  we  learn 
about  at  Latin  School,  the  most 
nototrious  is  that  tradition  is  old  and 
dry.  It  is  the  biggest  lie  ever  told. 

Tradition  is  a  live  thing.  It 
breathes.  It  breathes  your  breath.  If 
you  want  to  see  what  tradition  looks 
like,  look  in  the  mirror.  Tradition  at 
Boston  Latin  exists  only  when  there 


arc  students  here  to  give  it  life.  Tra¬ 
dition  is  something  that  belongs  to 
the  young.  The  young  want  to 

know . WHY?  WHY?  WHY? . 

Old  men  don’t  go  to  Latin  School. 
Young  people  go  to  Latin  School. 
Here,  regardless  of  whatever  any 
adult  might  have  you  think,  all  of  this 
business  of  school  is  done  in  honor 
of  the  mind,  in  honor  of  knowledge, 
and  in  honor  of  youth.  People  arc 
here  to  dare  to  answer  the  question 
why? 

Did  you  know  that  only 
gifted  students  go  to  Boston  Latin 
School?  Well  I’m  telling  you.  Only 
gifted  students  go  to  Boston  Latin 
School  bcausc  the  students  who  come 
here  arc  taught  HOW  to  do  some¬ 
thing.  When  you  have  knowledge, 
you  have  the  power  to  make  your 
dreams  come  true.  No  one  will  stop 
you  if  you  know  what  you  want. 

I’d  say  that  the  power  to 
make  your  dreams  come  true  is  quite 
a  gift.  Wouldn’t  you? 
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A  Challenge 

by  Sean  Cronin 

I  know  that  the  last  thing 
those  of  you  who  are  graduating 
this  year  are  thinking  about  right 
now  is  Boston  Latin  School.  In 
fact,  you  probably  want  to  get 
away  from  Latin  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible.  However,  I  would  like  to 
make  a  simple  challenge:  Do 
not  be  quick  to  forget  about  BLS . 
Latin  is  responsible  for  your 
education  and  in  large  part  for 
your  getting  into  the  college  you 
did.  Now  Latin  is  entering  upon 
hard  times,  and  I  hope  that  you 
do  not  turn  your  back  on  your 
school.  Whether  it  is  because  of 
false  fire  alarms,  weapons,  or 
diminishing  budgets,  Latin 
School  needs  help. 

You  are  the  leaders  of 
the  future-  the  next  generation 
of  lawyers,  politicians  and 
business  people.  You  will  have 
a  great  deal  of  influence, 
influence  that  I  hope  you  will 
use  to  aid  your  alma  mater. 
Whether  it  be  in  college  or  after 
graduation,  let  your  voice  be 
heard  by  the  school  committee, 
the  superintendent,  and  even  the 
mayor.  Make  certain  that  Latin 
maintains  its  high  standards. 
Help  BLS  reclaim  its  place  on 
the  list  of  the  top  high  schools  in 
the  country.  Make  sure  that 
there  is  a  Latin  School  for  your 
children.  That  is  my  challenge. 


More  Results  from  the  Senior  Poll 


Q:  What  will  you  remember 
the  most  from  BLS? 

-  strict  rules,  the  building,  sleeping  in 
class 

-  hard  work,  hours  of  homework 

-  graduation,  bell,  sixics,  alumni 

-  friends,  good  limes,  diverse 
discussions,  caring  teachers, 
misdemeanor  marks,  awesome  kids, 
tardy  desk  +  105,  Cancun,  Montreal, 
senior  sign-out 

-  the  smell,  lead  poisoning,  food 

-  mass  murders  in  the  8th  grade, 
oppressive  grey  dust  in  the  Annex, 
fruit  flics  at  lunch,  fire  alarms,  really 
dumb  locker  rules,  2  minutes  you 
have  to  cat  lunch,  lounge,  struggling 
in  computer  AP  class,  detention 

-  Ms.  Daly  saying  "Gel  away  from 
those  lockers!" 

-  hellish  senior  year 

-  break-ups  between  friends 

-  Bill  and  his  tree:  "But  the  tree  at  the 
side  of  the  hill  looked  just  as  big  as  it 
did  before." 

-  Mr.  Robinson 

Q:  What  makes  BLS 
special? 

-  friends,  caring  teachers 

-  tradition,  Mrs.  Middleton 

-  diversity,  school  spirit 

-  reputation,  highest  concentration  of 
people  with  serious  problems,  Secret 
Sauce,  Malcolm  F. 

-  Ms.  Daly's  yelling,  excellent  college 
prep  program,  friendly  working 
atmosphere,  teachers,  students 

-  the  way  people  admire  BLS 

-  athletics,  size,  the  aroma 


Q:  What  do  you  think  BLS 
needs  the  most? 

-  better  history  curriculum 

-  school  spirit 

-  more  caring  teachers,  more  money  to 
fund  extracurricular  activities 

-  open  bar,  toilet  paper,  open  girls’ 
bathroom,  more  students  involved  in 
activities,  a  wrecking  ball,  less 
affirmative  action,  a  life,  ketchup,  pool 
room,  real  lounge,  clean  cafeteria 

-  athletic  facilities  with  yack,  football 
field,  stands  and  a  hot  dog  building, 
teachers  with  softer  voices 

-  more  freedom 

-  sense  of  humor 

-  to  put  Ms.  Daly  with  the  sixies 

-  edible  lunches 

Q:  What  do  you  like  about. 
BLS? 

-  diverse  clubs  and  sports 

-  diversity  in  curriculum  and  character 

-  tradition,  making  fun  of  people, 
friends,  opportunity,  the  taste  of  “the 
real  world” 

-  people,  sports,  independence  of  the 
students,  it’s  free,  some  of  the  kids, 
hockey  team,  nothing,  Mrs.  Edwards, 
getting  out,  education,  the  gym,  the 
fact  that  kids  who  hear  that  I  go  here 
think  I’m  really  smart 

-  lunches  and  B  schedules 

Q:  What  do  you  dislike  about 
BLS? 

-competitiveness  and  injustice  to  the 
undcrprivclcgcd,  being  screwed  by  the 
ranking  system  -  it  doesn’t  account  for 


hard  vs.  easy  teachers 

-  strict  rules,  long  hours  of 
homework 

-tests,  surveys,  way  that  rumors  and 
gossip  fly 

-  racism,  filth,  fruit  flics,  no  freedom 

-  the  fact  that  all  the  lead  in  the  water 
will  give  me  cancer  and  I’ll  be  dead 
in  five  years,  filthy  bathrooms, 
pressure  and  competition 

chained  toilet  paper,  senior  trip 

-  tardy  detention,  reputation 

Q:  How  has  BLS  changed 
you  or  how  have  you 
changed  BLS? 

-  made  me  aware  of  the 
misconceptions  of  black 

-  educated  me  to  the  fullest  and 
prepared  me  for  college  life 

-  given  me  new  found  cynism 

-  more  open  to  different  people, 
personalities,  race 

-  more  disciplined,  more  competitive 

-  more  submissive,  grew  up  here. 

I’m  more  street  wise,  learned  how  to 
study,  it  taught  me  a  lot  about 
working  up  to  my  capacity 

-  it  made  me  bitter  and  cynical 

- 1  was  once  a  model  student  but  now 
I  feel  the  need  to  kill 

-  made  me  into  a  psychopath 

-  became  more  tolerant  of  others 

-  left  me  a  bitter,  angry  man 

-  changed  the  meaning  of  school 

-  I’m  a  little  crazier  &  school  is  a 
little  more  normal 

-  lime  management  seriousness  in 
work 

-  more  responsible 

-  ruined  my  self-esteem 


"  0 

END  OF  THE  YEAR  MESSAGES 


ALBERT,  ALLEN.STEVE.DONALD 
JOHN  ATHN,MADDIE,LES  LIE, 
SANDY.MABLE.OLYMPIA.LISA 
TUNG, HOWIE.DAREN, KEVIN, 
KEITH. DANNY  AND  THE  REST 
OF  THE  SENIOR  CLASS: 

WISHING  YOU  HAPPINESS  IN 
WHATEVER  YOU  DO  -MJ'92 

1991  WRITING  CLASS-FOR  THE 
BEST  MOST  WILD&FREE  CLASS 
OF  BLS!  BEST  OF  LUCK 
FELLOW  WRITERS!!! 

MR  GWIAZDA-FOR  OUR  WONDER 
FUL  LITTLE  GURU  AND  FRIEND 
IN  THE  COMPUTER  ROOM  GOOD 
BYE  AND  THANKS  SO  MUCH 

SMYTH-WHEN  I  SEE  A  HIPPIE 
SMOKING  A  PIPE.AN  OLD  LADY 
WITH  HYDROGEN-PEROXIDED 
HAIR  AND  EYEBROWS  WEARING 
A  GREEN  TRENCHCOAT  DRINKI 
NG  JOLT.WHEN  I  MILK  A  COW 

AND  RUN - THROUGH  THE 

WOODS  I  WILL  THINK  OF  YOU 

KAREN.  N1 

SHI  WO  DE  HAO  PENGYOU. 


DIEMANH.PAUL  LI.YUE.XUAN, 

JTNC.  LEE.MIKE.SHERRY.YUET. 
DONNA  ZALESKUS, LUCIA  C., 

AND  THE  REST  OF  MY  PALS: 
CONC.RAD  ON  YOUR  AWARDS, 

ETC!  GOOD  LUCK  IN  YEARS 
TO  COME!  CHERISH  THE  GOOD 
MEMORIES  &  FORGIVE  THE 
BAD  ONES!  SMILE  &BE  STRONG 
NO  MATTER  HOW  TOUGH  IT 
GETS!  KEEP  IN  TOUCH!  :) 
(TURNSIDEWAYS!)  —HARMONY 

TANG(77),  HAPPY  BELATE  BIRTH¬ 
DAY!  HAVE  A  GREAT  SUMMER! 

LEU  HO  BAU?  -  ALWAYS.  KAREN 

TO:LINDA  BARDZILOWSK1  AND 
ZACHARY  SAWYERS, HOW  ARE 
YOUR  BLOW-GUNS!?!?!  HAVE 
A  GREAT  SUMMER!  -KELLY  Me 

JAMES.  THIS  HAS  BEEN  A  GREAT 
YEAR!  I  LL  ALWAYS  REMEMBER 
THOSE  FUN  AND  RAINY  DAYS  WE 
SHARED.  THANXS  FOR  BEING  SUCH 
A  GREAT  FRIEND.  CANT  WAIT  TIL 
NEXT  YEAR!  "THANK  YOU,  BYE 
BYE!"  NI  DE  HAO  PENGYOU.  KJOYK 


TO  THE  VBALL BOYS  AND 
GIRLS:  CONGRATULATIONS  ON 
SURVIVING  W/OUT  COACHES  !! 
ALBERT  OF  COURSE 

TO:  SANDY,  MABLE.LISA.OLYM 
PIA  MADDY  AND  LESLIE: 

STAY  COOL  AND  GOOD  LUCK  IN 
COLLEGE!  FRIENDS  4EVER 
FROM:  ALBERT,  STEVE,  ALLEN. 
HOWARD,  DAREN,  KEITH,  DONALD 
AND  JONATHAN  (J-LIPS) 

HARMONY,  THERESA,  YUE,  JENNIE, 
YIM,  SANDY,  ALLEN,  MIKE,  JOE, 
JONATHAN,  DONALD.  ADRIAN. 
PAUL,  DAREN,  DEREK.  LISA. ..AND 
OTHERS  -  HAVE  FUN  THIS  SUMMER 
AND  GOOD  LUCK.  —ME!!! 

TO:KRlSTEN,JULIE,JESSE,M- 
ICHELLE&BUDDY.I  HAD  FUN  & 

I  LOVE  YOU  ALL. YOU  BETTA  BE  IN 
MY  CLASSES!!  BRENDA 

TO  EVERY  SIXIE  AT  BLS,  HI! 

SORRY  IF  I  LEFT  YOU  OUT 
OF  MY  FIRST  NOTE.  HAVE  AG 
REAT  SUMMER. FROM:  CAROLYN 


TO:KELLY,  ZACH,  AND  JESSE 
HAVE  A  GREAT  SUMMER  AND 
I'LL  SEE  YOU  ALL  NEXT  YEAR! 
LOVE,  LINDA 

TO:MR.SALTERIO,  THANK  YOU 
FOR  BEING  THE  "OPTIMUS 
MAGISTER"  THAT  I  EVER  HAD 
!!  LOVE,  KELLY  McCLOSKEY 

HLNANCY.KATE.LIZ, 

COLLEEN, LINDSEY.ERIN.AMY, 
MELISSA, MEGHAN,  JESSE,  AND 
NICOLE.  FROM  CAROLYN  K. 

TO:  UMA  M 

WE  LL  MISS  YOU.  HOPE  YOU 
LIKE  INDIA.  WRITE  TO  US. 

-  NANCY  &  YAKI 

HI!  KINDA  JESSICA  CAROLYN 
ADDY  KELLY  SEE-VON  JENN 
ZACH  G ABE  MEGAN  SAM  KATE 
VLAER1E  MATT  SCOTT  JESSE 
NATALIA  LEXXY  LORI  NICOLE 
ALLYSON  KATHLEEN  LIZ 
MONIQUE  AND  COLLEEN.  HAVE 
A  GREAT  SUMMER!  -NANCY- 
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Yes,  There  Is  Life  Outside 

B.L.S. 


Global  Issues  Classes 

Part  I:  The  U.N. 


Hit  the  Big  Rpple 

Part  II:  Ellis  Island 


By  Ann  McCarthy 

Atapproximaicly  ll:30on  Fri¬ 
day,  May  15,  the  two  current  Global 
Issues  (G.I.)  classes,  a  few  of  the  class’s 
own  alumni,  and  some  of  next  year’s 
G.I.  students  arrived  at  the  United 
Nations. 

Thirty  minutes  later,  we  were 
met  by  our  tour  guide,  Cecelia.  Our  first 
stop  on  the  tour  was  at  a  picture  of  the 
U.N.  buildings,  which  bore  the  caption 
“International  Territory”.  This  means 
that  when  one  enters  the  U.N.,  one  is  on 
foreign  soil,  as  the  U.N.  is  owned  by  175 
countries.  The  U.N.  was  established  at  a 
San  Francisco  conference  in  1945  with 
the  aim  of  preventing  the  third  World 
War. 

We  then  proceeded  down  into  a 
hall,  where  one  window  bore  a  map  of 
the  world  which  showed  the  location  of 
the  50,000  nuclear  warheads  in  exist¬ 
ence.  We  were  then  shown  exhibits  of 
artifacts  found  in  Hiroshima  after  the 
bomb,  including  an  unrecognizable  mass 
of  metal  which  was  actually  a  pile  of  tin 
cans  melted  by  the  intense  heat  of  the 
atom  bomb. 

Next  we  went  to  the  room  where 
the  Security  Council  holds  its  meetings. 
The  Council  meets  to  resolve  issues 
which  arc  a  threat  to  world  peace,  such  as 
last  year’s  Gulf  Crisis  and  the  recent 
decision  to  impose  sanctions  on  Libya. 

We  then  saw  the  room  where 
the  Trusteeship  Council  meets.  While 
telling  us  about  Economic  and  Social 
Councils,  our  tour  guide  informed  us 
that  the  International  Council  for  Women 
had  discovered  that  globally,  women  do 
two  thirds  of  the  work  and  earn  10%  of 
the  wages. 


By  Hilary  Kricgcr 

England  is  a  nice  place.  A  little 
refined,  a  little  tame,  but  a  nice  place. 
London  is  clean  and  proper.  On  on 
subway  scats  feet  arc  not  tolerated.  On 
escalators  there  arc  signs  directing  people 
to  stand  on  the  right  so  that  those  who  arc 
walking  up  may  pass  unheeded.  At 
intersections  there  arc  even  signs  on  the 
street  telling  in  which  direction  to  look. 
Freaky. 

The  buildings  arc  pretty  and  a 
little  old-fashioned,  Westminster  Abbey 
and  London  Tower  in  particular. 
Buckingham  Palace  is  disappointing 
though,  looking  more  like  an  institution 
than  anything  else.  Oh  well. 

The  stores  arc  very  similar  to 
American  ones,  and  many  of  them  arc 
the  same;  such  as  The  Hard  Rock  Cafe, 
The  Body  Shop,  and  Tower  Records. 
The  prices  were  much  higher,  but  that 
was  expected.  The  only  different  shops 


We  didn’t  get  a  good  look  at  the 
General  Assembly  room  because  it  was 
teaming  with  noisy  little  youngsters  who 
had  come  for  the  Global  Youth  Forum  on 
the  Environment. 

The  U.N.  is  also  home  to  some 
amazing  artwork.  Wesaw  a  mosaic  done 
by  14  Italian  artists  made  of  25,000 
colorful  titles.  This  took  the  artists  6 
months  to  create.  It  was  based  on  a 
Norman  Rockwell  painting  entitled  “The 
Golden  Rule”  which  pictured  the  faces 
of  people  from  around  the  world. 

At  1:00,  we  headed  to 
Conference  Room  7  where  we  received  a 
short  talk  from  the  Press  Secretary  for 
theSoulh  African  mission,  Mr.  Charlowe. 
We  were  then  allowed  to  ask  him  ques¬ 
tions.  Unfortunately,  we  only  had  forty- 
five  minutes  for  the  entire  presentation, 
so  the  issues  were  not  discussed  in  great 
depth.  Personally,  I  would  have  liked 
more  lime  with  the  man.  Perhaps  he 
would  have  told  the  whole  truth  if  he  had 
been  questioned  enough.  At  1 :45,  it  was 
off  to  Battery  Park  and  Ellis  Island;  time 
to  leave  the  U.N. 

The  experience  proved  to  be 
really  fun  and  I  think,  although  we  may 
not  have  intended  to,  everybody  learned 
a  lot. 


By  Lisa  Reynolds 


May  15th  was  a  big  day  for 
BLS  students,  but  the  reasons  why  vary. 
It  was  Alumni  Day,  thus  the  day  of  Prize 
Declamation.  Oral  finals  began.  Ad¬ 
vanced  Placement  Exams  were  given.  In 
addition,  May  15th  was  the  day  forty- 
plus  past,  present,  and  future  Global  Is¬ 
sues  students  went  to  New  York  for  a 
day.  What  better  way  to  learn  about  the 
trip  to  Ellis  Island  than  to  read  the 
“notebook”  of  one  of  those  students  who 
went  -  me! 

3: 1 5  PM:  Here  I  am  out  on  a 
ferry  which  just  left  from  Battery  Park 
and  is  headed  to  Ellis  Island.  This  island 
was  where  the  immigrants  from  northern 
and  western  Europe  entered  the  United 
States  in  the  early  1900’s.  It  was  closed 
for  renovations  in  the  late  1980’s  and  re¬ 
opened  in  1990.  Millions  of  visitors 
come  here  each  year  to  find  their  roots. 
Anyway,  back  to  me.  The  bus  ride  to 
Battery  Park  was  cool.  We  saw  Times 


Square  and  Broadway.  Battery  Park  is 
very,  uh,  interesting,  for  lack  of  a  better 
word.  I  knew  about  the  hustlers,  but  I 
didn’t  expect  the  reception  we  got! 
Everyone  was  shoving  T-Shirts,  watches, 
and  chains  in  our  faces.  Oh,  look!  It’s 
the  Statue  of  Liberty.  God,  I  feel  like  a 
tourist.  This  is  sick. 

6:00  PM:  We  arc  leaving  NYC 
now,  driving  through  Chinatown  on  our 
way  to  the  highway.  I  was  actually  rather 
disappointed  with  Ellis  Island.  My 
mother’s  grandparents  came  through 
there  in  the  early  1900’s,  and  I  could  not 
find  their  names  anywhere.  I  nearly 
froze  since  we  were  right  on  the  water.  I 
also  learned  how  pricey  New  York  is. 
Everything  has  8%  sales  tax! 

7:30  PM:  McDonald’s  in 
Connecticut.  Get  me  a  plain  McLean 
Deluxe  with  cheese. 

11:05  PM:  We  are  back  at 
BLS.  I  have  not  slept  in  18+ hours.  New 
York  was  great,  but,  in  the  words  of 
Dorothy,  “There’s  no  place  like  home.” 


to  Europe 


Big  Ben  and  the  House  of  Parli 
arc  the  souvenir  stores  that  abound  at 
every  corner.  They  all  sell  the  exact 
same  plastic  cups  and  pins.  Yuck. 

The  British  Museum  is  truly 
spectacular  with  the  Rosetta  Stone. 
Mummies,  and  stone  hand-axes,  among 
others.  It  is  more  interesting  than  any 
other  museum  and  is  a  cool  combination 
of  art  and  science.  It  also  has  a  wonderful 
gift  shop.  Awesome. 


ament  in  the  centre  of  London 

The  countryside  is  filled  with 
green  and  flowers —  at  least  something 
good  comesof  all  therain.  Unfortunately, 
the  houses  arc  all  the  same,  each  with 
little  square,  walled  in  backyards,  but 
they  are  in  keeping  with  the  landscape 
and  fit  well.  Pretty. 

The  transportation  in  London 
rules  supreme.  The  Underground  (or 
Tube,  as  it  is  popularly  known)  has  a 


very  cool  logo  and  many  well-named 
lines,  with  trains  which  run  frequently. 
Above  ground  arc  way  cool  red  double- 
decker  buses  which  arc  even  more  fun  to 
ride  than  the  subway —  they  have  spi¬ 
ralled  staircases  and  upholstered  scats. 
Taxis  arc  also  a  fun  experience.  They  arc 
black  with  an  old-fashioned  car  look  and 
seats  that  face  both  backward  and 
forward.  All  of  these  vehicles  come 
complete  with  drivers  on  the  wrong  side. 
Coolness. 

Going  to  Britain  was  going  to  a 
new  place,  seeing  new  things,  experi¬ 
encing  new  feelings.  However,  the 
culture  is  already  shown  hereon  movies, 
the  stores  have  branched  out,  and  the 
music  goes  across  the  ocean.  Because  of 
this,  England  was  not  the  foreign 
European  country  but  a  cool  new  city. 
The  familiarity  was  in  some  ways  good; 
blending  into  the  society  was  easier  and 
more  comfortable,  even  if  we  did  have 
blatant  American  accents.  The  trip  was 
ercat  Fun' 
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School  News  &  Clubs 


The  BLS  Argo 


Update  on 
Generations 

By  Karen  Kumpavong 

Generations,  the  newest  club 
this  year,  has  been  in  full  progress.  With 
the  aid  of  Generation  £  president  James 
LaRosa,  the  club  was  asked  to  do  a 
segment  for  Channel  7  ’s  “People  Salute” 
with  weather  forecaster  Harvey  Leonard. 
The  segment  aired  on  Monday,  March 
23rd  after  the  noontime  news  and  after 
the  5:30  evening  newscast. 

On  Monday,  March  16th  at 
12:30P.M., eleven  excited  BLS  students 
were  driven  to  Mary  Murphy  Nursing 
Home  in  Jamaica  Plain  where  many  of 
Generation’s  members  have  already  been 
volunteering  on  a  regular  basis  to  do  the 
filming.  As  soon  as  the  students  arrived, 
they  were  eagerly  greeted  by  several  of 
the  residents;  in  a  few  minutes  everyone 
wascomforlably  chatting.  While  waiting 
for  Harvey  Leonard  and  his  crew,  the 
students  played  Bingo  with  the  residents. 
While  students  were  interviewed  by 
Harvey  Leonard,  the  nursing  home  was 
filled  with  laughter, excitement, singing, 
dancing,  and  decorations  arranged  by 
members  of  Generations. 

Harvey  Leonard  frequently 
asked,  “Why  do  you  do  this,  and  how  do 
you  feel?”  ”lt  feels  good  to  be  helping 
out,  it’s  fun,  and  the  response  that  you 
get  is  worth  it,”  explains  Jennifer  Roberts, 
a  sophomore.  Michael  Quan,  Genera¬ 
tions’  treasurer,  replied,  “The  feeling 
you  get  from  trying  to  help  someone  out 
is  so  overwhelming  that  it  seems 
incomparable  to  anything  else.” 

That’s  not  all  that  happened. 
The  residents  were  later  surprised  by  a 
hundred  multi-rainbow  color  balloons, 
when  every  resident  received  one.  The 
students  and  the  residents  had  a  great 
time;  together  they  gained  an 
unforgettable  experience.  “The  trip  to 
the  nursing  home  was  an  unforgettable 
experience.  The  rush  you  gel  when  you 
walk  into  the  home,  seeing  their  faces 
light  up,  and  knowing  that  you  had  made 
a  difference  in  their  lives  is  an 
unexplainable  feeling;  something  you 
have  to  experience  yourself!”  claims 
Amy  Chin,  a  participating  junior.  The 
students  left  the  nursing  home  knowing 
that  they  had  placed  a  smile  on  someone’s 
facccvcn  if  it  were  only  fora  few  hours. 
James  LaRosa  commented,  “When  1  sec 
a  smile  on  the  sad  and  lonely  laces  at  the 
nursing  home,  it  means  wc’rc  doing  our 
job.  It’s  our  pay-back.” 


Arabic  Cultural  Society 

By  Athena  Stamatos 

Joining  the  Arabic  Cultural  Society  (for  only  $5)  would  be  an  excel  lent  way 

to  learn  more  about  Arabic  culture,  lifestyle,  and  cuisine. 

Bob  Ayan,  club  president,  says,  “We  established  this  club  because  there  arc 
clubs  for  every  other  ethn  icily,  and  we  wanted  to  educate  people  about  the  true  nature 
of  our  culture.”  Club  vice  president  George  Maroun  agrees,  “The  Arabic  Cultural 
Society  was  founded  to  enjoy  Middle  Eastern  styles  and  cultures  and  to  make  people 
more  aware  of  their  own  culture,  and  especially  for  those  who  aren  t  Arabic  to  be 
more  aware  of  it.  It’s  also  a  good  way  to  have  fun.”  The  meetings  involve  discussions 
about  the  culture  and  experimenting  with  Arabic  cuisine.  The  club  is  planning  end- 
of-thc-ycar  activities  such  as  field  trips.  They  arc  also  planning  to  attend  a  Hafli, 
which  is  Arabic  folk  dancing  with  live  entertainment  and  dining. 


The  Mock  Trial 
Team 

By  Sean  Cronin 

The  Mock  Trial  Team  is  a  group 
of  students  who  act  as  lawyers  and 
witnesses  and  compete  against  other 
schools  in  two  cases  created  by  the 
Massachusetts  Bar  Association.  The 
competition  isjudged  by  a  lawyer,judgc, 
or  a  court  clerk  who  enters  a  ruling  on  the 
case  and  also  ranks  each  performance  on 
a  scale  of  one  to  ten  and  adds  up  the 
teams’  scores  to  determine  the  actual 
winner. 


The  Arts  and  Recreation  Club 


By  Areti  J.  Stamatos 


I  interviewed  Claudia  Ortiz,  president  of  the  Arts  and  Recreation  Club,  to 

lcam  more  about  what  the  club  is  all  about.  ...  , 

Claudia  said,  “I  think  that  more  students  should  join  this  club  so  that  they 
can  learn  more  about  the  arts  and  about  the  many  cultural  activities  that  make  Boston 
a  world-class  city.  I  definitely  think  this  club  is  worthwhile  because  it  provides  [itsj 
members  [with]  plenty  of  opportunities  to  make  friends  with  people  they  can  count 
on  for  help  and  also  fun.. .and  because  it  is  artistically  informative  as  well  as  lun. 

find  that  the  members  enjoy  our  trips  very  much.  . 

“I  would  advise  the  younger  students  to  join  not  just  this  club,  but  a  lew 
clubs,  so  that  the  transition  into  this  difficult  school  can  become  a  little  more 
bearable.  To  the  high-school-lcvcl  students,  I  would  advise  them  to  join  so  that  they 

could  help  out  others  who  so  desperately  need  help.” 

“1  wanted  lobe  President  because  I  have  been  involved  m  this  club  lor  a  lew 
years,  and  1  fell  confident  enough  of  being  able  to  run  it.  Plus,  it  just  feels  good  to 
be  there  and  to  answer  someone  who  has  a  question  or  needs  help. 

Claudia  added,  “I  want  to  lake  this  opportunity  to  mention  our  sponsoring 
of  a  child.  Recently,  we  started  a  fund  for  an  overseas  child  in  need,  for  which  a  mere 
quarter  is  collected  at  every  meeting.  I’d  like  to  ask  for  you  support,  so  maybe  we 
could  provide  a  second  needy  child  with  focxl,  clothing,  and  an  education. 


This  year  Boston  Latin  won  its 
first  two  matches  against  Brighton  High 
and  English  High  by  forfeit.  During  the 
third  and  final  regular  season  match, 
Latin  acted  as  the  plaintiffs,  with  Sarah 
Morrison,  Robert  Madorc,  and  captain 
Scan  Cronin  performing  as  lawyers  and 
Adjoam  Edzic,  Jeaninc  Maycock,  and 
Catherine  Mak  as  witnesses  against 
Dorchester  High.  Latin  won  both  the 
case  and  the  match  resulting  in  a  3-0 
record  which  enabled  BLS  to  move  on  to 
meet  Boston  Latin  Academy ,  also  3-0,  to 
determine  thcSuffolk  County  champion. 
Boston  Latin  School  acted  as  thcdcfcnsc 
with  lawyers  Scan  Cronin,  Robert 
Dohrcty,  and  Andrew  Rowlings  and 
witnesses  Winnie  Chan,  Phativc  Cohen, 
and  Chris  Blilzcr.  Although  Latin 
Academy  won  the  case,  Latin  School 
won  the  match  by  four  points  to  become 
Suffolk  County  Champions.  The  team 
now  moves  on  to  the  three  round  state¬ 
wide  tournament. 


T.A.G. 


by  Fidel  Vasqtiez 


The  Hispanic  Cultural  Society 

By  Areti  J.  Stamatos 

The  Hispanic  Cultural  Society  is  an  opportunity  for  students  to  discover  a 
vibrant  culture  which  is  not  taught  in  class.  One  can  learn  dances  and  go  to 
restaurants  that  serve  Hispanic  focxl.  Many  issues  within  our  community  arc 
discussed  at  the  meetings.  Also,  guest  speakers  from  the  Cardinal  Cushing  Center 
have  been  invited  to  meetings.  Members  will  also  have  the  opportunity  to  go  to 
Hispanic  exhibits  in  museums.  The  Hispanic  Society  is  beneficial  because  it  gives 
one  support  when  all  of  the  members  arc  together  -  Hispanic  and  non-Hispanic. 
More  Hispanic  teachers  are  at  BLS  than  ever  before,  and  things  have  become  better 
for  the  Hispanic  Clubs  and  students.  Most  importantly,  one  docs  not  have  to  be 
Hispanic  to  join  one. 

Vice  President  Xiomara  Ramos  said  she  formed  this  club,  “Mainly  because 
when  we  got  together  last  year  we  wanted  EVERYONE  to  join.  1  know  some  of  my 
culture  and  it  feels  good  to  share  it.” 

Club  President  Wanda  Droz  commented,  “1  think  there  should  be  more  of 
[non-Hispanics  and  Hispanics]  because  both  need  to  learn  more  anout  Hispanic 
culture.”  Ramos  said,  “Hispanic  Month  was  in  October  and  it  was  the  first  time  it 
wascclcbratcd  in  this  school.”  Ms.  Brun,  the  advisor,  said,  “The  students  need  to  sec 
the  importance  of  why  they  arc  learning  the  language.” 

This  club  is  fun  as  well  as  a  place  for  students  to  lcam;  all  members  can  get 
to  know  each  other  belter.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  people  who  could  dance 
Salsa  and  Mcranguc  danced  in  front  of  the  members.  According  to  Ramos,  “When 
we  started  thisdub  last  year,  I  found  that  wc  were  not  very  different  from  each  other. 
Wc’rc  sharing  with  other  people  and  learning  at  the  same  time.” 

Secretary  Mildradc  Chcrfils  said,  “1  really  hope  that  more  people  decide  to 
join,  and  I  hope  they  realize  that  Hispanics  make  up  a  large  pan  of  the  American 
population.  It’s  worth  it  to  learn  about  Hispanic  culture  especially  because  it’s 
unknown  in  American  culture.  It’s  not  usual  that  you  lcam  about  other  cultures.” 
Estclla  Abad,  the  Activity  Coordinator,  commented,  “Wc  want  other  people  to  join 
so  that  they  can  lcam  more  about  the  Hispanic  culture.  There  arc  a  lot  of  negative 
things  being  said  about  the  Hispanics,  and  wc  want  people  to  know  the  positive 
things  about  Hispanics.” 

Wanda  Droz  adds,  “As  Estclla  said—  there  arc  a  lot  of  negative  stereotypes 
about  Hispanics,  and  through  the  club  wc  hope  to  instill  in  our  members  the  pride  wc 
Hispanics  feel  about  our  culture.” 


The  T.A.G.  (Talented  and 
Gifted)  Hispanic  Program  was 
established  at  B.L.S.  six  years  ago.  The 
program  emphasizes  on  promoting  good 
academic  standing  among  the  Latin 
students  at  B.L.S.  To  accomplish  this, 
Mr.  Fernandez,  the  advisor,  with  the 
help  of  Mr.  Torres  and  Ms.  Fontancz- 
Paduani,  has  paired  up  students  for 
tutoring.  In  addition  to  the  tutorial 
program,  the  members  arc  also  involved 
in  recreational  activities.  The  variety  of 
activities  makes  this  club  unique  and 
attractive  to  students.  Although  a 
majority  of  the  members  arc  of  Hispanic 
descent,  everyone  is  welcome,  and  all 
students  arc  encouraged  to  attend  the 
meetings.  The  meetings  arc  usually  held 
on  Thursdays  in  room  004  al  ter  school. 
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One  Good 
Way  That  Our 
Taxes  Are  Be¬ 
ing  Spent 

by  Ann  McCarthy 

In  late  April  of  every  year 
since  1990,  Boston  Public  School 
students  receive  Summer  Stuff,  a 
newspaper-type  publication 
which  enlightens  students  as  to 
over  ninety  academic  programs, 
volunteer  opportunities,  intern¬ 
ships,  trips,  workshops,  jobs,  and 
other  productive  summer  pro¬ 
grams.  Some  of  these  programs 
are  free,  others  very  expensive, 
but  all  offer  scholarships. 

Publication  of  this  book¬ 
let  costs  around  $4,000.  Some 
may  argue  that  the  money  could 
be  spent  on  books  or  athletic  pro¬ 
grams  within  Boston  Public 
Schools,  but  $4,000  would  not  go 
far  in  either  of  these  costly  pur¬ 
suits.  The  fact  is  that  keeping  kids 
busy  is  one  of  the  best  ways  to 
keep  them  off  the  streets,  and  no 
matter  how  many  jobs  and  similar 
opportunities  you  open  up  for 
them,  they  will  not  participate 
unless  the  information  is  made 
readily  available.  Summer  Stuff 
does  just  that.  For  that  $4,000, 
Summer  Stuff  reaches  33,000 
students  in  and  outside  the  Boston 
Public  Schools. 

Mary  Ann  Cohen,  who  is 
in  charge  of  collating  Summer 
Stuff  each  year  says,  “You  have 
to  have  a  good  mix  of  stuff  to  keep 
kids  interested.”  Finding  this  stuff 
took  two  months  in  its  first  year, 
since  all  the  programs  had  to  be 
found  and  contacted.  After  the 
first  year,  though,  organizations 
began  sending  information,  prac¬ 
tically  begging  to  be  included  in 
Summer  Stuff.  They  knew  that  it 
reached  adolescents;  Summer 
Stuff  works! 

If  you  are  interested  in 
getting  a  summer  job  but  have  not 
yet  called  635-HOPE,  call!  The 
city  has  freed  up  more  money  for 
jobs,  so  you  have  a  better  chance 
of  getting  one.  In  addition,  your 
call  will  put  pressure  on  the  city  to 
create  more  work  for  Boston 
youth. 


Not  for 


Anonymous 


An  editorial  in  the  April 
issue  of  the  Argo  takes  the  stand 
that  Boston  Latin  School  should 
have  more  honors  classes.  I  dis¬ 
agree  with  this  viewpoint  and 
would  like  to  use  this  space  to 
explain  why. 

In  her  piece,  the  author 
stated  that“getting  into  this  school 
is  already  an  honor...  it  is  quite 
challenging  competing  against  our 
peers,  which  is  why  we  try  to 
work  our  best.”  She  is  quite  cor¬ 
rect;  getting  into  this  institution  is 
an  honor.  Should  Boston  Latin 
School  add  more  classrooms  so 
the  hundreds  of  students  who  ap¬ 
plied  here  and  were  rejected  would 
not  be  depressed?  If  we  took 
away  the  challenge  of  getting  into 
honors  classes,  then  there  would 
be  no  reason  to  compete  and  strive 
for  our  goals.  If  everyone  who 
wanted  to  be  in  an  honors  class 
got  in  one,  then  they  would  not  be 


People 


by  Sean  Cronin 


In  the  upcomingpresiden- 
tial  election,  it  is  likely  that-voters 
will  have  more  than  just  two 
choices.  In  addition  to  the  Re¬ 
publican  and  Democratic  candi¬ 
dates,  H.  Ross  Perot  will  probably 
be  on  the  ballot.  It  might  still  be 
early  in  the  race,  but  already  I 
would  like  to  voice  my  support  for 
Henry  (for  those  of  you  who  were 
wondering  what  the  “H”  stands 
for)  Ross  Perot.  Perot  is  willing  to 
deal  with  the  single  most  impor¬ 
tant  problem  facing  America,  a 
problem  that  the  other  candidates 
will  not  or  can  not  talk  about:  the 
national  debt.  We  can  not  contin ue 
on  as  a  nation  owing  trillions  of 
dollars  to  foreign  powers,  money 
we  can  not  even  pay  the  interest 
on.  Ross  Perot  is  a  man  who  was 
able  to  turn  a  loan  of  thousands 
into  billions  for  his  own  pocket. 
This  is  the  kind  of  man  we  need 
running  our  country. 

A  friend  recently  com- 


Everyone 


honors  classes!  Rejection  is  a  part 
of  life.  It  is  better  to  face  it  now 
because  that  is  what  the  real  world 
is  all  about.  In  a  few  years,  we  will 
be  applying  to  colleges.  Should 
colleges  open  up  extra  slots  in 
order  to  accommodate  all  those 
who  apply? 

Another  point  the  author 
raised  is  adding  another  honors 
class  for  those  rejected  students. 
This  is  not  the  easy  solution  it 
appears  to  be.  As  it  is,  the  teachers 
are  already  carrying  a  heavy 
workload.  To  request  that  they 
add  new  classes  to  their  schedule 
would  be  a  disservice  to  the  stu¬ 
dents.  We  have  the  right  to  a 
quality  education,  and  we  will  not 
receive  this  if  the  teachers  are 
overburdened.  It  is  also  rather 
obvious  that  due  to  lay-offs  and 
lack  of  funding,  hiring  a  new 
teacher  to  handle  the  extra  classes 
is  out  of  the  question. 

More  honor  classes:  nice 
idea  in  theory,  not  so  good  in 
reality. 


for  Perot 

mented  to  me  that  Perot  should 
not  be  president  because  he  is  not 
a  politician  and  has  not  held  pub¬ 
lic  office  in  the  past,  but  the  last 
thing  we  need  right  now  is  an¬ 
other  politician  running  the  coun¬ 
try.  We  need  a  man  who  will  put 
politics  aside  and  work  to  save 
this  country  and  its  future  from 
the  overwhelming  burden  of  debt. 
I  have  also  heard  complaints  that 
he  has  not  given  enough  informa¬ 
tion  as  to  his  positions  on  social 
issues,  but  all  the  social  programs 
that  people  say  should  be  funded 
will  not  get  that  funding  if  the 
government  does  not  have  the 
money  to  pay  for  them.  Perot 
stands  for  fiscal  responsibility.  He 
is  even  in  favor  of  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  forcing  all  tax 
raises  to  be  approved  by  the  vot¬ 
ers.  This  may  seem  drastic,  but 
drastic  times  call  for  drastic  mea¬ 
sures.  We  need  a  person  who  will 
run  this  country  not  on  politics  but 
on  common  sense.  H.  Ross  Perot 
is  that  person. 


Is  This  Really 
the  End? 

by  Kerry  Millett 


Another  academic  year  at 
Boston  Latin  School  comes  to  an 
end  and  one  thought  occurs  in  my 
mind.  Is  it  really  ending?  It  seems 
as  if  we  only  recently  began  the 
1991-1 992  school  year. 

When  you  first  enter  the 
school  as  a  [dreaded]  sixie,  the 
year  seems  to  go  by  so  slowly. 
After  that,  each  year  seems  to  go 
by  just  a  little  bit  faster  than  the 
one  before.  I  myself  am  a 
sophomore,  and  this  year  seemed 
to  go  by  ratherquickly.  I  had  such 
a  fun  and  interesting  school  year 
that  it  is  hard  to  believe  that  it  is 
almost  over.  My  theory  is  that  as 
we  progress  through  our  years  at 
Boston  Latin  School,  we  get  more 
into  the  activities  and  make  more 
friends.  Every  year  goes  by  faster 
than  the  one  before  it  because 
generally,  it  is  more  fun  and  there 
is  more  to  do. 

It  is  hard  to  believe  that  it 
is  the  fifth  term  already.  As  an¬ 
other  senior  class  graduates,  we 
begin  preparing  for  final  exams. 
Meanwhile,  everyone  is  looking 
forward  to  summer  vacation. 

And  as  summer  vacation 
begins,  we  will  most  probably  go 
off  on  our  separate  ways  for  the 
next  two  months,  not  even  think¬ 
ing  about  school.  Then,  as  usual, 
we  will  return  toBLS  for  the  1992- 
1993  academic  year  with  a  whole 
new  senior  class  (not  to  mention  a 
sixie  one)  and  begin  a  school  year 
that  will  probably  go  by  faster 
than  this  one  has. 


The  Argo  would  like  to  thank  everyone  who  has  worked 
with  us  on  the  last  5  issues.  We  hope  to  see  all  of  you  next 
year  (except  all  of  you  graduating  seniors  who  just  left  us 
here  to  deal  with  this  mess...).  Thanks  again! 
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19tfi  Annual  Dcitjtime 
Emmt)  Nominations 


For  all  you  soapaholics  out  there,  the  Emmy  awards  show,  hosted 
by  Phil  Donahue  and  All  My  Children’s  Susan  Lucci,  will  air  June  23rd  on 
NBC  from  9-11  pm.  Here  are  the  nominees,  with  an  (*)  placed  alongside 
Argo  picks. 


Outstanding  Lead  Actor 

Peter  Bergman  (Jack,  Y&R) 

*David  Canary  (Adam/Stuart,  AMC) 
Nicolas  Coster  (Lionel,  SB) 

A  Martinez  (Cruz,  SB) 

Michael  Zaslow  (Roger,  GL) 

Outstanding  Lead  Actress 

Jeanne  Cooper  (Katherine,  Y&R) 
Elizabeth  Hubbard  (Lucinda,  ATWT) 
Susan  Lucci  (Erica,  AMC) 

Erika  Slezak  (Viki,  OLTL) 

*Jessica  Tuck  (Megan,  OLTL) 


Outstanding  Supporting  Actor 

Bernie  Barrow  (Louie,  Loving) 
Thom  Christopher  (Carlo,  OLTL) 
Rick  Hearst  (Alan-Michael,  GL) 
♦Charles  Keating  (Carl,  AW) 
Jerry  ver  Dorn  (Ross,  GL) 


Outstanding  Drama  Series 

All  My  Children 
As  the  World  Turns 
*Guiding  Light 
The  Young  and  the  Restless 

Outstanding  Younger  Actor 

Scott  DeFreitas  (Andy,  ATWT) 
Jeff  Phillips  (Hart,  GL) 
*Kristoff  St.  John  (Neil,  Y&R) 
Patrick  Stuart  (Will,  AMC) 
Dondre  T.  Whitfield 
(Terrence,  AMC) 

Outstanding  Younger  Actress 

Tricia  Cast  (Nina,  Y&R) 

*Beth  Ehlers  (Harley,  GL) 

Alla  Korot  (Jenna,  AW) 

Cady  McClain  (Dixie,  AMC) 
Melissa  Reeves  (Jennifer,  Days) 


Outstanding  Supporting  Actress 

Darlene  Conley  (Sally,  B&B) 
Linda  Dano  (Felicia,  AW) 
Maureen  Garrett  (Holly,  GL) 
*Lynn  Herring  (Lucy,  GH) 
Maeve  Kinkead  (Vanessa,  GL) 


Outstanding  Writing 

All  My  Children 
*Guiding  Light 
One  Life  to  Live 
The  Young  and  the  Restless 


Who  will  win  daytime  Emmys  this  year?  Our 
bets  are  on  Jessica  Tuck  (upper  left),  David  Canary 
(upper  right)  andGuiding  Light  (with,  left  to  right, 
Beverlee  McKinsey,  Vincent  Irrizary  and  Kimberly 

Simms). 


The  Wav  of  the  World 

by  Lisa  Reynolds  , 


The  Great  Gatsbv  with  a 
happy  ending. 

That,  in  a  nutshell,  sums 
up  The  Way  of  the  World,  the 
latest  production  of  the  Hun¬ 
tington  Theatre.  Both  the  play 
and  the  book  feature  several 
blondes,  a  great  deal  of  the 
color  white,  characters  that  no 
one  can  sympathize  with, 
references  from  the  Jazz  Age, 
and  plot  twists  that  confuse 
everyone.  In  addition,  both 
stories  are  very  difficult  to  get 
into. 

The  plot  is  impossible 
to  follow,  but  basically  boils 
down  to  everyone  sleeping  with 
everyone  else  and/or  cheating 
them  out  of  money.  By  inter¬ 
mission,  the  average 
theatergoer  is  beyond  lost. 

When  things  do  begin  to  come 
together  in  the  second  portion, 
no  one  cares. 

The  show  is  poorly 
directed.  The  Wav  of  the 


World  is  supposedly  a  comedy 
of  manners.  Where  is  the 
comedy  aspect? 

The  actors  perform  their 
lines  as  if  they  are  reading  them 
from  the  script  for  the  first  time. 
Many  of  the  performances  are 
very  similar  to  those  of  irritating 
characters  on  television  or  in 
literature.  Lady  Wishfort, 
played  by  Frances  Cuka,  has 
many  of  the  same  mannerisms  as 


“The  Bold  and  the  Beautiful’s” 
Sally  Spectra,  only  Cuka  is 
more  hysterical  and  melodra¬ 
matic.  Ellen  Karas’  Millament 
is  The  Great  Gatsbv’s  Daisy 
plus  the  sluttiness  of  “One  Life 
to  Live’s  “Lee  Ann.  When 
Karas  is  paired  with  her  servant 
Mincing,  as  performed  by  Carol 
Hanpeter,  the  audience  can  see 
the  origins  of  the  Delta  Delta 
Delta  Girls  from  “Saturday 


Night  Live.”  Karas’  perfor¬ 
mance  in  particular  is  a  disap¬ 
pointment,  for  she  has  one  of  the 
lead  roles.  All  of  the  men  speak 
much  too  quickly,  which  may 
contribute  to  the  confusion  as  to 
what  is  happening. 

Are  there  any  bright 
spots?  For  once,  the  Huntington 
was  wise  when  casting  a  female 
role.  While  her  character  is 
written  to  be  a  villain,  Mary 
Layne’s  Marwood  is  a  refresh¬ 
ing,  enjoyable  performance. 
Layne  even  manages  to  elicit 
sympathy  for  Marwood.  The 
ensemble  of  Peter  Connelly  and 
Amy  Shanik  Langer,  who 
entertain  the  audience  between 
acts,  gets  the  theatergoers  is  a 
cheerful,  bouncy  mood.  It  is  a 
shame  that  these  characters  are 
only  supporting. 

The  Way  of  the  World  is 
a  bad  play.  The  Huntington 
Theatre  closes  it  season  with  a 
flop  rather  than  a  hit. 


HARVARD  SCHOOL  of 
DENTAL  MEDICINE 

is  currently  accepting  patients  who  need 

ORTHODONTIC  TREATMENT 

at  reasonable  fees  for 
children,  adolescents  and  adults 

Call  432-1100 


VISA 


188  Longwood  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02115 


